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CURRICULUM VITAE

I was born on a hot summer day (or so I am told) in Paris, on the 5th of July
1995. Although I started out with my parents all to myself, I soon gained not
one, not two, but three younger brothers. Each welcome addition to the family
brought a move to a house progressively farther from the French capital, into
the countryside of Les Yvelines, eventually ending up in the town of Thoiry.
These early years are filled with memories of running through the fields with
my brothers and our dog, watching TV by the fireplace with our cats on our
laps, and going on adventurous bike rides with my friends. It was also in these
years that my interest for astronomy first reared its head.

The first thing to trigger my fascination with space was the hand-drawn
images from the children’s book "L’imagery de I’espace". I then read through
everything the local public school library had to offer on the subject, finally
convincing my parents to subscribe to a weekly space magazine, the bundled
collection of which I still have in my bookcase today. In my 11th summer, my
parents decided to take it a step further and show me the true scale of a planet,
so we went to live on (what felt like) the other side of the world: Doha, Qatar.

We were enrolled at the American School of Doha, giving me the surreal
experience of being in a classroom where I did not understand the language
being spoken (mentally preparing me for future university calculus courses).
Luckily this only lasted a little while, and we adjusted well to expat life. It was
there that I got my first taste of "scientific" experimentation by taking part in
the 5th grade science fair with two classmates - and taking home first place. It
was also in Qatar that my mind was truly opened to music, discovering that
there was more than Sean Paul and French rap. I picked up the guitar and
quickly became convinced my goal in life was to become a rock star.

Eventually, we moved back to Europe, settling in Hellerup, Denmark, a
town on the outskirts of Copenhagen. Coming from the very limited freedom
of compound life in Qatar, being free to roam through Copenhagen was very
well timed for my 15 year old self. It was during these years that I went
through a lot of personal development (as I guess most teenagers do). I was
also becoming more aware of the fact that I had had a very privileged childhood,
and thought that I should capitalise on that by doing something in which I felt
I could really contribute something to the world. At the time, I was convinced
that space travel was the solution to all of humanity’s problems. This, coupled
with my ever-lingering fascination with space, led me to decide that I wanted
to study astronomy. And so, after finishing high school in the summer of 2014,
I moved to Leiden.

I only later found out that Leiden is a very good place to study astronomy.
My first reason for moving there was the convenience of starting my stay in
the Netherlands by moving in with my aunt and uncle for the first half year.
The three years of my bachelor’s were mainly characterised by the precarious
balancing act of spending almost all of my free time at my student society
(Quintus) while still doing enough work to pass all my courses. Somehow I
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managed and after three years I had my bachelor’s diploma in the pocket,
although my extracurricular activities might have been reflected in my grade
point average. It was these same extracurricular activities though, that led to
me being asked to be the head of the full-time board of my student society for
a year, which I accepted. This kicked off a very tumultuous year that tested me
in many different ways, but also gave me some of the most memorable moments
of my life - and of course, led to me meeting Marleen.

The next goal was to get my master’s degree. After a few months of read-
justing to going back to lectures and re-learning how to use my brain, I realised
that if I wanted to continue in astronomy, I had to put a lot more time and effort
into my masters than I had during my bachelor’s. The extra work paid off and
for my second research project I was selected to do a project at ESA/ESTEC.
Walking past actual spaceships while on my way to my office was a dream
come true (even if my office was located in the break room). Sadly however,
the in-office experience was cut short by the pandemic.

Luckily, the interview rounds for a PhD position at Leiden had already taken
place when (to quote one of the professors at the time) COVID-19 was still a
"far-off Chinese disease", and I was accepted for the PhD position that led to
the writing of this thesis. Although it was tough to start these years during
the lockdowns, I was lucky enough to have many good friends and family living
nearby. Once the restrictions were lifted and conferences started up again, a
whole new world opened up for me - finally making me feel like I was truly part
of a scientific community. I am very grateful for the large number of places that
I was able to visit and the amazing people I was able to meet from all over the
world. All in all, my PhD was a very positive experience. However, towards
the end I found myself to be increasingly distracted by many of the more acute
issues that our society is facing today. For this reason, for the moment being,
I have decided to leave the academic world for a job as a scientific software
engineer in the space industry - still keeping to my initial ideals, but now more
practically oriented.

I am ever grateful for my life thus far and I look forward to seeing what the
future holds.
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“Tout est vrai, et rien n’est vrail”
"Everything is true, and nothing is true!”

— L’Etranger, Albert Camus



