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Curriculum Vitae

I was born in Woerden, the Netherlands, on 15 November 1997. I spent
the first 19 years of my life there, with my primary school and high school
(Minkema College) only a five-minute bike ride from home. As a child,
my interests ranged from ancient Egypt and ballet to science shows such
as Mythbusters. My first introduction to astronomy came from a children’s
encyclopedia about the solar system, which I would often read before bed.
My path to astronomy was not straightforward, as my favorite subject in
high school was Latin. I discovered astronomy as a field of study when my
physics teacher mentioned he had studied it at university, which immedi-
ately intrigued me. After graduating high school in 2016 with a focus on
Nature & Technology as well as Nature & Health courses, I applied to study
Astronomy at Leiden University.

In September 2016, I began the three-year Bachelor’s program in As-
tronomy in Leiden. The curriculum focused primarily on mathematics and
physics, and in my final year I applied this knowledge in an astronomical
context. I was introduced to research through a project modeling ALMA
observations of water within protoplanetary disks. During this time, I was
also on the board of the study association L.A.D. ‘F. Kaiser’, where I helped
organize observing nights in the Old Observatory. In addition, I volunteered
at an IAU conference in Brussels, which marked my first experience with the
international academic community. Motivated to continue my journey in as-
tronomy I applied for the two-year Master’s program in Leiden, specializing
in Astronomy Research.

I began my Master’s in September 2019, shortly before the COVID-19
pandemic drastically changed daily life. The majority of my Master’s degree
has therefore been carried out from my 16 m2 room, which lacked a proper
workspace. Despite these challenges, I thoroughly enjoyed the Master’s
program and conducted two research projects. The first project explored
the Cosmic Web around Local Group analogues in cosmological simulations
with Marius Cautun. For the second research project I focused on more
distant galaxies, serendipitously identifying galaxies in ALMA data with
Sander Schouws and Rychard Bouwens. I graduated cum laude and was
fortunate to be offered a PhD position at Leiden Observatory.

In September 2021, I began my PhD under the supervision of Dr. Rychard
Bouwens and Dr. Jacqueline Hodge, with Prof. Dr. Paul van der Werf as
promotor. My research focused on extragalactic astronomy, studying (dust-
obscured) star formation of galaxies in the high-redshift Universe. During
my PhD, I presented my work at international conferences and collaborated
with many inspiring colleagues. Moreover, I hosted the Galaxies Journal
Club to facilitate knowledge sharing among peers and helped organize so-
cial events within the observatory, activities which I enjoyed arranging.

While my experience in astronomy has been invaluable, I have chosen
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to broaden my horizons toward research closer to Earth with a more direct
societal impact. I am excited to begin my new role as Space Weather
Specialist at the Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute (KNMI).
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