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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Heroes, Brothers and Sons:

Ottoman Muslim Women and the
Wounded Soldiers

While the Ottomans hardly had any money to equip their soldiers in the field
properly, they had even less to spend on the wounded. The situation in general
in health care was bad, the war and the influx of wounded soldiers made it even
worse. There was a lack of everything: hospitals as such, beds, bandages, clothes
for the wounded, personnel, and more.! The scarcity of money, materials and
people opened opportunities for women who wanted to foster their patriotic
feelings. This chapter describes and discusses the activities of Ottoman (Muslim)
women and their organizations for those who got wounded in the war. It seeks
to find the answer to questions such as what duties these women and their
organizations took up in the caring and curing of the casualties being brought in
from the battle fields, in providing the hospitals both with materials and
womenpower, how these activities altered the traditional roles of the women
involved in them and how these changes were justified or otherwise dealt with.

Linen for “Our Wounded Soldiers”

In the aftermath of the Young Turk Revolution, the Osmanli Kadinlar Cemiyet-i
Hayriyesi was one of the first organizations founded explicitly with the aim to
improve the situation of the Ottoman soldiers through focusing on the
improvement of the situation in the hospitals, as we have seen. Until 1913 the
core activities of this organization, which existed until the end of First World

! See for an overview of the sanitary situation in the Ottoman Empire during the First World
War based on German archival materials Helmut Becker, Aeskulap zwischen Reichsadler und
Halbmond: Sanititswesen und Seuchenbekdmpfung im tiirkischen Reich wdhrend des Ersten
Weltkrieges, Herzogenrath: Murken-Altrogge, 1990.
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War, indeed were related to improving the fate of the Ottoman soldiers and
mariners by providing the hospitals and wounded soldiers with linen as was
shown in Chapter Three.

The Osmanli Kadinlar Cemiyet-i Hayriyesi was not the only women’s
organization active in this field. The series of successive wars evoked many
women of different national and religious backgrounds to participate in
alleviating the burdens of the wounded soldiers. The activities ranged from
donating goods, to equipping complete wards or even founding and equipping
small hospitals. During the Tripolitanian War, for example, a group of women
connected to a branch of the Ittihad ve Terakki Kuliibii (Union and Progress
Club), donated a variety of linen goods, like sheets, pillowcases, blankets, towels,
and nightgowns, but also 37 rolls of bandages.

During the Balkan Wars, the Women’s Committee of the Red Crescent
became the coordinating force behind many of the activities of women in this
tield. It actively called upon women to sew underwear for the wounded soldiers,
distributed cloth to this aim and also provided examples which women could
use. The materials could be picked up from the Red Crescent Headquarters, but
the sewing was supposed to take place at the private homes of the women.?
While women and women’s organizations thus actively participated in
producing linen and bandages for the Red Crescent, they also opened and
equipped hospitals for the wounded soldiers brought in from the front lines.

The Teali-i Nisvan Cemiyeti, for example, opened a small hospital with 100
beds, which it kept going for two months.* A further unidentified group of
“Turkish ladies” fit out two of the in total thirty hospital wards in the Taskisla
Barracks.” The members of the Kadikoy Donanma-y: Osmani Muavenet-i Milliye
Hanimlar Subesi (Kadikoy Ladies’ Branch of the National Support for the
Ottoman Fleet) ¢ spent close to 1,000 lira of the money they collected on
establishing a hospital with 100 beds at the building of the Osmanli [ttihad

2 “Hanimlarimizin hamiyeti,” Tanin, 8 Kanunusani 1327 (21 January 1912), 3.

3 “Hilal-i Ahmer,” Tanin, 1 Tegrinievvel 1328 (14 October 1912), 5

4 “Teali-i Nisvan Cemiyeti,” Halka Dogru, 48, 6 Mart 1329 [sic! This should be 1330] (19
March 1914), 383; Messadet Bedir-Khan, “A propos de l'article de Madame Delaunay,” Kadinlar
Dunyassi, 125, 4/17 Janvier 1914, 1-2; “Halide Hanimefendinin hitabesi,” Kadinlar Diinyasi, 134,
8 Mart 1330 (21 March 1914), 4-5; Nezihe Muhittin, Tiirk Kadini, 84-85.

5 «“Sanititshilfe: die Osterreichisch-ungarische Hilfsaktion,” Osmanischer Lloyd, 4. Dezember
1912, 2. A message a few days earlier mentions that ladies from Sisli and Nigantas1 had equipped
100 beds in these barracks. Whether or not these are the same women and the same beds is not
clear. “Sanitatshilfe: eine Danksagung,” Osmanischer Lloyd, 1. Dezember 1912, 2.

