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his thesis interrogates the structural , symbolic , and affect ive dimensions of urban
disadvantage in Zimbabwe’s second ci ty, Bulawayo. I t posi t ions disadvantage not as a

stat ic outcome but as a layered process produced through pol i t ical set t lements , spat ia l
arrangements , his tor ical t rauma, and affect ive pract ices of survival and resis tance. Drawing on

pol i t ical economy, memory studies , and futures thinking, the study examines how colonial
legacies , post- independence pol i t ical set t lements , and the central isat ion of pol i t ical power, have
entrenched Bulawayo’s disadvantage, while also i l luminat ing pathways for reimagining inclusive

urban futures .

Anchored in Mushtaq Khan’s pol i t ical set t lements framework, the analysis t races how eli te
bargaining, mil i tar ised governance, and patron-cl ient networks have inst i tut ional ised

disadvantage. These dynamics are compounded by ethno-pol i t ical mythologies that cast Bulawayo
as a “diss ident ci ty”. Findings foreground how residents navigate disadvantage, as seen through

urban survival s t ra tegies , informal economies, pol i t ical s i lences , and affect ive pract ices of
accumulat ion, thus reveal ing both structural constraints and resi l ient agency. By centr ing ci t izen

narrat ives alongside his tor ical and stat is t ical analysis , the study recognises disadvantage as
simultaneously his tor ical , contemporary, and prospect ive. Ult imately, Bulawayo is posi t ioned not

only as a si te of disadvantage but also as a space of memory, myth, resi l ience, and possibi l i ty.
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