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Abstract. This study investigates the articulatory and acoustic characteristics of lateral consonants in Bulgarian (

proximity between Bulgarian and Serbian influence pronunciation—especially in language learning. The analysis compares 
the place and manner of articulation of the laterals, as well as their formant structures. Key differences include laminal vs. 
apical articulation, alveo- -
dental and -palatal). Acoustically, the formant behavior of lateral sounds shifts depending on adjacent vowels, 
leading to either convergence or divergence of F1, F2, and F3. The strong interaction between laterals and neighboring sounds 
also produces various individual or dialectal articulation variants. The conclusion emphasizes that, despite many shared 
features, the phonetic differences must be considered when forming an articulatory base for learning either language. 

 
–  l)  (  (l)  (

F1, F F
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English Version (Abridged)
The dynamic development of modern society produces new circumstances that influence the processes within 
speech communities. From a sociolinguistic point of view, changes in the social conditions of interaction among 
native speakers lead to changes in the language of individuals. For example, numerous contact opportunities, such 
as study abroad, Internet communication, migration, cultural and economic relations, etc., with speakers of other 
languages lead to the development of various types of individual and social bilingualism. Learning a foreign 
language begins with mastering the proper articulation of sounds. In sociolinguistic terms, it can be said that the 
formation of individual artificial bilingualism (Pachev, 1993, pp. 340–341) begins at the phonetic level. But when 
there is genealogical closeness between two languages, very often sounds of the foreign language that are close 
to sounds of the native language are not properly articulated. Also, foreign language teachers must pay special 
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attention to the specific articulation of sounds. This is especially true for languages that are not only genealogically 
close, but are also used by neighbouring peoples, such as Bulgarian and Serbian.  

The Bulgarian and Serbian languages belong to the South Slavic language group and have many features 
in common, but also differences that are the result of linguistic and extralinguistic factors. The two languages 
have always been languages in contact through their dialects, and the Western Bulgarian and Eastern Serbian 
dialects have many similar features in the field of phonetics, morphology, syntax, and vocabulary.  

According to Kochev (2010), the phonetic systems of the Eastern and Western Bulgarian dialects reflect 
the typological characteristics of the Eastern and Western Slavic languages. On the one hand, both in the languages 
of the Eastern Slavic group and in the Eastern Bulgarian dialects (as well as the Bulgarian literary language), there 
are many soft consonants, and, on the other hand, similarly to the Western Slavic languages (and the Serbian 
language), there are fewer but very soft consonants in the Western Bulgarian dialects. This is due to the stronger 
interaction between vowels and consonants in contact position in the Eastern Bulgarian dialects, while it is weaker 
in the Western Bulgarian dialects (Kochev, 2010, pp. 20–21). As a result of the vowel-consonant interaction, the 
Bulgarian language has a greater number of consonants, while the Serbian language has a weaker vowel-consonant 
interaction, but a well-pronounced polytony and four accents.  

Obviously, there are differences between the Bulgarian and Serbian languages on both the phonetic and 
morphological levels, but, due to the common basis of the two languages, they have many common features, too.   
The object of the study presented here are the lateral consonants l ) and l) and 

present in a comparative framework some of the articulatory and acoustic 
characteristics of the four consonants (Stoykov, 1966; Tilkov, 1983; Miletich, 1933; Petrovich & Gudurich, 2010). 
To achieve the goal of the study, the following tasks were formulated: 

 
1. Comparing the lateral consonants in the two languages according to place of articulation and manner of 

articulation.   
2. Analysing the acoustic characteristics of the lateral consonants.  
3. Indicating the differences in the articulation of the lateral consonants in Bulgarian and Serbian; for proper 

articulation of the lateral consonants by learners of these two languages.  
 
Lateral consonants are sounds in which an obstruction and a passage simultaneously form in the oral cavity for 
the airstream to flow past. We can say that there is both an obstruction and a passage in the articulation of lateral 
consonants, as in the case of constrictive fricative consonants, but the obstruction is retained during the act of 
articulation. The main articulating organ is the tongue, the front part of which touches a section of the area between 
the teeth and the front portion of the hard palate to make the obstruction, while its ends are relaxed downwards. 
Thus, a lateral passage (or passages) forms (form) for the airstream to flow past.  

As a result of the comparative analysis made in this article of the articulation and acoustic characteristics 
of the lateral consonants l ) and l) and 
can be drawn:  

 
1. The lateral consonants in both languages are articulated by the simultaneous formation by the tongue of 

an obstruction and a passage (or passages). What is different is the elevation of the back of the tongue as 
well as the volume of participation of the t

-
a postalveolar (or palatalized alveo-dental) sound, -palatal (or alveolo-palatal) one.  

2. In terms of acoustics, the formant structures of the lateral sounds in both languages depend on the character 
of the vowels that follow them. In contact with a compact vowel, the first and second formants of the 
lateral consonant become closer, and when a diffuse vowel follows, the second formant of the lateral 
moves away from the first and approaches the third one (Tilkov, 1983; Petrovich & Gudurich, 2010; 
Marinov, 2015).  

3. The strong interaction between the lateral consonants and their neighbouring sounds has resulted in the 
recording in both languages of many personal or dialectal articulation variants, which include both very 
soft (palatal) consonants as well as hard (velarized) consonants.  

 
In conclusion, we can summarize that the Bulgarian and Serbian laterals have many features in common, but there 
are also differences that should be emphasized in the formation of the articulation base when learning either of 
the languages.  
 



JOURNAL OF GLOBAL SOCIOLINGUISTICS | VOLUME 1 | ISSUE 2 | DECEMBER 2025

28 

1.  

(Ivanova

 

- -
Kochev, 2010, pp. 20–
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Tilkov, 1982, p. 64). 
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2.1  
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Petrovich & Gudurich, 2010, pp. 175, 184). 
 

– 

 
 

 

 
– 

Shkarich, 1991, 192–
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Stoykov, 1952). 
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 –  Tilkov, 1983, p. 91; Petrovich & Gudurich, 
2010, pp. 175, 185). 

4. 

Stoykov, 2002; Tsonev, 2008, pp. 128–
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(Padareva-Ilieva & Mitsova, 2017; Padareva-Ilieva & Mitsova, 2020; Mitsova, Padareva-Ilieva & 
Smakman, 2022).  
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