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Stalin Wladimir Sarango Flores was born on 
April 23, 1986, in Loja, Ecuador. In 2011, 
he completed his undergraduate studies in 
Agronomy at the National University of Loja. 
In 2015, he obtained his master’s degree in 
Agricultural Microbiology at the University 
of São Paulo (Brazil), where he developed his 
thesis under the supervision of Dr. Rodrigo 
Mendes at EMBRAPA-Environment (Brazil-
ian Agricultural Research Corporation). This 
work allowed him to deepen his understanding 
of plant–microbe interactions and the role of 
beneficial microorganisms in agriculture. After 
completing his master’s degree, he returned to 
Ecuador, where he expanded his experience 
in teaching and research. He later joined the 
research group of Dr. Pieter van ‘t Hof at Universidad San Francisco de Quito (USFQ), 
where he carried out experiments and data analyses involving commercial tomato seeds 
and natural soils from northern Ecuador. In 2018, he was awarded a PhD scholarship 
from the Ecuadorian National Secretariat of Higher Education, Science, Technology 
and Innovation (SENESCYT), and in 2019 began his doctoral research under the 
supervision of Prof. Dr. Jos M. Raaijmakers at the Netherlands Institute of Ecology 
(NIOO-KNAW) and the Institute of Biology at Leiden University. Later, he joined 
to the MiCRop project (www.microp.org). The findings of this work are presented in 
this thesis, entitled “Microbial footprints of tomato domestication”. After the completion 
of his doctoral studies, he returned to Ecuador, where he has continued collaborating 
on academic and research activities. His motivation as a researcher lies in improving 
sustainable agriculture through the study and application of beneficial microorganisms. 
He strongly believes in the power of collaboration, knowledge sharing, and the integra-
tion of science with local practices to promote agricultural development, especially in 
rural areas where scientific knowledge can have a transformative impact on communi-
ties and the environment.
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