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Note on Spelling 

I intended to make the source materials that I used to be accessible for 
non-specialist readers. To simplify reading, I have chosen to adopt the 
spellings commonly used by previous scholars or philologists for most Islamic 
terms and titles in Islamic societies and in the Java and Malay worlds. I also 
retained the spellings along with the explanations in the footnotes. My source 
materials fundamentally consist of two types of Javanese and Malay texts as 
well as spoken expressions, and ritual performances. The former is generally 
known and deals with how scripts in texts correspond in the Roman alphabet, 
commonly recognized as transliteration. Regarding its sounds and 
movements, I provide several symbols and typographic conventions that I 
adopted from previous scholars.   

Transliteration and Translation 
The spelling of Javanese words in Javanese and Malay texts follows the 

Javanese orthography standard and official Indonesian orthographic 
guidelines, whereas the Arabic words and phrases and formulaic expressions 
refers to the International Journal of the Middle East Studies transliteration system. 
Javanese expressions appearing within the English text are italicized, except 
for proper names and frequently used terms. For schwa (pĕpĕt) sounds in 
Javanese, the symbol /ĕ/ has been used in order to distinguish it from /e/. In 
order to support my arguments, I have frequently quoted spoken or written 
statements by my interlocutors. When they are of more than minimal length, 
only an English translation is given in the main dissertation while the original 
Java and Malay texts are in the footnotes. All translations are my own unless 
indicated otherwise.  

 
Dates 

In the manuscripts that I studied, dates employ the Javanese calendar 
(Anno Javanico, AJ) and the Muslim calendar (Anno Hegirae, AH). If necessary, 
I provide the Gregorian calendar (Anno Domini, AD) next to the 
aforementioned dates. 
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LUB Leiden University Library 
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Glossary 

‘alam realm, world  

Bai‘a/bai‘at the oath of allegiance ceremony  

Bĕkĕl village head 

Bĕngkok  rice-field assigned to the village heads, 
 or subdistrict heads as recompense for 
 their service 

Dĕmang sub-district head 

Dhikr remembrance, spiritual exercise 
 repeating formulas taken from Quran. 

Fiqh Islamic Jurisprudence  
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Ijazah kubra the authorization program on massive 
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Martabat pĕpitu/tujuh the seven grades of divine self 
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Rūh Iḍāfī  spirit of relations 

Rūh/roh  spirits 

Shahada  Islamic profession of faith, declaration 
 of profession of faith 

Sheikh master, instructor, guru 

Silsilah  spiritual genealogy, or chain of 
 transmission 

Qaṣīdah Arabic poems/songs 

Tarekat  Sufi paths 

Wadana district head 

Waḥdat al-wujūd metaphysical doctrine of the unity of  
 being 

Wali friends of God 

Wali Kutub the Poles of the Saints 

Walikutuban ritual invoking the Wali Kutub 
  


