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to consume alcohol or drugs, this says little about the actual consumption of these goods and 

as such it lacks a critical notion towards these issues. Alcohol and drug abuse, for example, 

severely affect households and families, yet these issues are not reflected on in the music. 

Future studies should continue to explore these topics, both considering real-life situations as 

well as how cultural productions, such as in theatre, deal with these concerns.  

Ultimately, this study has highlighted how, while maintaining awareness of the history 

of migration and its associated imaginations of both the homeland and diasporic identity, 

younger generations of Cabo Verdeans renovate and innovate the ways in which Cabo 

Verdeanness is dealt with. The engagement with both traditional and modern cultural products 

is a constantly creative process, influenced by the rich cultural and ethnic makeup of the city 

that produces ever more new forms of expression at night. Assisted along the way by the ever-

developing character of the city of Rotterdam, the engagement with particular night-spaces is 

constantly updating, and this will continue to occur in the future, endlessly changing the 

diasporic layout of Cabo Verdean Rotterdam. 
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Summary 

This thesis sets out to examine how urban night spaces have been, and how they are currently 

produced, imagined, experienced, and narrated among the Cabo Verdean migrant community 

in Rotterdam. The history of the Cabo Verdeans in Rotterdam begins with the arrival of the 

first sailors in the fifties. In later years they begin to settle in Rotterdam and work ashore. This 

was followed in the 1970s by a stream of women's migration. This allowed for the growth of 

the community, and different places in the city quickly became important spaces for the 

community, both in public (in streets, neighbourhoods and squares) and private (in 

restaurants, community centres, bars and nightclubs). This thesis focuses on the development 

and importance of nightlife and night spaces. These are often underexposed and overlooked as 

important spaces for migrant community building, activism and belonging. 

Night spaces are produced in intersecting and overlapping ways. Indeed, the simple act 

of ‘getting together’ as a community does not ‘produce’ a night space per se. Instead, one 

must take into account not only what goes on at night, but what flows through it: night spaces 

are produced through an interweaving of narratives and representations. Night spaces are 

essential for generating a collective sense of self, which is supported by processes of cultural 

and political myth-making.  

The chapter Myth Making In The Rotterdam Diaspora addresses the activities that take 

place in the city where a (conscious) effort is made to produce or maintain diasporic identities 

or narratives. It zooms in on a series of interrelated issues; the history and legacy of record 

label Morabeza Records, cultural activism in contemporary hip hop, and the cultural religious 

celebrations of São João Baptista. What these cultural manifestations have in common is that 

each claims its space(s) in the city, and these spaces have since been embedded in memories 

of the city. The city spaces in which myth-making occurs, and in which the construction of a 
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