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Glossary 
 

Abhaya-mudrā – Gesture of fearlessness in which the full palm is shown to the viewer and 

the fingers point upwards. 

 

Ajina – An animal skin worn on the body, usually of a deer, elephant or tiger. 

 

Bhadrāsana – A sitting posture with both legs pendant. 

 

Cakravartin – Universal monarch. 

 

Cintāmaṇi – Wish fulfilling jewel. 

 

Dhyāna-mudrā – Gesture of meditation, in which both hands rest in the lap, one on top of 

the other, palm facing upwards. 

 

Jaṭāmukuṭa – Form of hairdo, with twisted locks of hair bound on the head. 

 

Lalitāsana – A type of seated pose in which the right leg is pendant, with the right foot 

often resting on a lotus. The left leg is folded to rest on the seat. 

 

Mahārājalīlāsana (rājalīlāsana) – A type of seated pose in which both legs are folded and 

rest on the seat, with the feet close to each other. One knee is raised and the other rests on 

the seat.  

 

Padma – Lotus. 

 

Padmāsana – A type of seated pose in which the legs are crossed and each foot rests on 

the opposite leg. 

 

Parinirvāṇa – The end of rebirth cycle after death, which occurs after someone has 

achieved nirvāṇa during his/her lifetime. 

 

Prabhāmaṇḍala – Back piece or halo. 

 

Samapāda – A standing pose in which the figure distributes his or her weight evenly on 

both feet. 

 

Sattvaparyaṅkāsana – A seated pose in which the legs are crossed and the right foot rests 

on the left leg. The left foot is under the right leg. 

 

Sukhāvatī – Name of a heaven or paradise in a western region, which is the Pure Land of 

the Buddha Amitābha.  
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Tridaṇḍa – A three-pronged staff. 

 

Utpala – Blue lily, used as a pedestal for attributes and often carried by Mañjuśrī or 

Maitreya. 

 

Varada-mudrā – Giving or wish-granting gesture with the open palm facing the viewer and 

the fingers pointing downwards. 

 

Yajñopavīta – Sacred thread, worn over the left shoulder.  
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J. Kats (ed.) s-Gravenhage: Nijhoff. 

 

Santiako, H. 1997. “The goddess Durgā in the East-Javanese period.” Asian Folklore 

Studies 56 (2): 209-226.   

 

Saraswati, S.K. 1977. Tantrayāna art: an album. Calcutta: Asiatic Society. 



 

 

201 

 

Sarkar, H.B. 1971-72. Corpus of the inscriptions of Java (Corpus inscriptionum 

Javanicarum): up to 928 A.D. Vols 1–2. Calcutta: Mukhopadhyay. 

 

Schastok, S. 1985. The Śāmalājī sculptures and 6th century art in western India. Leiden:  

Brill. 

 

Schmidt, C. W. 1990. Bodhisattva headdresses and hairstyles in the Buddhist art of  

Gandhāra and related regions of Swāt and Afghanistan. Vol. I-III. PhD thesis. 

The Ohio State University. 

 

Schnitger, F.M. 1937. The archaeology of Hindoo Sumatra. Leiden: Brill. 

 

Schopen, G. 2000. “Hierarchy and housing in a Buddhist monastic code: a translation of 

the Sanskrit text of the Śayanāsanavastu of the Mūlasarvastivāda-vinaya, 

part one.” Buddhist Literature 2: 92-196. 

 

———. 2005. Figments and fragments of Mahayana Buddhism in India: more collected  

papers. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press. 

 

Schoterman, J.A. 1994. “A surviving Amoghapāśa sādhanā: its relation to the five main 

statues of Candi Jago.” Ancient Indonesian sculpture, edited by M.J. Klokke and 

P. Lunsingh Scheurleer, 154-177. Leiden: KITLV.  

 

Schroeder von, U. 1990. Buddhist sculptures of Sri Lanka. Hong Kong: Visual Dharma 

Publications. 

 

Schroeder von, U. and A. Okada. 1991. Bronzes bouddhiques et hindous de l’antique 

Ceylan. Paris: Association Française d'Action Artistique.  

 

Scott, D.E. 2008. The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art: a handbook of the collection. Kansas 

City: Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. 

 

Sen, T. 2014. “Buddhism and the maritime crossings.” China and beyond in the Mediaeval 

period: cultural crossings and inter-regional connections, edited by D. Wong and 

G. Heldt, 39-62. Amherst: Cambria Press.  

 

Sharma, A.K. and P.K. Singh. 2010. Buddhist bronzes from Sirpur. New Delhi: Agam Kala  

Prakshan. 

 

Sharrock, P. 2010. “Maitreya first.” Abhinandanamālā, edited by L. Prematilleke,  

361-371. Bangkok: SPAFA Regional Centre of Archaeology and Fine Arts.  

 

 

 



 

 

202 

 

———. 2013. “The Tantric roots of the Buddhist pantheon of Jayavarman VII.” 

Materializing Southeast Asia's past: selected papers from the 12th international 

conference of the European Association of Southeast Asia Archaeologists, Vol. 2, 

edited by M.J. Klokke and V. Degroot, 41-55. Singapore: NUS Press.  

 

Sharrock, P. and E. Bunker. 2016. “Seeds of Vajrabodhi: Buddhist ritual bronzes from Java  

and Khorat.” Esoteric Buddhism in Mediaeval maritime Asia: networks of 

masters, texts, icons, edited by A. Acri, 237-252. Singapore: ISEAS Publishing.  

 

Shuhaimi, N.H. 1976. Buddhist sculpture from Sumatra, Peninsular Malaysia and  

Peninsular Thailand during the Srīvijayan period (7th–14th century A.D.). M. Phil 

thesis, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. 

 

———. 1977. “The significance of tiger skin on the Avalokiteśvara images.” Persatuan 

Sejerah Malaysia. Malaysian Historical Society 1977: 24-31. 

 

———. 1978. “The mitred Avalokiteśvara from Palembang: its significance on the origin 

and development of Srivijaya art.” Akademika 13: 45-56. 

 

———. 1984. Art, archaeology and the early kingdoms in the Malay Peninsula and 

Sumatra, c. 400-1400 A.D. Unpublished PhD thesis. University of London. 

 

———. 1998. The encyclopaedia of Malaysia. Volume 4: Early history. Singapore: 

Archipelago Press. 

 

Singhal, S.D. 1991. “Candi Mendut and the Mahāvairocana-sutra.” The art and culture of 

South-East Asia. edited by L. Chandra, 373-384. New Delhi: International 

Academy of Indian Culture.  

 

Sinnett, A.P. 1885. Esoteric Buddhism. London: Chapman and Hall. 

 

Skilling, P. 2003-04. “Traces of the Dharma: preliminary reports on some ye dhammā and 

ye dharmā inscriptions from Mainland South-East Asia.” Bulletin de l’École 
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