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Punch intended? The Punch Marks on the Republican and 

Early Imperial denarii found in Hoards in the Netherlands 

Liesbeth Claes* 

Abstract: This paper delves into the presence of punch marks on Republican and early Imperial denarii by analysing punched denarii deposited in coin hoards

f und throughout the Netherlands. Through this research strategy, thls paper categorizes and then assesses these punches by coin type, total number of o
unched denarii per hoard, the punch's placing on coins, the average number per coin type, and by their appearance. Through implementing these various 

�esearch analyses, the processed data suggests three possible, not mutually exclusive, aims for administering punch marks: either for testing, for authorising 

and for administrative purposes.
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samenvatting: In dit artikel wordt dieper ingegaan·op de aanwezigheid van de ingeponste merkjes op de Republikeinse en vroeg keizerlijke denarii gevonden

in de gesloten muntvondsten in Nederland. Door deze onderioeksstrategie kan dit artikei de verschiilende merkjes categoriseren en vervolgens kwantificeren

op munttype, het totale aantal gemerkte denarii per muntschat, de plaatsing op munten, het gemiddelde per munttype en op uiterlijk. De daaruit volgende

onderioeksresultaten suggereren drie mogelijke, maar niet elkaar uitsluitende, redenen voor het aanbrengen van de merkjes: een testmerk, een autorisatie-

merk en een administratief merk. 

Trefwoorden: ingeponste merkjes, denarii, gesloten muntvondsten, Nederland

Jn his Commentarii de Bello Gal/ico, Caesar writes that the whole of Gallia had been conquered up to the Rhine River. His conquests marked 
the start of various other Roman expeditions above the Rhine. Around AD 47, the Rhine became the quasi-fixed border of this northern part 

of the Roman Empire. With the Roman soldiers, Republican coins - and later also imperial - were carried to the northern areas on a regular 
basis and in large numbers. These Republican coins remained in circulation in high amounts throughout the Empire (Woytek 2022: 245). In the 
Netherlands, 36 coin hoards from Roman times included Republican silver coins; these are Voorburg-Arentsburg 1827 2; Denekamp 1869; Fyns 
1880; Onna 1884-1886; Onna 1884; Onna 1886; Netherlands 1891; Rossum 1895; Venlo 1899; Helmond 1916; Nieuwe Krim 1926; Oude Horne 
1946; Bijlandse Waard 1954; Urk 1977; Vechten 1986; Nijmegen 1987-1997 2; Vechten 1988 1; Nijmegen 1989 3; Nijmegen 1989 4; Nijmegen 
1991 2; Opijnen 1991; Zoutkamp 1991; Nijmegen 1992; Vechten 1996 1; Linden 1997; Wedde 1999; Alphen aan de Rijn 2001-2002; Someren 2000; 
Lith 2006; Vlootbeek 2009; Cronesteijn 2015; Haps 2015; Meierijstad 2016; Berlicum 2017; Someren 2018; Houten 2019. The majority of them 
have a terminus post quem date (henceforth TPQ) dated before AD 47. Of these, 7 are found in the so-called barbaric regions above the Lower­
Germanic Rhine limes, 6 in or near the limes and 2 in the Dutch hinterland below the limes. Of one, Netherlands 1891, the geographical find spot 
is not known. Most likely, these hoards are to be connected to the conquests and expeditions of the Romans from Caesar onwards. All later hoards 
containing Republican coins were deposited near the limes or in the hinterland, of which most are dated to the Flavian period. These hoards 
are: Voorburg-Arentsburg 1827 2; Rossum 1895; Helmond 1916; Nijmegen 1987-
1997 2; Vechten 1996 1; Alphen aan de Rijn 2001-2002; Lith 2006; Vlootbeek 
2009; Haps 2015; Meierijstad 2016; Berlicum 2017. Rossum 1895, the latest 
hoard containing a Republican coin has a TPQ dated to 388/408. The Republican 
coin is RRC 408/1 of C. Calpurnius Pisa Frugi, issued in 67 BC. 

This article will delve into the less explored presence of punch marks. 
These are punched figures and letter-shaped symbols on coins' surfaces after 
the coins were already brought into circulation. Other scholars also refer to 
these punches as banker's marks or testing marks. Visually, they differ from 
countermarks as these punch marks have a negative imprint, and in most 
cases, consisted originally only of one individual figure or letter-shaped symbol 
(Kemmers 2006: 73). On one coin, however, multiple punches could have been 
administered (fig. 1). In this research, coins could have up to even 8 punches. 
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Fig. 1. Denarius of T. Carisius, RRC 464/2 with several punches, 
such as the letter-shaped symbols C, F (inverted), L, T, and S 

(inverted - Houten 2019)- NUMIS n° 1153570/PAN n° 59934. 




















