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Prof. Dr. Robert Rissmann. There, she developed novel methods to quantify skin lesions in a
Phase Il clinical trial for moderate to severe psoriasis. Alongside, she worked as a laboratory
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student research assistant.

Tessa completed her master’s program with a graduation internship at Ncardia (formerly
Pluriomics), where she delved into the fascinating and rapidly evolving field of stem cells. Under
the guidance of Fleur Stevenhagen and Dr. Marijn Vlaming, she explored the characteristics
of human-induced pluripotent stem cell-derived cardiomyocytes (hiPSC-CMs) and their
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for drug safety and efficacy testing. She was awarded the Jr. Investigator Travel Award by the
Safety Pharmacology Society (SPS) and her contributions were recognized with invitations
for presentations at various scientific conferences and events.

In 2019, Tessa began her PhD as part of a collaborative project between the LUMC and
Ncardia, under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Christine Mummery, Dr. Richard Davis, and
Dr. Stefan Braam. Her research, detailed in this thesis, was presented at various (online)
conferences. During her PhD, she co-founded the Early Career Researcher (ECR) committee
for both local and international members of the reNEW consortium (Novo Nordisk Foundation
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grew: she actively contributed to and chaired several committees. In 2022, she was elected
to the SPS Board of Directors, and upon completing her term in 2024, joined the Program
Committee to help shape future annual meetings.
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In 2022, Tessajoined Sync Biosystems (part of the Demcon group) inits earliest stages, working
alongside Dr. Ir. Berend van Meer, Ir. Jasmijn Blskens, and Dr. Michiel Jannink to establish
the company and its lab in Leiden. As Director of Biology she oversees the development and
implementation of applications and client projects. Sync Biosystems specializes in developing
innovative microfluidic technology to bring precise fluidic control and kinetics to sensitive cell
culture systems, driving advancements in biotechnology.
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