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Curriculum vitae

Iskander Shadid was born in The Hague on July 18" 1997. He attended the secondary
school Christelijk Gymnasium Sorghvliet, where an early interest in science and human
health began to take shape. In 2015, he went on to study Bio-Pharmaceutical Sciences
at Leiden University, completing his bachelor’s degree with a minor in Business Studies,
before broadening his horizons with a year as treasurer on the board of the Veerstichting.
He continued combining science with business during his master’s Bio-Pharmaceutical
Sciences & Business Studies. During this period, he developed a strong foundation in phar-
macology, quantitative analysis, and translational thinking required for drug development.

His research trajectory deepened during a graduate research project at the Leiden Academic
Centre for Human Drug Research, where he worked on pharmacometric modelling in
neonates, applying non-linear mixed-effects models to better understand early-life drug
metabolism. This quantitative and systems-level approach in a perinatal setting became a
consistent theme in his academic work. He also gained experiences in business develop-
ment at biotech start-up CellPoint.

He then expanded his research internationally as a Research Fellow at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital and visiting graduate student at Harvard Medical School. There, he
focused on vitamin D pharmacokinetics, integrating high-dimensional clinical datasets
with molecular analyses to study maternal and early-life health outcomes, including
asthma, preeclampsia, and the microbiome. He continued his research in Boston as PhD
candidate of the Leiden University Medical Center under the supervision of prof. dr. H.J.
Guchelaar, prof. dr. Scott Weiss and asst. prof. dr. Hooman Mirzakhani. His work spanned
computational modelling, network biology, and preclinical research, contributing to multiple
peer-reviewed publications.

Alongside his academic work, he has developed a strong interest in translating scientific
discoveries from bench to bedside. In his role as a Junior Associate at Gilde Healthcare, he
is involved in venture investing and continues to support biotech companies in advancing
innovative therapies toward clinical and commercial realization.
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