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Veerle Derksen was born on the 17th of May 1995 in Veldhoven, the Netherlands. In 2012 

she graduated from the Gymnasium Camphusianum summa cum laude, a�er which 

she started medical school at Leiden University. During her second year of medical 

training, she was accepted in the MD/PhD honours program, allowing her to take her 

�rst steps in research. Given her strong interest in immunology, she started to study 

rheumatoid arthritis under supervision of professor Tom Huizinga and (later promoted 

to) professor Diane van der Woude, which would form the foundation of this thesis. In 

2015 she obtained her bachelor diploma in medicine cum laude. During her master, 

she did an extracurricular semester at Edinburgh University taking several courses on 

immunology. A�er a �nal clinical internship at the internal medicine & rheumatology 

department of the Haga Hospital and a research internship in the rheumatology lab 

under supervision of professor Diane van der Woude and professor René Toes, she 

obtained her medical degree at Leiden University in 2019. In the same year she received 

a competitive grant from the Leiden University Medical Center (LUMC) board of 

directors, allowing her to continue her research in the rheumatology lab as a fulltime 

PhD student for three years, which led to the publication of this thesis.

In 2022 she started her medical specialty training in rheumatology. During the �rst 

three years, she worked in the internal medicine department of the Alrijne hospital in 

Leiderdorp, as well as in the Curaçao Medical Center in Willemstad and in the LUMC. 

In 2026 she continued her residency in the rheumatology department of the Haga 

hospital in the Hague.
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