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Luis Pedro Ferreira de Almeida was born on 7th June 1996 in Lisbon, Portugal. He
obtained his highschool diploma at the Escola Secundaria de Miraflores (now called
Escola Secundaria Professor Santana Castilho) in 2014. Afew months later he started
his bachelor’s in Biochemistry at the Faculty of Sciences of the University of Lisbon.
He was the only one in a class of >70 Biochemistry students to obtain the maximum
possible grade (20 out of 20) in the Bioenergetics and Metabolic Regulation course.
After successfully completing his bachelor’s in 2017, and not being able to decide
between immunology and metabolism, he decided to set a course towards infectious
diseases and immunometabolism. That is why, still in 2017, he joined a binational
master’s programme in infection biology, where he studied for one year at the Catholic
University of Coérdoba, in Argentina, and for another year, at the Hannover Medical
School, in Germany. It was also in Hannover where he did is master’s thesis, at the
TWINCORE institute, in the lab of Prof. dr. med. Tim Sparwasser, where he studied
how proteins from tuberculosis modulated the differentiation and activation of T cells.
In 2019 he successfully completed his master’s, having defended his thesis with the
title “The immunomodulatory properties of Mycobacterium tuberculosis secretory
proteins”. Still in 2019, he started his PhD, as part of a Marie Sktodowska-Curie
consortium, in the group of Dr. Bart Everts, at the department of Parasitology (now called
LUCID), at the Leiden University Medical Centre. There he studied how metabolism
and lipid mediators could regulate the function of macrophages and dendritic cells
in the context of infectious diseases and chronic inflammation. The results of his
research are described here in this thesis. Luis plans to use the knowledge and skills
he obtained during his PhD to continue advancing translational research and finding
possible new therapeutic strategies to treat immune-related diseases.
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Portfolio

Mandatory courses
- Leiden University Onboarding Programme Inform & Connect
- Basic Methods and Reasoning in Biostatistics
- Responsible Research
- Research Regulations and Practical Implications in the LUMC
- Data Management Workshop

Genericl/disciplinary courses
- Advanced Course Infection, Immunity and Tolerance
- ArthritisHeal Biostatistics and Bioinformatics Workshop
- Business and Career Development Workshop

Attended lectures, LUMC presentations, participation in meetings
- Rheumatology Workshop
- ArthritisHeal Consortium Final Meeting

Congress attendance and poster or oral presentations
- LIPID MAPS Spring School 2021
- 34th European Macrophage and Dendritic Cell Society
- VIB Translational Immunology Conference 2021
- NVVI Annual Meeting 2021-2022
- 8th European Workshop on Lipid Mediators
- NVVI Annual Meeting 2022
- Joint Belgian-Dutch Immunology Meeting 2023

Traineeship abroad
- Beckman Coulter Secondment (Marseille)

Lecturing, lab assistance, student supervision
- B.Sc. Jochem Grossouw
- Half-Minor HIV Flow-Cytometry Demonstration 2023
- Half-Minor HIV Flow-Cytometry Demonstration 2024
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