6 See Chapter Twelve.
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Mektebi (Ottoman Union School) in Haydarpasha.” Messadet Bedir-Khan wrote
that women opened in total twelve hospitals during the Balkan Wars while she
explicitly referred to the hospital of the Teali-i Nisvan Cemiyeti and the hospital
in Haydarpasha plus one in Erenkdy with 60 beds and one in Kadirga with 200
beds.® The two photographs from Servet-i Fiinun shown below portray groups of
women from the Hilal-i Ahmer Cemiyeti at the Giilhane hospital.

Figure 26 A photograph from Servet-i Fiinun, 1118, 25 Tesrinievvel 1328 (7 November 1912),
604. The caption under this photograph reads in Turkish “Ladies and young girls serving our
wounded soldiers at Giilhane Hospital.” The French caption under the same photograph reads
“Turkish ladies and young girls working in a room of the Giilhane Hospital.”

7 Osmanl Hilal-i Ahmer Cemiyeti 1329 - 1331 Salnamesi, [Istanbul:] Ahmet Thsan ve
Stirekasi, n.d.[1332 (1915 - 1916)], 172-174.

8 Messadet Bedir-Khan, “A propos de larticle de Madame Delaunay,” Kadinlar Dunyassi,
125, 4/17 Janvier 1914, 1-2.
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Figure 27 A photograph from Servet-i Fiinun, 1118, 25 Tesrinievvel 1328 (7 November 1912),
604. The captions under this photograph read “Ladies from the Hilal-i Ahmer serving our
wounded soldiers” and “The Turkish ladies (les dames turques) who for the first time are nurses
(infirmiéres) for the Red Crescent” in Turkish and French, respectively.

The two photographs are clearly taken in the same room of the hospital, but
the two groups are different. The women and girls in black probably belong to a
group serving the soldiers by providing linen. There are no men with them in
the room. Of the women in white some very prominently show the armlet
indicating that they are certified sick attendants. In this photograph a few men
are visible, too, as opposed to the first photograph.

Although some of the women in white wear the armlet of Red Crescent
trained sick attendants, the women in both photographs seem to be mainly
occupied with preparing bandages. Many women, including those of the
imperial family, contributed linen, bedding and bandages, to be used for the
wounded soldiers. Most of the activities in this context were coordinated by the
Red Crescent’s Women’s Committee, which published lists with the names of
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the donors in the newspapers.” The Committee also cooperated with foreign
women’s organizations in Istanbul. When the Deutsche Frauenverein zu
Konstantinopel (German Women’s Organization in Constantinopel), the
German sewingclub Idelda and the Osterreichisch-ungarische Frauenverein
(Austrian-Hungarian Women’s Organization) offered the Red Crescent their
assistance just before the Balkan war broke out, the organization immediately
sent them cloth to be sewn into linen and clothing for the wounded soldiers. All
three organizations set to work and within a few days handed the goods to
Princess Nimet Mubhtar, the president of the Women’s Center of the Red
Crescent. Immediately they were given new materials so they could continue
their supportive work. The “Singer Manufacturing Company” contributed its
share by donating two sewing machines and sending female instructors to teach
the women how to operate them. Another firm selling sewing machines followed
suit.!® Like the Osmanli Kadinlar Cemiyet-i Hayriyesi, the ladies’ committee of
an international committee which supported the Children’s hospital in Sigli
equipped six beds for the wounded soldiers in that hospital."! The women of the
French community in Istanbul gathered at the French embassy under the
leadership of Mrs. Bompard, the wife of the Ambassador, and set to work, as
shown in figure 28. At the American Embassy, too, a room was vacated for a
workshop."?

9 See e.g. “Hilal-i Ahmer Cemiyeti Kadinlar Merkezi Heyet-i idaresi'nden,” Canin (=Tanin),
2 Tesrinievvel 1328 (15 October 1912), 5; “Hilal-i Ahmer Cemiyeti Kadinlar Merkezi Heyet-i
Idaresi’nden,” Canin (=Tanin), 3 Tegrinievvel 1328 (16 October 1912), 5; “Hilal-i Ahmer
Kadinlar Merkezi’ne esya hediye eden hanim efendiler,” Tasvir-i Efkar, 16 Tesrinisani 1328 (29
November 1912), 3; “Hilal-i Ahmer Cemiyeti Kadinlar Kismi Heyet-i idaresi’nden,” Tasvir-i
Efkar, 19 Tesrinisani 1328 (2 December 1912), 4. According to the last article the women
connected to the Women’s Center of the Red Crescent had succeeded in turning out 55,396
pieces of underwear in 1,5 months which were all sent to the numerous hospitals in Istanbul. See
also Messadet Bedir-Khan, “A propos de I'article de Madame Delaunay,” Kadinlar Dunyassi, 125,
4/17 Janvier 1914, 1-2.

