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Education Statement of the Graduate School

Experimental Plant Sciences

Issued to:  Linda Gouka
Date:   15 October 2025
Group:  Microbial Ecology
University: Leiden University & Netherlands Institute of Ecology (NIOO-KNAW)

1. Start-Up Phase date cp

» First presentation of your project

Diversity and Functions of Phyllosphere Yeasts 10-11-2020 1.5

» Writing or rewriting a project proposal

Diversity and Functions of Phyllosphere Yeasts 30-01-2021 6.0

» MSc courses

Subtotal Start-Up Phase 7.5

2. Scientifi c Exposure date cp

» EPS PhD days

EPS PhD days ‘Get2Gether’, Soest (NL) 03/04-05-2022 0.6

EPS PhD days ‘Get2Gether’, Soest (NL) 01/02-05-2023 0.6

» EPS theme symposia* 

EPS theme 2 ‘Interactions between Plants and Biotic Agents, Wagenin-
gen (NL)

26-10-2023 0.3

» National platform meetings

Annual Meeting ‘Experimental Plant Sciences’ (online) 12/13-04-2021 0.5

Annual Meeting ‘Experimental Plant Sciences’, Lunteren (NL) 11/12-04-2022 0.6

Annual Meeting ‘Experimental Plant Sciences’, Lunteren (NL) 17/18-04-2023 0.6

3rd Conferen of the Netherlands Society for Evolutionary Biology 
(NLSEB) (online)

19/20-04-2021 0.6

» Seminars (series), workshops and symposia

NIOO-wide seminar at NIOO-KNAW 22-11-2021 0.1

Metabolomics workshop online organized by MATRIX 10-11-2021 0.2

Volatile Organic Compounds analysis workshop 04-02-2022 0.1

Introduction to Bioinformatics workshop at NIOO-KNAW 17-10-2022 0.2

How to perform mzMine analysis workshop at NIOO-KNAW 21-11-2022 0.2

Agilent Masshunter LC-qTOF training at NIOO-KNAW 22-02-2023 0.3

Agilent Masshunter GC-qTOF & GC-MS training at NIOO-KNAW 03-03-2023 0.3

Volatile analysis study group workshop at NIOO-KNAW 25-10-2023 0.1

Untargeted Volatilomics Analysis workshop at NIOO-KNAW 27-01-2023 0.1



Untargeted Volatilomics Analysis workshop at NIOO-KNAW 03-02-2023 0.1

Untargeted Volatilomics Analysis workshop at NIOO-KNAW 10-02-2023 0.1

» Seminar plus

» International symposia and congresses

15th International Congress on Yeasts meets the 30th International 
Conference on Yeast Genetics and Molecular Biology (ICY15 meets 
ICYGMB30) (online)

23/27-08-2021 1.5

MiCROPe Symposium, Vienna (AT) 11/14-07-2022 1.2

Phyllosphere 2022 Conference, Davis (US) 18/21-07-2022 1.2

Copenhagen Bioscience Conference: Plant-Microbe Interactions, 
Hillerød (DK)

13/17-11-2022 1.2

4th Plant Microbiome Symposium, Quito (EC) 01/04-08-2023 1.2

» Presentations

Poster presentation at ICYGMB30 (online) 24-08-2021 1.0

Oral presentation for NIOO-KNAW-wide seminar series 22-11-2021 1.0

Oral presentation at the Annual meeting ‘Experimental Plant Sciences’ in 
Lunteren (NL)

11-04-2022 1.0

Oral presentation at the EPS PhD days ‘Get2Gether’ in Soest (NL) 03-05-2022 1.0

Oral presentation at the Phyllosphere 2022 Conference in Davis (US) 21-07-2022 1.0

Poster presentation and prize at Plant-Microbe Interactions in Hillerød 
(DK)

14-11-2022 1.0

Poster presentation and prize at 4th Plant Microbiome symposium in 
Quito (EC)

02-08-2023 1.0

Oral presentation at 4th Plant Microbiome Symposium in Quito (EC) 03-08-2023 1.0

Oral presentation at EPS Theme 2 ‘Interactions between Plants and Biotic 
Agents’ in Wageningen (NL)

26-10-2023 1.0

» Interviews

3rd year interview with an EPS research theme coordinator 13-06-2023 0.7

» Excursions

Subtotal Scientific Exposure 21.6

3. In-Depth Studies date cp

» Advanced scientific courses & workshops

EPS Bioinformatic Introduction Course 10/14-07-2024 1.5

EPS CRISPR/Cas course 16/17-11-2023 0.6

» Journal Club

» Individual research training

Visit to University of Copenhagen to work in the biochemistry depart-
ment with Prof. Dr. Jan H. Christensen

13/17-12-2021 1.5

Subtotal In-Depth Studies 3.6
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4. Personal Development date cp

» General skill trainings courses

Scientifi c Conduct for PhDs (Science) 17-10-2024 0.3

Adobe InDesign - from Dissertation Layout to Poster Design (online) 7/28-11-2023 1.1

Writing Grant Proposals (online) 8-11-2023 - 24-
01-2024

2.0

» Organisation of scientifi c meetings, PhD courses or outreach activities

» Membership of EPS PhD Council

Subtotal Start-Up Phase 3.4

5. Teaching & Supervision Duties date cp

» Courses

» Supervision of BSc/MSc projects 3.0

HBO Student ‘Degradation of methanol and mycotoxins by phyllo-
sphere microorganisms’

01-09-2021 - 
01-04-2022

HBO student ‘Wheat leaf colonization of Aureobasidium sp. and its 
inhibitory eff ect on Fusarium graminearum growth and mycotoxin 
production’

13-02-2023 - 
03-07-2023

HBO student ‘Volatile Aff airs in the Phyllosphere’ 20-02-2023 - 
10-07-2023

MSc student ‘Spatiotemporal distribution of foliar yeasts in the wheat 
phyllosphere and their biocontrol potential against the fungal patho-
gen Fusarium graminearum’

13-04-2023 - 
13-10-2023

MSc student ‘Exploring yeast-based biological control agents for Fusari-
um Head Blight management in wheat’

01-10-2023 - 
01-04-2024

HBO student ‘Molecular and chemical interactions among phyllosphere 
microorganisms

01-02-2024 - 
01-07-2024

Subtotal Teaching & Supervision Duties 3.0

Total number of credit points** 39.1

Herewith the Graduate School declares that the PhD candidate has complied with the educational 
requirements set by the Educational Committee of EPS with a minimum total of 30 ECTS credits.

* Exemption for minimal requirement of 2x attending an EPS theme symposium, due to personal 
circumstances.

** A credit represents a normative study load of 28 hours of study.


