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Vladyslav Lysenko was born in August 1999 in Poltava, Ukraine. From an early age, he 

showed a keen interest in the science, particularly chemistry, and participated in various 

chemistry competitions during his high school years. In 2016, Vlad enrolled in a 

Bachelor’s degree program in Chemistry at the Institute of High Technology at Taras 

Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. Shortly after beginning his undergraduate 

studies, he joined Curpys Chemicals as an intern, where he learnt practical basics of 

organic chemistry. In 2017, he transitioned to a research assistant role at Enamine Ltd. 

Over the course of four years with the company, he worked on multiple commercial and 

scientific projects and received professional training as an organic chemist. Alongside his 

job, he worked on his Bachelor’s thesis project titled “Preparative Approaches to the 

Synthesis of Heterotwistanes and Their Analogues,” under the supervision of Professors 

Sergey Ryabuchin and Dmitriy Volochnuk. In 2020, he graduated with honors and 

enrolled in a Master’s program at the same faculty. 

During the second year of his Master’s program, Vlad moved to the Netherlands, where 

he joined Professor Nathaniel Martin’s group at Leiden University as part of the Erasmus 

exchange program. There, he was introduced to the field of antimicrobials with projects 

focused on designing rifampicin and polymyxin analogues with enhanced properties. 

Based on this research, Vlad defended his Master’s thesis with honors, and in late 2022, 

he began his PhD journey in the same group. 

Vlad's PhD work focused on the discovery, synthesis, and modification of natural product 

antibiotics. While his primary efforts were directed towards working with 

paenilipoheptins, evybactins, and rifampicins, as detailed in his thesis, he also contributed 

to various other projects within the group, drawing on his industry experience to advance 

the improved synthesis of a variety of antimicrobials, including modified bacitracins, 

polymyxins, and vancomycins.  

Currently, he is continuing his research as a Postdoctoral Fellow in Martin’s group at 

Leiden University, furthering his work on the discovery and development of next-

generation antibiotics. 
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