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CURRICULUM VITAE

I was born on July 17th, 1998, in Amsterdam, Netherlands. Astronomy
first peaked my interest in high school, which I attended at the Gerrit van
der Veen College between 2010 and 2016. The school had a focus on art
and culture, but I was more interested in the STEM subjects. I already
enjoyed watching documentaries about space on TV, but about halfway
through high school I got a new physics teacher that really ignited my
interest in space and physics more generally. Gideon Koekoek was still
an active researcher in gravitational waves, but had decided to also teach
highschool physics during this period. I became more and more curiosity
driven and decided to study physics and astronomy at the University of
Amsterdam and the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.

During my bachelors degree I noticed that I found the astronomy courses
consistently the most fun and interesting. I took every opportunity to regis-
ter for the astronomy activities and courses on offer. For my bachelor thesis
project I decided to work with dr. Jacco Vink on the distribution of the
remnants of exploding stars, known as supernova remnants. The project
was my first exposure to mostly independent research and a great learning
experience for me. The results were interesting enough that I decided that
I wanted to try to get it published during my masters, which resulted in my
earliest first-author peer-reviewed publication in 2021. Already during my
bachelors, but especially during my masters, I came to realise that especially
observational astronomy appealed greatly to me. In parallel to publishing
my bachelors research I started my 1 year master research project in the
group of prof. dr. Rudy Wijnands. This research projected was very obser-
vationally oriented and the goal was to contribute to a pipeline that could
automatically detect ultraviolet transient events using public data from the
Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory. I learned a lot about research, critical
thinking, and academic writing during this time, not in small part due to
the mentoring of dr. David Modiano.

At the start of the second year of my master, I decided that I wanted
to continue in astronomy after the master and pursue a PhD. My most
important criterion on choosing a PhD position was that it needed to be
observational. I found the perfect fit with a PhD position in the group
of prof. dr. Elena Maria Rossi at Leiden Observatory, co-supervised by
prof. dr. Sergey E. Koposov at the University of Edinburgh and dr. Tom-
maso Marchetti at the European Southern Observatory. I started my PhD
at the tail-end of COVID, which fortunately allowed me to come into the
office regularly. The aim of my PhD has been to search for and characterise
rare, extremely fast stars ejected by a dynamical interaction with a massive
black hole using large surveys while also obtaining my own observations. I
managed to write four more first author peer-reviewed publications during
my PhD which can be read in this thesis.
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Even though I will not continue my career in academic astronomy re-
search, the experiences and skills I acquired during my studies and PhD will
certainly form who I am and how I work moving forward.
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