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‘Hurry up and wait!’ Occasionally, military professionals use this catchphrase to characterise
the conduct of operations: new orders tend to be accompanied by a sense of urgency, and in
some cases that turns into a spontaneous masterclass in operational wheel-spinning. To me,
it seemed to characterise the transition from an operational post, with omnipresent plans
and objectives, to starting as a PhD candidate at the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic
which made this urgency less immediately evident.

Of course, this first impression was false. Completing this PhD within the set timeframe
called for precise planning, consistent progress, and commitment to meeting deadlines and
bringing the project to a successful conclusion. In addition to its scientific contribution,
this dissertation was therefore also a journey of personal and professional development,
which was invaluable to me and will remain so in future assignments. Although writing this
dissertation was a largely solitary labour, several people were instrumental in starting and
completing the project.

First, Iam grateful to the Royal Netherlands Army. Throughout an officer’s career professional
development is vital aspect of reaching one’s potential. However, the opportunity to devote
four consecutive years and take the final step to develop into an ‘officer-scholar’ is rare. Tam
therefore grateful to the Royal Netherlands Army for their confidence in me and for giving
me this opportunity.

Of course, I must express my gratitude to my promotors, Theo and Niels, without whom this
project would not have been possible. Theo, over time you have become a constant in my
scientific education. From teaching me as an undergraduate officer-cadet, to supporting
my master’s internship, and now guiding me in this dissertation. I am grateful for your
continued support, encouragement and confidence to approach this project from an angle
that fascinated me, and your consistent belief that it would ‘simply’ be done in time. Niels,
I am grateful for your support and commitment throughout this endeavour. Your keen eye
for detail and well-focussed feedback was of great value and enabled me to learn from you
and improve.

This dissertation could not have shared ‘behind-the-scenes’ insights and considerations
without the willingness and cooperation of the interviewees. I thank all respondents — both
on and off the record — for their time and willingness to share their insights and experiences
with me. You have allowed me to experience the cases through your eyes, which was of great
value in helping me to understand the crises and put things in perspective.
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Next, having a coffee and discussing methodology is a lot more fun with amiable colleagues.
Iwould like to thank to all my colleagues at the War Studies department and the International
Security Studies section. I would also like to mention Trineke, Jérg, and Mirjam. I have
enjoyed our cooperation, travelling the Baltic region together with our students, and
discussing a wide variety of distantly relevant topics.

Lastly, I am grateful for the unwavering encouragement of my partner Marloes to finish this
project and help me keep things in perspective. Throughout this project we created a new
dynamic in our lives by becoming a family. I dearly cherish our lives together as a family. I
now know for sure that there is more to life than work.
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