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Curriculum Vitae

Konstantinos Georgopoulos was born on July 5, 1994, in
Athens, the capital of Greece. Growing up, he witnessed
the devastating impact of frequent forest wildfires—a
formative experience that would later inspire his passion
for ecosystem restoration. In 2012, he enrolled at the
Agricultural University of Athens to study natural resource
management through an integrated MSc program. There,
he developed a deep interest in soil science and became

fascinated by the complex and dynamic world beneath our
feet. After graduating and completing his military service, he was encouraged by his
former internship supervisor, Dr. loannis Baziotis, to continue his academic journey
abroad. In 2018, Konstantinos moved to the Netherlands to pursue a second master’s
degree in soil biology at Wageningen University. Under the guidance of Prof. Dr.
ir. Jan-Willem van Groenigen and Prof. Dr. ir. Gerlinde de Deyn, he investigated
how the fear of predation in soil fauna influences greenhouse gas emissions.
During an internship at the Netherlands Institute of Ecology (NIOO-KNAW), he
expanded his focus to terrestrial ecology, studying the effects of large herbivore
grazing on soil greenhouse gas emissions under the supervision of Dr. Ciska Veen.
Fueled by his growing passion for ecology and backed by his background in soil
science, Konstantinos joined the Above- and Belowground Interactions Group at
the Institute of Biology in Leiden in May 2021. His PhD research, conducted under
the supervision of Prof. Dr. ir. T. Martijn Bezemer and Dr. Sofia I.F. Gomes, focused
on how changing soil biotic and abiotic characteristics influence trees and their root
symbionts during afforestation. The findings of this research are presented in this
dissertation. Having now completed his PhD, Konstantinos is eager to continue his
journey in academia and beyond—communicating research to broader audiences
and restoring forest ecosystems one tree at a time.
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