Universiteit

4 Leiden
The Netherlands

Visible: discovering the impact of research conducted by universities

of applied sciences
Coombs, S.K.

Citation
Coombs, S. K. (2025, February 21). Visible: discovering the impact of research conducted
by universities of applied sciences. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/4195763

Version: Publisher's Version

Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/4195763

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/4195763

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Throughout our lives we are guided and taught by a select few. Some of these are formal educators,
and some our employers. Some are those we have always known, and some are those we pick up
along the way. Some become our biggest fans, and some have no idea what to do with us. It is both
the encouragers and the doubters that have made this academic journey possible.

I would like to thank Hans de Brouwer for giving me the freedom to use my powers for good. | am
extremely grateful for his leadership. His encouragement, support and generosity in time and
resources allowed me to do my PhD alongside my work at Saxion. | truly believe that without him |
would not be where | am today.

I would also like to thank my supervisors Paul Wouters and Ingeborg Meijer. Their patience, support,
guidance, questioning, and constructive feedback have played a key role in the successful
completion of this dissertation. As has that of Mark Deschesne and his colleagues of the Dual PhD
Centre.

I would like to thank my biggest cheering section.

My mother, Helen who read every word of this dissertation multiple times so that the rest of the world
would know what | was trying to say. Her red pen can now retire. My father Gary, who often watched
silently in awe. | did it Dad!

Christine, who was my technical support making every figure, zip file, LWX and any other middle of
the night emergency possible.

And André, Khate, and Cameron without who’s love and encouragement | would not have dared to
start and certainly never would have finished. Thankyou.

Visible: Discovering the Impact of Research Conducted by Universities of Applied Sciences 111



CURRICULUM VITAE
|

Sarah Katherine Coombs (Calgary, Alberta, 29 July 1978) graduated from the School of Experiential
Education in Toronto in 1996. She studied biblical studies at Caperwray Bible School in Carnforth
England before getting an Honour Bachelors degree in Religious Studies in 2002 from Mount Allison
University. She received a Master’s degree in Library and Information Science from the University of
Western Ontario in 2004. During her studies there she worked as a research assistant at the Faculty
of Information Science and Media, as well as a reference librarian at Kings College. After moving to
the Netherlandsin 2004, and completing her integration course in 2005, she began working at Saxion
University of Applied Sciences in 2006. She is currently the Open advisor there. In 2018 she started
as an external PhD candidate with Leiden University’s Centre for Science and Technology Studies. In
2021 Sarah became an Open Science advisor for the Netherlands Association for Universities of
Applied Sciences Open Science Support Office. In 2022 Sarah assisted in the creation of the Digital
Competency Centre for Practice Oriented Research, an expertise centre for research support and
Open Science. In 2024, in addition to her work at Saxion, she became the content coordinator for it.
In 2023 she became a member of the Open Science Netherlands steering board. Sarah has been the
chair and co-chair of several professional organisations including Network Copyright
Informationpoint (2013-2019), LIBER Association of European Research Libraries working group
Metrics (2016-2018), Think-Tank PubliNova (2019-2023), and Taskforce Open Science Netherlands
Association of Universities of Applied Sciences (2021- present). She is also the recipient of several
awards including the HBOAward Annual for Facilitating Open Science 2017, HBOAward monthly for
April, June and October 2017, Research Support Champion of the Year for Practice-Oriented
Research 2022, and most recently the UKSG Innovation Award 2023.

Visible: Discovering the Impact of Research Conducted by Universities of Applied Sciences 112



