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Curriculum vitae 
Hehuan Zhu was born in Suizhou, Hubei Province, China on March 30th, 1993. 
After completing his high school education at Suizhou No.2 High School, he 
started his university education majoring in Medicine at China Three Gorges 
University. During the final year of his bachelor's studies, he completed a 
comprehensive one-year clinical internship, rotating through a wide range of 
hospital departments, including internal medicine, surgery, ophthalmology, 
otolaryngology, and obstetrics and gynecology. Through these extensive clinical 
rotations, he discovered a strong passion for surgery. 

Following his bachelor's degree, he pursued a master's degree in Surgery 
(Urology) at Xiamen University under the guidance of Prof. Jianming Tan, a 
renowned expert in urology and stem cell research. Alongside his academic 
research, he underwent practical clinical surgical training, actively participating 
in procedures such as kidney transplantations and renal cell carcinoma resections. 
From February 2017 to June 2019, he performed his research training at the Fujian 
Provincial Institute of Organ Transplantation, where his research mainly focused 
on the role of the PBLD gene in clear cell renal cell carcinoma. 

Upon completion of this work, Hehuan took on a position as a research assistant 
at the University of Macau Cancer Center in the group of Prof. Lijun Di. During 
this period, he conducted functional studies on the CtBP gene in the context of 
triple-negative breast cancer.  

To further deepen his expertise in the tumor microenvironment, he joined the 
Department of Surgery at the Leiden University Medical Center (LUMC) as a PhD 
candidate. He conducted his research in the group of Dr. Peter Kuppen and Prof. 
Dr. Rob Tollenaar, who served as his supervisors, with Dr. Jessica Roelands later 
joining the team as his co-supervisor. During his PhD, his research was focused 
on tumor immunology in colon cancer. He systematically studied the interplay 
between spatial T cell organization, locus-specific HLA class I expression, and 
the tissue architecture to understand the mechanisms of immune escape. Over the 
course of his research journey, he accumulated extensive publication experience 
in top scientific journals and developed deep expertise in mentoring early career 
researchers in biology.  

Now, having completed his PhD, Hehuan plans to transition into the industry, 
where he wishes to apply his extensive expertise in tumor immunology and 
systems biology towards the development of novel translational applications and 
therapeutics.
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Under review or under revision 
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Conferences and presentations 
 

1. East Lake Forum | Huazhong University of Science and Technology. 
Presentation, China, 2025 

 

2. 1st Young Scholars Forum, Fujian Medical University, Presentation, China, 
2025 

 

3. Dutch Society for Immunology annual meeting, Presentation, the Netherlands, 
2024 

 

4. International conference on the HLA-G molecule, Presentation, France, 2022 

 

5. European Network of Immunology Institutes Summer School, Poster, Italy, 
2023 

 

6. Latest Trend in Infection and Immunity Else Kröner Symposium, Poster, 
Germany, 2023 
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