10 Der Vorstand der Deutschen Frauenvereins, “Aufruf,” Osmanischer Lloyd, 15. Oktober
1912, 1; Das Komitee des Oesterreichisch-ungarischen Frauenvereins, “Aufrufl” Osmanischer
Lloyd, 17. Oktober 1912, 1; “Der Deutsche Frauenverein...,” Osmanischer Lloyd, 20. Oktober
1912, 2; “Oesterreichisch-ungarischer Frauenverein,” Osmanischer Lloyd, 23. Oktober 1912, 1;
“The Singer Manufacturing Company,” Osmanischer Lloyd, 24. Oktober 1912, 1; “Die
Hilfsaktion. Dank.” Osmanischer Lloyd, 8. Dezember 1912, 2; “Dank.” Osmanischer Lloyd, 20.
Dezember 1912, 1. See also “insaniyete hizmet,” Servet-i Fiinun, 1126, 20 Kanunuevvel 1328 (2
January 1913), 191-192.

1 “Dys Komitee des Internationalen Kinderspitales,” Osmanischer Lloyd, 19. Oktober 1912, 1.

12 Dwight, Constantinople, 473.
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Figure 28 “The ladies of the French colony working for the wounded Ottomans at the French
Embassy,” Servet-i Fiinun, 1127, 27 Kanunuevvel 1328 (9 January 1913), 197.

The American College for Girls also donated beds and garments for
wounded soldiers, but did not forget to send support to Sofia and Athens, too.
The College, after all, had many Bulgarian and Greek students and needed to
maintain its neutrality."

During the First World War, the British and French women had left, but
several women, Ottoman and non-Ottoman, Muslim and non-Muslim, as
individuals'* and in women’s organizations, got involved in equipping the
hospitals founded in Istanbul.

Especially when, with the battles at Canakkale, the number of wounded
soldiers flowing into Istanbul increased, the women sat to work to produce and
gather linen for the soldiers in the hospitals. Many Ottoman women’s
organizations involved in activities for the hospitals applied to the Mecruhin-i
Gaza-1 Asakir-i Osmaniye lane Komisyonu to obtain the necessary goods, as

13 Jenkins, An Educational Ambassador, 196-197.

4 The mother of the Egyptian Khedive, for example, opened and equipped a hospital in
Bebek. Osmanli Hilal-i Ahmer Cemiyeti Salnamesi, 1329 - 1331, [istanbul:] Ahmet fhsan ve
Stirekasy, n.d.[1332 (1915 - 1916)], 172.
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mentioned before, or turned the goods acquired through the Committee in
useable items.

The head physician of the Taskisla hospital, for example, informed the
Committee that the widow of a further unidentified Ferid Pasha, Nimet hanim,
had turned the Amerikan bezi donated by the Committee into sheets, pillow
cases, shirts, underpants and nightcaps.’® So had the women’s committee of the
Magka Hospital, the Macka Hastahanesi Kadinlar Heyeti (Magka Hospital
Women’s Committee), which seems to have been presided over by one of the
daughters of Sakir Pasha,'® Hakkiye Emin. She was also a member of the Board
of this hospital.’” The Kadikéy Fukaraperver Hanimlar Cemiyeti (Kadikdy
Ladies’ Organization for Poor Relief) forwarded the 500 towels it had been given
by the Committee to the Haydarpasha Hospital.'®

The members of the Istihlak-i Milli Kadinlar Cemiyeti also turned their
attention to the wounded soldiers. When the numbers of wounded soldiers
being brought from the battlefield at Gallipoli to Istanbul increased, the
members of the organization decided to open a hospital of its own. The
Kondiiktor Mektebi Istihlak-i Milli Kadinlar Cemiyeti Hastahanesi as the hospital
was officially named, was founded at a large mansion on Divan Yolu in the old
part of Istanbul where formerly the Kondiiktér Mekteb-i Alisi (Polytechnic for
Technicians) had been housed.'’

15 Letter dated 2 Eyliil 1332 (15 September 1916) in: BOA, HR.SYS, 2174/2, 19 January 1915.

16 And thus sister of the poet Cevat Sakir and the painters Fahriinnisa Zeyd and Aliye Berger.
She was also the mother of the ceramist Fiireya Koral. For more information on the $akir Family,
see, amongst other publications, Shirin Devrim, A Turkish Tapestry: The Shakirs of Istanbul,
London: Quartet Books, 1996.

17 Letters dated 31 Mart 1331 (13 April 1915) and 28 Temmuz 1332 (10 August 1916) in:
BOA, HR.SYS, 2174/2, 19 January 1915. See also Devrim, A Turkish Tapestry, 39.

18 Letter of the head physician of Haydarpasha Hospital dated 17 Mart 1332 (30 March 1916)
in: BOA, HR.SYS, 2174/2, 19 January 1915.

