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Appendices

Fabiola Diana was born in Turin (Italy) on August 22, 1993 and graduated from
Liceo Carlo Cattaneo (Turin, Italy) in 2012. She completed her Bachelor’s program
in Psychological Sciences at the University of Turin (2012-2015), where she
was trained in experimental psychology, neuroscience, and affective science,
and developed an early interest in emotion perception and social behavior.
She continued at the same institution with a two-year Master of Science in
Neuroscience and Neuropsychology (2015-2017), graduating summa cum laude.
During her Master's program, she undertook a thesis project at the “Puzzle”
Traumatic Brain Injury Rehabilitation Centre in Turin (2016-2017) in collaboration
with Turin Ophthalmic Hospital, investigating facial emotion recognition and
affective processes deficits in patients with acquired brain injury before and after
neurocognitive rehabilitation and visual scanpath training. These experiences
increasingly oriented her interests toward the fundamental bases of emotion,
particularly how emotions are expressed and perceived in social interaction.
Following her Master's degree, Fabiola worked as a research assistant at the
University of Turin under the supervision of Prof. Marco Tamietto and Dr. Alessia
Celeghin (2018-2019), investigating unconscious processing of emotional signals
from faces and bodies and associated autonomic responses. In 2019, she joined
Leiden University as a visiting research assistant in the Department of Cognitive
Psychology, collaborating with Prof. Mariska E. Kret and Dr. Eliska Prochdzkova on
pupil dilation and emotional expression analysis. These experiences sparked her
interest in how social dynamics and affective processes unfold in real interactions,
inspiring her to move beyond highly controlled computer tasks that, though
informative, cannot capture their full complexity and nuances. Later in 2019,
Fabiola was selected as a PhD student at the Comparative Psychology and Affective
Neuroscience lab at Leiden University, under the supervision of Prof. Mariska E.
Kret and Dr. Ruud Hortensius, within an ERC Horizon-funded project. During her
PhD, she investigated how social context modulates mimicry and synchrony,
moving from face-to-face human interaction to mediated communication
and interactions with artificial agents. Her work integrated social neuroscience,
psychophysiology, and human-robot interaction, resulting in several peer-
reviewed publications. Throughout her doctoral training, Fabiola independently
pursued international and interdisciplinary collaborations. She collaborated
with Prof. Lola Cafiamero (CY Cergy Paris Université, France) on evolutionary and
embodied approaches to artificial sociality, with Dr. lvan Norscia (University of
Turin) on comparative perspectives on social behaviour, and with Dr. Oscar Juarez-



Curriculum Vitae

Mora (Universidad Auténoma de Puebla, Mexico) on comparative approaches to
mimicry. She was awarded multiple grants and fellowships, including the Japanese
Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) Postdoctoral Short-Term Fellowship,
which supported her research at the Tokyo Woman'’s Christian University (Japan) in
2023 under the supervision of Prof. Akihiro Tanaka. There, she investigated cross-
cultural differences in dishonesty toward humans and artificial agents using eye-
tracking and pupil size manipulation in naturalistic dyadic interactions. During her
PhD, Fabiola was actively involved in teaching, supervising bachelor’s and master’s
students, and lecturing in social and cognitive neuroscience, emotion, and
psychophysiology. She also delivered several guest lectures at Tokyo Woman'’s
Christian University and Utrecht University, as well as recurrent lectures on
affective processing following traumatic brain injury at the University of Turin. She
regularly presented her work at different international conferences and workshops
across Europe, Australia, Canada, and the United States. Driven by the passion and
inspiration for interdisciplinary research, in 2023, she applied and was awarded a
KIEM seed grant to co-organize an interdisciplinary, cross-species pre-conference
workshop in Belfast (UK) together with Prof. Mariska Kret and Dr. Joost Broekens,
bringing together researchers from animal affective science, human emotion
research, and artificial intelligence. Fabiola is actively engaged in academic service
and community building. She serves as guest editor for a special theme issue on
cross-species emotions and social behaviour, acts as Area Chair for the Human-
Robot Interaction Pioneers, and is an active member of two international scientific
societies. In 2025, she was selected as a Human-Robot Interaction Pioneer, an
international recognition awarded to early-career researchers shaping the future
of the field. Beyond academia, Fabiola is committed to public outreach and
science communication. She has participated in science outreach events, such as
the EuroScience Open Forum (2022), and was a national finalist in Famelab (2020).
In 2025, Fabiola continued her academic career as a postdoctoral researcher
at Utrecht University in the Department of Social, Health, and Organizational
Psychology, working with Dr. Ruud Hortensius on an NWO-funded project they
co-wrote together. Her current research examines multimodal naturalistic social
interactions between humans and Al across the lifespan, combining behavioural
economics paradigms with physiological and neural measurements.
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