
Collaborative meaning-making: the emergence of novel
languages in humans, machines, and human-machine
interactions
Kouwenhoven, T.

Citation
Kouwenhoven, T. (2025, October 30). Collaborative meaning-making: the
emergence of novel languages in humans, machines, and human-machine
interactions. SIKS Dissertation Series. Retrieved from
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/4281976
 
Version: Publisher's Version

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis
in the Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/4281976
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if
applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/4281976


186

Acknowledgements

Life as a PhD candidate is somewhat strange. Many bright minds surround you, but your quest
is very personal: only you can do it. Interacting with people is thus paramount. Without them, I
do not think there is a thing called a ‘successful’ dissertation. I want to thank some people with
whom I frequently interacted and who helped making my life as a PhD candidate a success.

I was very fortunate to have Tessa Verhoef as my co-promoter. We shared many unforget-
table moments: from Sushi, Macaques, and Ramen bowls in Japan, to nailing statistical analyses
above the Atlantic Ocean, to hiking in Wisconsin, Bangkok, and Singapore. Tessa, thank you for
your support and dedication, which allowed me to research what I am passionate about. I hope
to share many more moments in the future.

Bram van Dijk and Max Peeperkorn, I have long thought about my acknowledgements to
you, and to this moment, I still do not know how to do you justice. You have been my sparring
partners, inspiration sources, and complaining buddies, I could go on for hours. But most
importantly, you are very good friends. Bram, what started with coffee and a stroll around
Leiden became true companionship. Besides your ever-listening ear and critical view, I dearly
value our mutually grown hobby of introducing new things to each other, like Hans van Werven
cigars, eating ramen with chopsticks, and slurping oysters. Max, our story also starts with
a multitude of strolls, this time through Linz. Our weekly meetings, in which we discussed
programming issues, paper writing, and simple chitchat, were something I always looked
forward to. Beyond the Fridays, you were always available–no matter what time of day. Even
to the point that Anniko once asked me whether I also helped you! I hope I did. Besides work,
you are a true friend with whom I hope to spend more time in the future!

Initially, it seemed challenging to position my work between linguistics and computer
science, but I believe that this has become one of its strengths. Thanks to my promotor Stephan
Raaijmakers, I had the opportunity and freedom to settle between these fields. Roy de Kleijn, as
my co-promotor, you helped set up experiments and were always there to listen, thank you. I
know where to find you on October 2nd.

Max van Duijn, even though you had no formal role during my PhD, you were always
interested, giving me the feeling that my work mattered. Besides, you taught me a great deal
about the world of roasted beans. Thank you, Max. To learning from each other when we



187

collaborate in the future!
I am grateful to Kiana Shahrasbi, Koen Poortvliet, and Neval Kara for their help in conduct-

ing experiments during my PhD. Of course, I also want to thank all the participants; without
you, there would be nothing to analyse. I hope you enjoyed taking part.

Thanks to all the people at the office, including (but not limited to) Bernard Hilpert, Dan Xu,
Danica Mast, Evani Lachmansing, Koen Ponse, Marcello Gómez-Maureira, Matthias Müller-
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21 Alejandro Moreno Célleri (UT), From Traditional to Interactive Playspaces: Automatic Analysis of Player Behavior in the Interactive Tag Playground
22 Grace Lewis (VUA), Software Architecture Strategies for Cyber-Foraging Systems
23 Fei Cai (UvA), Query Auto Completion in Information Retrieval
24 Brend Wanders (UT), Repurposing and Probabilistic Integration of Data; An Iterative and data model independent approach
25 Julia Kiseleva (TU/e), Using Contextual Information to Understand Searching and Browsing Behavior
26 Dilhan Thilakarathne (VUA), In or Out of Control: Exploring Computational Models to Study the Role of Human Awareness and Control in Behavioural Choices,

with Applications in Aviation and Energy Management Domains
27 Wen Li (TUD), Understanding Geo-spatial Information on Social Media
28 Mingxin Zhang (TUD), Large-scale Agent-based Social Simulation - A study on epidemic prediction and control
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