19 The Kondiiktér Mekteb-i Alisi, a predecessor of Yildiz Technical University, had been
established in 1911 and was originally housed in a building at Divan Yolu at Sultan Ahmed
(present day’s Saglik Miizesi). During the Balkan Wars the school moved to another venue and
the building was turned into a hospital for the first time. It is unclear what happened to the
building between the end of the Balkan War and the time the Istihlak-i Milli Kadinlar Cemiyeti
founded its hospital. Emre Dolen, “Yildiz Teknik Universitesi,” Diinden Bugiine Istanbul
Ansiklopedisi, istanbul: Tiirkiye Ekonomik ve Sosyal Tarih Vakfi, 1994-1995, VII, 527-529.

At the same Divan Yolu one could also find the Istihlak-i Milli Sinemas: (National
Consumption Movie Theatre). See “Divan Yolu Istihlak-i Milli Sinemasy,” Tanin, 9 Agustos 1331
(22 August 1915), 2.
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Figure 29 Stamp of the Kondiiktor
Mektebi Istihlak-i Milli Kadmnlar
Cemiyeti Hastahanesi Sertababeti
(Office of the Head Physician of the
Kondiiktér Mektebi Istihlak-i Milli
Kadinlar Cemiyeti Hastahanesi) under
an undated note [August - September
1915] acknowledging the receipt of 70
lira from the “Committee for
Wounded Soldiers” of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. BOA, HR.SYS,
2174/2, 19 January 1915.

It was financed with the income generated by its shop, the Istihlak-i Milli
Magazasi, and the workshops of the organization. The organization not only
provided the textiles for the beds, but also full equipment for the surgery and
first aid rooms. Initially the hospital had 95 beds, but a few months later another
55 beds were added and thus the total number of beds was brought at 150. The
organization, moreover, donated a field hospital with 300 beds and necessities.?’
To gather additional financial means for its hospital, the Istihlak-i Milli Kadinlar
Cemiyeti organized a lottery.?! It was also supported with donations from, for
example, grateful ex-patients”? and other organizations. The charitable
organization of Swiss citizens in Istanbul, Heloctia, for example, donated 630
bandages to the hospital prepared by the Swiss women in the city.”® The
organization also received regular donations from the “Donations Committee”
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The president of the organization, Melek
Hamim, duly acknowledged the contributions and, giving detailed lists of the
goods purchased, accounted to the Committee for the money she had received.

20 Draft letter of Melek hanim dated 15 Agustos 1331 (28 August 1915) in BOA, HR.SYS,
2174/3, 20 May 1915. In this letter she quotes the number of beds as 95 and 150, respectively.
Other sources refer to 100 and 160 beds and even 170 beds, respectively. “Frauenschiksal und
Frauenarbeit: Brief einer junge Tiirkin aus Constantinopel,” Die Islamische Welt, 7, 380-383;
Lebib Selim, “Tiirk kadinligin harb-1 umumideki faaliyeti,” Ttirk Yurdu, IX, 4, 22 Tesrinievvel
1331 (4 November 1915), 2797-2799; Lebib Selim, “Tiirk kadinliginin harb-1 umumideki
faaliyeti,” Tiirk Yurdu, IX, 5, 5 Tegrinisani 1331 (18 November 1915), 2812-2816; “Istihlak-i Milli
Kadinlar Cemiyeti,” Tanin, 17 Eyliil 1332 (30 September 1916), 3.

21 “Piyango,” Tanin, 24 Agustos 1331 (6 September 1915), 3.

22 “Gazilerimiz igin,” Tanin, 19 Eyliil 1331 (2 October 1915), 3.

B “Dons 4 I'armée,” Lloyd Ottoman, 9 Septembre 1915, 5.
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The organization received sums of 100, 70 and 40 Ottoman lira, respectively, in
August and September 1915, but when it asked for goods to add another 50 beds
in December 1915, the request was turned down and the organization referred to
the army’s Health Office.* In May 1916 the hospital was closed for unclear
reasons. Subsequently, the organization assisted in the opening of another
hospital, Zapyon Askeri Hastahanesi (the Zapyon Military Hospital), by
providing a fully equipped hospital ward with 150 beds.” In October 1917 the
Istihlak-i Milli Kadinlar Cemiyeti organized a concert at the Taksim garden “to
finance its activities.”?® What, by that time, was meant by these activities,
however, is not clear. At a meeting in November 1918, its members decided to
respond to the call made by the Milli Talim ve Terbiye Cemiyeti (Organization
for National Education and Upbringing) to “defend the rights of the fatherland”
and to join forces with other organizations in what would become the Milli
Kongre (National Congress).?’

