
Asserting princely power in Hesse-Kassel and the Dutch Republic: the
courts of Landgrave Wilhelm IX and Stadholder Willem V in
comparison (c. 1770-1806)
Somsen, Q.O,

Citation
Somsen, Q. O. ,. (2025, June 11). Asserting princely power in Hesse-Kassel and the Dutch
Republic: the courts of Landgrave Wilhelm IX and Stadholder Willem V in comparison (c.
1770-1806). Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/4249955
 
Version: Publisher's Version

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/4249955
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/4249955


 

374 
 

Appendices 
 

 
 

 Landgrave Wilhelm IX 
 (1785-1806) 

Stadholder Willem V 
(1766-1795) 

Noble court officers  
(without the pages)   

25-49 (on average: 30) 20-39 (on average: 29)  

Including aides-de-camp 
(counƟng only those who had no 
court office) 

26-49 (on average: 32)*  26-52 (on average: 40) 

Pages  10-17 (on average: 12) 4-10 (on average: 8) 

Court size 289-415 249-311** 

Size of central government 
insƟtuƟons    

199-271 - 

Army size1  12.000-14.000  37.000  

PopulaƟon size  
c. 17902 

400.000 2.077.000*** 

Landmass in km² (see: 3)  9.037 km² c. 25.000 km²  

PopulaƟon density in km² 44  83 

Table 6. Court, country, army, and populaƟon size  
 
* The landgrave’s had five Flügel-Adjudanten on average, but most of them also had a court office 
except for an average of two. So the court and military entourage overlapped adding only two 
addiƟonal people.   
** Not including the roughly three to four dozen palace caretakers, gardeners, and huntsmen. 
*** This is only the populaƟon in the Dutch Republic and does not include the inhabitants of the 
principality of Orange-Nassau. 

 
1 Pelizaeus, AufsƟeg, 87-90; Peter H. Wilson, ‘The PoliƟcs of Military Recruitment in Eighteenth-
Century Germany’, The English Historical Review, vol. 117, Issue 472 (2002) 536–568, there 560; 
Nimwegen, De Nederlandse Burgeroorlog, 125.  
2 Pelizaeus, AufsƟef, 87-90; Richard Paping, ‘General Dutch populaƟon development 1400-1850: 
ciƟes and countryside’, paper presented at the First Conference of the European Society of 
Historical Demography (ESHD) (Sassari-Alghero 2014) 8.  
3 In c. 1800, see: Peter H. Wilson, From Reich to RevoluƟon: German History, 1558-1806 (Bristol 
2004) 369; idem., ‘The PoliƟcs of Military Recruitment’, 560 (note 90); Joel Mokyr ed., The Oxford 
Encyclopedia of Economic History 5 vols., vol. I (Oxford 2003) 384. 
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  Labour  Kitchen  Stables  Privy  Other  Total 
1761 92.383 65.407 36.670 11.631 59.881 265.971 
1762 93.434 78.344 32.257 11.582 85.926 301.543 
1763 93.585 95.469 64.072 15.837 100.520 369.483 
1764 94.407 100.138 52.082 14.233 86.242 347.102 
1765 98.130 113.354 45.879 26.992 96.707 381.062 
       
