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Propositions

. “Nach sprachgeographischer Anschauung besitzt daher jeder Ort seinen eigenen

Dialekt.” [Based on the view of the linguistic geographers, each location has its
own dialect.] (Wiesinger 1983: 807)

“Les riches collections que constituent les atlas linguistiques restent sous-
exploitées.” [The rich collections that make up linguistic atlases remain
underused.] (Séguy 1973: 3)

By obtaining an aggregate characterisation of the data, we “position ourselves to
[...] examine general tendencies in linguistic variation”. (Nerbonne 2010a: 477)
P EHEF IR & B I EDNEOMREIEL ~ & 5 b 5D NSTRHFDH
FEMHEOT ~ 6 GENL  LDERDOMENEFRRELEZEL LITN
IX 7 5 /Uy » ” [Through the interpretation of dialect distribution using dialect
maps and in combination with various branches of the humanities, dialect
geography must develop and reach a more comprehensive and advanced level of
research.] (Grootaers 1976: 158)

Dialectometric analyses reveal extralinguistic patterns reflected in linguistic data,
such as population movements and geographical barriers. (Chapter 5)
Classifying dialects based on aggregate dialect distances cannot return the
“details or explanations of the identified dialect partitions” (Sung and Proki¢ 2024)
Multiple Sequence Alignment is not only the holy grail in molecular biology, but
also a powerful technique which enhances the existing toolkit in dialectometry.
(Chapter 6)

Normalised Pointwise Mutual Information can identify characteristic features
which were previously not mentioned in the traditional classification. (Chapter 6)
Exclusivity is more important than representativeness in automatic feature
extraction, because “a high representativeness of dialects with the identified
feature foundin a dialect group does notimply the feature is exclusive to the area”.
(Sung and Proki¢ 2024)

Dialectologists should not always assume a continuum pattern in dialectal
variation. (Chapter 8)

There are mismatches in dialect areas between the segmental and tonal levels.
(Chapter 8)

Computational methods are not there to replace humans, but to overcome the
limits and barriers of manual analyses; they do not directly provide the answer to
the research questions — interpretations still need to be made by the analysts.