The Miidafaa-i Milliye Cemiyeti Kadikéy Merkezi Hamimlar Subesi
(Women’s Branch of the (Central) Kadikoy National Defense Organization) was
closely involved with the “Botter” Hospital in Kadikoy?® as we learn from the
correspondence between women from the organization including its president,
Reside Bekir, the widow of the famous confectioner Haci Bekirzade Muhittin, its
vice-president, Pakize Zeki, the wife of a retired kaymakam, and another

24 BOA, HR.SYS, 2174/3, 20 May 1915; BOA, HR.SYS, 2174/2, 19 January 1915; “Istihlak-i
Milli Hastahanesi’'nden,” Tasvir-i Efkar, 2 Eylil 1331 (15 September 1915), 2.

%5 “ktisadi haberler: Istihlak-i Milli Kadinlar Cemiyeti,” Iktisadiyat Mecmuast, 69, 21 Eylil
1332 (4 October 1916), 7; “Istihlak-i Milli Kadinlar Cemiyeti Hastahanesi,” Tanin, 21 Nisan 1332
(4 May 1916), 4; “Tesekkiir — istihlak-i Milli Hastahanesi sertababeti’ nden,” Tanin, 22 Nisan
1332 (5 May 1916), 3; “Istihlak-i Milli Kadinlar Cemiyeti Hastahanesi sertababeti’ nden,” Tasvir-i
Efkar, 22 Nisan 1332 (5 May 1916), 2. The Zapyon hospital was located in a Greek school, which
had been confiscated by the authorities to be used as a hospital. During the war many schools
(especially those of Christian minorities) were indeed (partly) turned into hospitals. Bozis,
Istanbullu Rumlar, 60-61.

26 “Konser,” Tanin, 15 Tesrinievvel/October 1333/1917, 4.

27 “Milli Talim ve Terbiye Cemiyeti'nin tegebbiisii,” Vakit, 23 Tesrinisani 1918, 2 (quotation);
“Istihlak-i Milli Kadinlar Cemiyeti’nde,” Vakit, 24 Tegrinisani 1918, 2. In the statement of the
Milli Kongre issued two weeks later, however, the name of the Istihlak-i Milli Kadinlar Cemiyeti
was not mentioned. The only “women’s” organization referred to in this statement was the
Kadinlar:  Calistrma  Cemiyeti,  “Milli ~ Kongre’nin  beyannamesi,”  Vakit, 7
Kanunuevvel/December 1918, 2. In 1922 the organization was still listed as “active” in a police
report. BOA, DH.EUM.5.$B, 79/30, 30 Zilhicce 1337 (26 September 1919).

28 This hospital was housed in the “Botter” mansion which is actually located at Fenerbahge
and had been built as a summer house by one of the tailors of Abdiilhamid II, J. Botter, who was
of Dutch origin.
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woman, who probably was its treasurer, and the “Donations Committee” of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. So, for example, on 3 October 1915 the organization
received the 150 pairs of slippers from the Committee it had asked for mid-
September. These slippers were directly forwarded to the hospital.?

Figure 30 Seal of Miidafaa-i
Milliye  Cemiyeti  Kadikoy
Merkezi Hammlar Subesi with
the signature of its president,
Reside Bekir. BOA, HR.SYS,
2174/2, 19 January 1915.

In October 1915 the organization informed the Committee that it was in dire
need of linen for the soldiers and asked it to send 50 bolts of Amerikan bezi. The
Committee informed them, however, that it could send only 20 bolts.® In
November 1915, the organization requested another 50 bolts. The Committee
responded negatively referring the organization to the Health Office of the
Ministry of War, while it meanwhile sent a letter to that Office explaining the
situation. Although the Health Office promised to send 50 bolts, the
organization in the end received only 40 bolts, which were turned into bedding,
200 nevresim (sheets), for the soldiers at the Haydarpasha hospital.**

29 Letter signed Pakize dated 31.6.1331 (13 September 1915); draft letter of the Committee dated
10 Eylil 1331 (23 September 1915) in BOA, HR.SYS, 2174/3, 20 May 1915; Receipt signed Pakize
Zeki dated 20 Eylill 1331 (3 October 1915) reporting the arrival of the slippers; account for the
transporting costs of the slippers dated 21 Eyliil 1331 (4 October 1915); letters expressing gratitude
from the women’s organization and the board of the hospital dated 27 Eyliil and 3 Tegrinievvel 1331
(10 and 16 October 1915), respectively, all in BOA, HR.SYS, 2174/2, 19 January 1915.

30 Letter from Reside Bekir dated 11 Tegrinievvel 1331 (24 October 1915) in BOA, HR.SYS,
2174/2, 19 January 1915; draft letter from the Committee dated 21 Tesrinievvel 1331 (3
November 1915) in BOA, HR.SYS, 2174/3, 20 May 1915.

