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Curriculum vitae

I was born in Hengelo on the 12th of July 1993, just one minute before my sister, Liesbeth.
As a child, my inquisitive nature became apparent, from spending hours in the science mu-
seum’s laboratory, to asking many questions. It is no wonder that my favourite television
series was Willem Wever, a show that claimed to know all the answers to every question a
child could think of. Around the age of eight, I sent them a letter, because I had a question as
well: "Why does the Universe never stop?". Within a month, the studio called me back and
apologised that they did not know the answer and asked me if I had another question about
the Universe. I was so disappointed that I instantly hung up the phone, and realised that I just
had to become a scientist, and answer the question myself.

At the senior general secondary education (HAVO), I was the only female student to
choose all science subjects in her major. After graduating cum laude, and working hard to
finish my pre-university (VWO) degree, I was super excited to started my Bachelor Ster-
renkunde (Astronomy) in Groningen.

My bachelor project was to build a radio telescope from scratch, together with three
peers. My responsibility was to determine the design requirements and accurately calibrate
the instrument.

During my Master’s degree, I explored a broad range of topics - from theoretical astro-
physics to instrumentation and even business aspects of science. As part of my Master’s
research, I contributed to the development of an evolving astrometric reference system in
collaboration with the Euclid consortium, and completed an internship at ASTRON (the
Netherlands Institute for Radio Astronomy). There, I was challenged to apply machine learn-
ing techniques to improve the health monitoring of the LOFAR radio telescope system. With
no predefined approach, I independently explored, selected, and implemented suitable meth-
ods.

Beyond my studies, I enjoyed sharing my enthusiasm for astronomy: promoting the as-
tronomy degree in Groningen to pre-university students, engaging with the general public
during outreach events, and tutoring physics at high schools. In the later years of my Mas-
ter’s, I coordinated the Blaauw Observatory, where I managed the mobile planetarium and
organized open nights and public events.

After the opportunity arose to join a conference covering the topic of astronomical out-
reach in Japan, I realised I could continue my astronomy career with a PhD. It was that same
year that I met my future-supervisor, Frans Snik, at the Dutch Conference for Astronomy,
during a presentation about artists that use Astronomy as inspiration. I sent a letter to the
University of Leiden, specifically directed to Frans, to apply for one of the instrumentation
projects he was offering. My application was successful, and I begun my PhD research in col-
laboration with the instrumentation group at the Leiden Observatory and the planetary group
from the Technical University of Delft.
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The project took an interdisciplinary approach to develop a full-Stokes spectropolari-
metric model of Earth, implementing data that we would collect ourselves using in-house
developed spectropolarimeters.

During my PhD, I collaborated with a fantastic team of astronomers and physicists from
Leiden University, the University of Bern, the University of Maryland, and the University of
Central Florida. With this team I was able to calibrate spectropolarimeters, use them during
various field campaigns, and simulated Earth-like exoplanets using radiative transfer models.
In the final year of my PhD, I joined Leiden’s exoplanet group, where I explored the fasci-
nating atmospheres of brown dwarfs.

In February 2025, I started working as a senior data specialist at Valcon in Utrecht. Here
I am combining my ability to quickly switch between different projects, communicate with
data scientists, engineers, customers and other stakeholders. From May 2025, I have been
lucky to become part of ProRail’s computer vision team, where we analyse images from
measurement trains and ensure rail safety. As a consultant, I learn new skills every day.
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