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CURRICULUM VITAE

I was born on June 15th, 1996 in Palermo, the main city of Sicily in South-
ern Italy, but I grew up in a smaller city nearby named Bagheria. Even
people from Northern Italy struggle to understand what coming from the
South, and in particular from an island, really means. From the “South”,
we Sicilians learn that time flows differently. If the weather is too hot, life
tends to slow down. But in general, we do not really like rushing anything,
and we would rather enjoy any single moment. We could say that life is
still marked by seasons, by the sunlight, and sometimes by the bells of a
church. From the “island” side, I developed a deep and visceral connection
to the sea. Its sound, smell, and even salt, make me happy. These feelings
probably found fertile ground in me as I spent most of my childhood at my
mum’s hometown, a tiny village of less than 500 souls located on top of a
hill and named Condro, close to Milazzo (the place where there is the best
sea in the world).

From this side, my childhood was pretty nice and smooth, growing up
with my younger brother Simone (beloved just for the past 10 years), and
balanced with a strong commitment to schoolwork. The reason for that
was primarily my mum, Anna Maria, at least at the very beginning. She
really wanted me to have a brilliant future, ever since I was very young. In
fact, when I was less than 5 years old, before starting elementary school, she
homeschooled me, teaching me to read and write, and essentially making
me the smartest kid in kindergarten. Later in school, I studied hard and
enjoyed pretty much all the different subjects, without a particular favorite.
However, in an old diary, I found a note from when I was 8 years old, saying
that I watched an outreach TV program about the Universe, and I was
astonished by how much about the Universe we still do not know. I like to
think of that as the beginning of everything.

The downside of being a studious kid was, of course, bullying. I still have
mixed feelings when I think about my time in school. On the one hand, I
was happy to learn many things and prove that I was a good student; on
the other hand, I had very few friends, almost no one used to come to my
birthday parties, and I suffered from different injustices in all the schools
I attended. During that period, what helped me build self-confidence and
make friends was attending acting classes (until I was ~ 13 years old) and
playing volleyball (which I still love and do). The passion for volleyball
came from the special bond I have always had with my cousin Clarissa. I
cannot help but smile when I think about us playing at grandma’s house
and bringing destruction everywhere.

When I went to high school, at Liceo Scientifico “Giuseppe D’Alessandro”,
things improved a little bit friend-wise, and I could enjoy those years much
more than the previous ones. Also, at that point, it was pretty clear that
I had a marked inclination for all the scientific subjects, and especially for
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mathematics, whose exercises I often solved just for fun. When it was time
to choose a university, I did not want to study only pure math, because
part of me feared it would drive me to madness; instead, the obvious choice
seemed to be Physics in Palermo. I graduated from high school in July 2015
with a final grade of 100/100, and everything felt as though it had already
been written. Yet I was not entirely convinced about studying Physics; 1
knew something was missing. I began searching online for programs that
aligned more closely with my true passion: Astronomy, and I found bache-
lor’s courses both in Bologna and Padova. A few days later, I was hanging
out with friends, and I met a schoolmate who had moved to Bologna the
year before to start the university there. We spent the whole night talking,
and at that point, I was sure of what I wanted; so, less than a month later,
I left my hometown and moved to Bologna to start a new chapter of my
life.

I obtained my bachelor’s degree in Astronomy at Alma Mater Studio-
rum, University of Bologna in December 2018, with a final grade of 106,/110,
and a thesis titled “Mechanisms of Energy Transport in Astrophysics” su-
pervised by Prof. Daniele Dallacasa. Immediately afterward, I enrolled in
the master’s program in Astrophysics and Cosmology, still at the University
of Bologna. I obtained the master’s degree in March 2021 (remotely, due to
the COVID-19 pandemic) with a final grade of 109/110, and a thesis on “The
primordial structure of Multiple Populations in the Globular Cluster NGC
24197, which later on ended up in the publication of my first paper. This
project was supervised by Dr. Mario Cadelano, Dr. Emanuele Dalessan-
dro, and Prof. Barbara Lanzoni, all of whom inspired me and conveyed a
genuine joy for research. This was a wonderful conclusion to my time in
Bologna, for which I will always be grateful, as I met many extraordinary
people and found a bit of myself on the way.

After months of uncertainty about where the next step would lead me, in
September 2021, I won the Ph.D. position that brought me to Leiden, in the
Netherlands, to work with Prof. Joe Hennawi on high-redshift quasars. This
was a different topic from the one I had explored in my master’s thesis, and
it truly felt like stepping out of my comfort zone. However, I was certain
of my desire to pursue a Ph.D. and to do research, and I knew that life
is a never-ending process of learning that constantly pushes us forward.
These past four years have been a real roller coaster, both personally and
academically, but full of rewarding experiences and people who have been
essential in helping me reach this point. After completing my Ph.D. journey,
I will begin a postdoctoral position at Gemini Observatory in Hilo, Hawalii,
under the supervision of Dr. Emanuele Paolo Farina, continuing work on
high-redshift quasars.
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