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Thijs Victor Bierman was born on the 12" of April 1996, in Haarlem, the
Netherlands. Thereafter he was raised in Driehuis, a small village located
close to forest and dune areas. Because of this, Thijs was able to develop his
innate interest in nature. After finishing high school, he went to Wageningen
University, the Netherlands where he completed a bachelor’s in biology and
a master’s in plant science with a focus on entomology and plant pathology.
Aspiring to become an agricultural ecologist and pest control specialist, Thijs
studied insect and plant ecology, taxonomy and cultivation techniques, and
performed insect behavioral and pest control studies as part of his thesis
projects. His second thesis project involved an internship at an agricultural
pest control company, Koppert Biological Systems B.V. Driven by his desire
for more sustainable agricultural systems and a greener world overall, he
became part of Leiden Universities’ Plant Ecology group (currently known
as the Above-Belowground Interactions group) where he started his PhD
under supervision of Prof. Dr. Peter G. L. Klinkhamer and Dr. Young Hae
Choi as part of the NWO funded Plant Self-Defense project. During later
stages of his PhD project supervision was done by Dr. Klaas Vrieling and
Prof. Dr. Ir. T. Martijn Bezemer. The findings of the PhD research on the use
of sprayable agricultural glues made from natural materials to control thrips
and other small arthropod pests are presented in this thesis.
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