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Olivia Aurelia Catherina Lamers was born on the 18th of January 1994 in Freiburg im 
Breisgau, Germany. She went to school in Germany and Italy, graduating from high 
school in 2012. She then moved to The Netherlands where she enrolled in a Liberal Arts 
and Sciences bachelor with a focus on life sciences at Maastricht University College, The 
Netherlands. As part of the programme she spent a semester at the University of Sydney, 
Australia. She graduated in 2015. 

Given her desire to combine basic research with medical care, she pursued the Selective 
Utrecht Medical Master (SUMMA), from which she graduated in 2020. Her master thesis 
focussed on post-operative opioid use in Netherlands and the United States of America, 
the findings of which were published in Pain Management and .Anesthesia & Analgesia. 
During her master’s, Olivia took part in a global health course, which ignited her interest 
for neglected tropical diseases and specifically malaria. She then proceeded to do a Ph.D. 
on the topic of malaria in Prof. Dr. Meta Roestenberg’s group at Leiden University Medical 
Center in Leiden, The Netherlands, the results of which are presented in this thesis. 
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