31 Letter signed Reside dated 9 Tesrinisani 1331 (22 November 1915); draft letter of the
Committee dated 17/18 Tesrinisani 1331 (30 November/1 December 1915) in BOA, HR.SYS,
2174/3, 20 May 1915; Letter from Sihhiye Dairesi to the Presidency of the Committee dated 29
Tesrinisani 1331 (12 December 1915); Letter signed Reside dated ? Kanunuevvel 1331 (?
December 1915) in BOA, HR.SYS, 2174/2, 19 January 1915. The documents in this file also show
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Figure 31  Reside
Bekir. Courtesy Nazh
Imre.

The women of this organization, moreover, donated 12,000 blankets and
other parts of bedding. An entertainment program at Fenerbahgce in the summer
of 1917 yielded more than 8,000 lira of which 5,000 lira was spent on the
wounded soldiers and the remaining 3,000 lira to meet the needs of the hospitals

how the transport of the goods was organized and how much was paid for this. For these 40 bolts,
for example, a fee for the bridge, a ticket for the boat (for a person), a fee for the transport of the
goods by boat, for a porter to unload the goods and for a car were paid. Note signed Naciye (?)
dated 29 Tesrinisani 1331 (12 December 1915) in BOA, HR.SYS, 2174/2, 19 January 1915.

In the letter of the Board of Haydarpasha Hospital the organization was referred to as “a
women’s organization founded within the Union and Progress Club” (ittihad ve Terakki
Kuliibii’nde miitesekkil bir hanimlar cemiyeti). Letter from the Board of Haydarpasha hospital
dated 10 Kanunuevvel 1331 (16 December 1915) in BOA, HR.SYS, 2174/2, 19 January 1915.
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at Moda and Haydarpasha.*?For their work in procuring goods for the hospitals
in “Anatolia” the president of the organization, Regide Bekir, its vice-president,
Pakize Zeki and 22 more women from Kadikdy were rewarded with a Red
Crescent Medal in bronze in January 1917.%

The Rumeli Hisart Donanma-y1 Osmani Cemiyeti Hammlar Subesi
(Women’s Branch of the Rumelihisar Ottoman Fleet Organization) turned its
attention from ships to soldiers: with the money collected by its members
blankets, beds, sheets, towels and pillows were purchased which were handed
over by its president to the Mirgiin recovery home.* The influx of wounded
soldiers from Canakkale also led the Tiirk Kadinlar: Bicki Yurdu to contribute to
the equipping of the military hospitals.*

The (Sisli) Cemiyet-i Hayriye-i Nisvaniye, as we have seen, was affiliated with
the hospital in Ferikdy. It paid for the electrical appliances of the hospital and
distributed sweets and oranges amongst its patients.”*® Members of this
organization received a Red Crescent medal in bronze for their work on behalf
of the wounded soldiers at the hospital in August 1916.%

In the provinces, too, hospitals were opened with the help of women. A
group of women in Syria set up a field hospital in Rayak in 1915.* In Damascus
the Sam Nisvan-1 Muavenet-i Milliye Cemiyeti (Damascus Women’s
Organization for National Support) assisted the Fourth Army in setting up
hospitals. Its members were in June 1916 accordingly awarded with medals of
different degrees.*

32 “Fenerbahge’de kir eglenceleri,” Tasvir-i Efkar, 3 Mays/May 1333/1917, 2 ; “Kadikéy
Midafaa-i Milliye Hanimlar Cemiyeti,” Tasvir-i Efkar, 23 Mayis/May 1333/1917, 2; “Grande féte
champetre,” Lloyd Ottoman, 2 Aott 1917, 3; “Grande féte champetre,” Lloyd Ottoman, 3 Aout
1917, 4; “La féte de Féner Baghtché,” Lloyd Ottoman, 3 Aott 1917, 4; “Kadik6yi’'nde nafi bir
tesebbiis,” Tasvir-i Efkar, 3 Temmuz/July 1918, 2; “Kadikéy hanimlarinin faaliyeti,” Tanin, 7
Temmuz/July 1334/1918, 4.

33 BOA, DUIT, Taltifat-1 Memurin / Hilal-i Ahmer Madalyalari, 47/1-31, 14 Rebiiilevvel 1335
(8 January 1917); BOA, Nisan Defterleri, no. 32, Hilal-i Ahmer Madalyalari, 147-150.

3% “Gazilerimiz igin,” Tanin, 11 Agustos 1331 (24 August 1915), 3.

35 Lebib Selim, “Tiirk kadinligmin harb-1 umumideki faaliyeti,” Tirk Yurdu, IX, 5, 5
Tesrinievvel 1331 (18 November 1915), 2812-2816.