1766 120.979 144.892 98.550 93.311 75.920 533.653 
1767 133.979 167.747 108.889 151.726 351.191 913.533 
1768 160.783 195.775 77.742 169.216 85.820 689.336 
1769 164.095 188.003 108.179 140.118 83.442 683.837 
1770 158.960 195.389 93.753 116.977 75.961 641.040 
1771 160.320 207.611 92.268 96.311 85.431 641.940 
1772 152.721 213.320 82.657 132.440 102.401 683.538 
1773 152.596 201.018 88.720 123.370 78.023 643.727 
1774 154.327 222.090 77.465 119.175 76.834 649.891 
1775 151.623 221.509 78.235 104.771 83.323 639.460 
1776 151.313 208.591 101.381 129.012 69.488 659.785 
1777 152.715 237.433 91.428 116.772 86.009 684.357 
1778 149.519 224.860 72.943 125.414 71.732 644.469 
1779 142.448 215.833 65.427 128.910 81.166 633.783 
1780 150.131 212.470 95.127 139.484 80.965 678.177 
1781 151.718 178.963 77.624 145.476 74.360 628.140 
1782 151.229 179.974 85.508 167.562 92.381 676.654 
1783 153.227 165.464 89.759 176.904 82.793 668.147 
1784 150.044 169.720 83.519 160.933 78.268 642.483 
1785 155.568 188.353 115.354 152.931 91.451 703.657 
1786 162.033 180.151 96.536 140.179 87.820 666.719 
1787 154.807 185.109 116.626 137.489 87.426 681.458 
1788 141.984 161.843 109.435 108.035 94.538 615.835 
1789 148.172 196.444 105.286 134.122 104.308 688.332 
1790 152.610 203.066 87.139 130.390 114.434 687.639 
1791 162.051 179.890 97.778 59.579 104.783 604.082 
1792 148.397 198.594 114.823 228.653 140.414 830.881 
Average 
1766/92 

151.420 194.226  93.042 134.416 97.803,09 670.909 

Table 7. Breakdown of the stadholder’s court expenditure from 1761 to 1792. The years 1766 and 
1767 were a turning point in terms of expenses as Willem V took office and married. The average 
expenses are therefore calculated for his term in office only. For this table, I have subsumed the 
twenty-three sub-categories in the household accounts under five more general categories. Labour 
costs include: 1. Tractementen, 2. Kostgelden, 3. Logement en quarƟergelden van alle 
departementen. Kitchen costs include: 4. Keuken, 5. BoƩelarie, 6. Extra rekeningen van keuken en 
boƩelarie, 7. Wijnen, and 8. Bier, mol en mineraele wateren. Stables include: 9. Fourage voor 
paarden, 10. Inkoop van paerden, herstellen van koetsen, 11. De liveryen, and 12. Reiskosten. Privy 
includes: 13. De Prive Cassa en menus Plaisirs van S.M., 14. De garderobe van S.M., 15. Presenten, 
graƟficaƟen en chariteiten. Other includes: 16. Wasche kaarsen en flambouwen, 17. Turf, hout, 
koolen, 18. Linnen, 19. Juweelen, goud en silver, 20. Ameublementen, 21. Medicamenten, 22. 
Penningen Hertog van Brunswijk (unƟl 1766), 23. Extraordinaire uytgaven.
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Table 8. Breakdown of the stadholder’s audiences per category, year, and day 

 

1770
1772

1774
1776

1778
1780

1782
1784

1786
1788

1790
1792

Average 
Political visitors 

6850
6657

5498
5159

4918
5284

4667
4036

1647
6494

4553
3580

4945

M
ilitary visitors 

1428
1825

1141
1099

1039
1115

761
814

861
1523

846
750

1100

Total num
ber of 

visitors  
8278

8482
6639

6258
5957

6399
5428

4850
2508

8017
5399

4330
6045

Total num
ber of 

audiences 
6810

7254
5640

5329
5004

5518
4641

4211
2415

6593
4308

3411
5095

N
um

ber of visitors 
part of a delegation

2202
1853

1453
1377

1358
1263

1187
925

121
2001

1564
1364

1389
N

um
ber of audience-

days per annum
  

275
287

262
233

223
263

281
301

239
259

256
252

261
Average num

ber of 
visitors a day

30,1
29,6

25,3
26,9

26,7
24,3

19,3
16,1

10,5
31,0

21,1
17,2

23,2
Average num

ber of 
audiences a day 

24,8
25,3

21,5
22,9

22,4
21,0

16,5
14,0

10,1
25,5

16,8
13,5

19,5
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