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Curriculum Vitae

Eleonora Alida Maria Bakker, known as Noor, was born on September 27, 1988, in
Heemstede, the Netherlands. She obtained her VWO diploma from Vrije School De Berkel
in Zutphen in 2007. She then pursued a BSc in Biology at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam,
graduating in 2010. Building on this foundation, she completed an MSc in Biomolecular
Sciences with a specialization in Cell Biology in 2013.

After her master’s, Noor worked as a research technician in the group of Prof. Dr. Peter
J. Peters at the Netherlands Cancer Institute (NKI), where she focused on structural biology
using (cryo) electron microscopy. She then spent five years as a technician in the GMP
therapeutic production facility at NKI, where she was involved in the production of clinical-
grade TILs, TCR-transduced T cells, and multiple vaccines. She also played a key role in the
immunomonitoring of clinical trials and contributed to translational research projects in
collaboration with the groups of Prof. Dr. Ton N. Schumacher and Prof. Dr. John B. A. G.
Haanen. Her work contributed to the development of a novel method to induce neoantigen-
specific T cells using peptide-loaded DCs, a technique that was patented and is now being
tested in clinical studies.

After this productive period, Noor decided to further her scientific career by pursuing
a PhD. In 2018, she joined the lab of Prof. Dr. Karin E. de Visser at the Netherlands Cancer
Institute, working closely with her co-promotor Dr. Marleen Kok. Her research focused on
the influence of tumor subtype and stage on the systemic immune landscape of breast
cancer patients, with a particular interest in neutrophil biology. She was involved in the
translational research of multiple clinical studies led by Dr. Marleen Kok and served as a
bridge between the Kok and De Visser labs. Additionally, she studied systemic responses
and immunotherapy effects in patients with breast cancer and uVIN lesions. The findings
of this work are presented in this thesis.
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