36 Sisli Cemiyet-i Hayriye-i Nisvaniyesi 1333 Semesi Rapor ve Bilangosudur, Dersaadet:
Matbaa-i Orhaniye, 1334, [7; 9].

37 BOA, Nisan Defterleri, no. 32, Hilal-i Ahmer Madalyalari, 53-54.

38 «Un hopital a Rayak,” Lloyd Ottoman, 18. Novembre 1915, 2.

39 BOA, DUIT, 44/11, 26 N1334 (27 July 1916). See also Kurnaz, II. Mesrutiyet Déneminde
Tiirk Kadini, 204.
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The uncoordinated activities of private persons and organizations seem to
have worried the authorities. Over the years they tried more than once to
(re)gain control over such initiatives and to curtail private organizations. In
September 1915, for example, the Ministry of Interior formulated a dispatch to
the provincial authorities (Vilayet) ordering that the hospitals and charitable
organizations which had been established with the aim of supporting the
wounded soldiers since the beginning of the war had to report to the Hilal-i
Ahmer Cemiyeti to check whether they were established according to the existing
laws and regulations.*

While several women and women’s organization thus showed their love for
the soldiers by donating goods and establishing hospitals, another way to show
their sympathy was by giving more luxury presents, such as candies and
cigarettes, for the soldiers or even visiting them to hand them over personally.
Although some earlier incidents of these kinds of visits were reported,* it seems
that such visits became more common during the First World War only.*?

The women of the Tiirk Kadinlar: Bicki Yurdu, for example, collected money
amongst themselves to buy sweets, chocolate and cigarettes and distributed them
personally to the soldiers in the hospital. Together with members of the Asker
Ailelerine Yardimci Hamimlar Cemiyeti they visited the Hospital at the Military
School in May 1915 to distribute cigarettes and to assist the soldiers in writing
letters to their beloved ones. During their visit, moreover, the women of the
Asker Ailelerine Yardimci Hanimlar Cemiyeti, donated 60 nursing overalls
promising to deliver 200 more later.* Two weeks later the members of the Asker
Ailelerine Yardimci Hanimlar Cemiyeti went to see the soldiers at the Sisli Etfal
Hastahanesi and to give them flowers.* Members of the board of the Esirgeme
Dernegi paid a visit to the wounded at the Dariissafaka distributing two oranges

40 BOA, DH.I-UM, E-4/27, 25 Sevval 1333 (6 September 1915); BOA, DH.I-UM, E-94/70,
Sevval 1333 (6 September 1915); BOA, Dahiliye Nezareti, Emniyet-i Umumiye Miidiiriyeti
Kalem-i Umumi, 15/47-A, Sevval 1333 (6 September 1915). See also Shaw, The Ottoman Empire
in World War I, Vol. 1, 176-177.

41 The daughters of Midhat Pasha and Rasim Pasha, one-time governor of Tripolitania, for
example, visited the soldiers who got wounded during the revolt of April 1909 in the hospital
bringing them presents. “Les femmes ottomanes,” Revue du Monde Musulman, I11, 6, 1909, 249.

42 Or that only then they became widely reported in the newspapers. ..

43 “Gazileri Ziyaret,” Sabah, 22 Nisan 1331 (15 May 1915), 2; Lebib Selim, “Ttirk kadinliginin
harb-1 umumideki faaliyeti,” Tiirk Yurdu, IX, 5, 5 Tesrinievvel 1331 (18 November 1915), 2812-
2816.

44 «Sigli Etfal Hastahanesi'nde,” Tasvir-i Efkar, 16 Mayis 1331 (29 May 1915), 1.
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to each of them,* while also the members of the Osmanli Kadinlar Cemiyet-i
Hayriyesi visited the wounded in the hospitals as mentioned before.

The influx of wounded soldiers from the battle fields at Canakkale evoked
such a compassion and outcry of patriotism amongst the public that it even
triggered the women of the Ottoman and Egyptian dynasties into widely
published action. Women of both dynasties had been amongst the founding
members and generous donors of the Hilal-i Ahmer Cemiyeti Hanimlar Merkezi.
From early 1915 onwards, however, they started to figure more prominently as
individuals in the press. So in May 1915, Nazime Sultan, daughter of Abdiilaziz
donated 50 Turkish liras to a hospital to purchase beds and other goods for
soldiers, while Mediha Sultan, daughter of Abdilmecid and sister of
Abdiilhamid II, donated unspecified goods to another hospital. Sadiye Sultan,
daughter of Abdiilhamid II, donated two packages of cigarettes and some money
to each of the soldiers at the hospital in Sisli and, Muhibbe, the second kadin of
Murad V, gave them cigarettes and oranges.*® Cigarettes were a favored present
to the soldiers: Fatma, one of the daughters of Ismail Pasha, a former Khedive of
Egypt, donated 4,000 packages, while two other women, handed 1,932 and 900
packages, respectively to the Directorate of Health (sic!) to be distributed to the
officers and wounded soldiers."

Some of these women also started to visit the soldiers in the hospitals to hand
over their presents in person. Hatice Sultan, daughter of Murad V, for example,
visited the Kadirga hospital distributing handkerchiefs and cigarettes amongst
the soldiers and donating tea and sugar to the hospital. The second wife of the
Sultan visited the soldiers at the Haydarpasha Hospital together with some other
women from the imperial harem. During her visit she also addressed the
soldiers:

How are you, my soldier sons, my soldier brothers! What do you wish for? We
are all at your service! If I knew how to bandage your wounds, I would pay great
attention and devotion to you and circle around your head end like a capable

nurse. You are very precious to us.*

45 “Gazilerimizi ziyaret,” Sabah, 12 May1s 1331 (25 May 1915), 3.

46«5 A la princesse Nazimé Sultane...,” Lloyd Ottoman, 9 Mai 1915, 6; “Gazilerimiz igin,”
Sabah, 12 Mayis 1331 (25 May 1915), 3.

47 «“Les objets suivants ont été remis...,” Lloyd Ottoman, 16 Mai 1915, 7.

48 “Ikinci Kadimefendi hazretlerinin mecruhin gazati ziyaret,” Tasvir-i Efkar, 8 Mayis 1331
(21 May 1915), 2. See also “Pour les blessés,” Lloyd Ottoman, 18 Juin 1915, 5.
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Most of these activities, such as donating money, sewing uniforms, linen,
underwear and bandages, did not require any trespassing of the spatial gender
borders for women. Women could do all these things from within the safe
surroundings of the walls of their homes, or by gathering in all-female groups.
The skills needed to do these things did not entail any real shifts in gender
borders, either. Most of the women involved in the sewing were probably used to
handle needle and thread in some way or another.*

Visiting the wounded soldiers, however, did mean that gender borders were
crossed and it seems to have taken considerably more time for Ottoman Muslim
women to take that step. The upsurge of patriotism due to the influx of wounded
men from Canakkale seems to have been the major drive behind women’s taking
this step, including those for whom seclusion had been rather strict until then:
women of the Ottoman imperial dynasty. The spirit of patriotism caused by the
very visibility of war brought home also seems to have been the main impetus
behind Ottoman Muslim women going even one more step further: nursing the
Ottoman soldiers.

Ottoman Muslim Women and the (Para-)Medical
Profession

In the nineteenth century Ahmed Midhat, the famous author, had already
expressed his opinion that women possessed the right qualifications to become
medical doctors. They should, because of their natural qualities, also make better
sick attendants than men argued someone else in 1908.°° The first profession,
however, was blocked for women by a decision of the Council of State of August

4 Using a sewing machine, however, was differently. Cahit Uguk mentions in her memoirs
that her mother had to be taught first how to work on a sewing machine. The fact that the Singer
Company sent female instructors to the German (!) women’s organization also indicates that not
all women were used to working with a sewing machine. The fact that these women had to learn
how to handle a sewing machine, might have pointed at a possible class division rather than at a
gender division. The women involved in the donations were not working class women, but
belonged to the higher strata of Ottoman society. Although most of them were likely to have been
educated in fine needle work like embroidery, for the coarse work they were probably used to
invite a dressmaker to their home or to visit one. Uguk, Bir I mperatorluk Cokerken..., 237.

50 Orhan Tahsin, “Musahabe-i Tibbiye,” Demet, 1, 17 Eyliil 1324 (30 September 1908), 13-14.
See also “Hilal-i Ahmer Cemiyeti reis-i saniyesi muallim doctor Besim Omer Paga’nin nutku,”
Servet-i Fiinun, 1212, 14 Agustos 1330 (27 August 1914), 124-125.
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1910. According to this decision, female doctors who by that time could only be
foreign, because there were no Ottoman female doctors, were not allowed to
practice their profession in the Ottoman Empire. Women, the argument was,
were not allowed to be doctors even in “civilized countries.” Moreover, the
members of the Council were afraid that the hidden aim behind this request for
permission to allow foreign female doctors might have been to undertake
missionary activities.”! Despite this prohibition, foreign women were known to
work as medical doctors in hospitals in the Ottoman Empire during the Second
Constitutional Period. Amélie Frisch, a member of the Osmanli Miidafaa-i
Hukuk-u Nisvan Cemiyeti, for example, worked as a medical doctor at the
Austrian-Hungarian hospital at Pangalt.>

Mary Mills Patrick, the president of the American College for Girls at
Constantinople, who was generally well informed on th