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Finally, this research showed the benefits of applying an intersectional perspective. 

It showed how factors such as race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality and age entangle and 

structure migrant women’s tactics of belonging in many different ways. An intersectional 

analysis benefits from diversity in the research population. While this research describes 

and analyses experiences of women from different regions of the world, with various 

ethnicities, in divergent age groups and with different gender expressions and sexual 

preferences, I am aware that I have not yet included women who are ascribed a specific 

social identity in Singapore, namely: Accompanying mothers. An estimated 6.500 

mothers accompany their children who study in Singapore, of whom about 5.000 of 

these mothers are from the People’s Republic of China (Kwek and Tan 2011). Often from 

well-educated, wealthy backgrounds, these women experience a downward placement 

in Singapore as their qualifications, experiences and social status are removed and they 

are subjected to exclusionary practices. The women are stigmatised and called ‘pei du 

mama,’ which means ‘accompanying mother’ in Mandarin Chinese but has a negative 

connotation in Singapore as a woman of vice (Kwek and Tan 2011). During fieldwork I 

spoke with three accompanying mothers, however, all three decided not to participate 

any further i in this research. Language difficulties could be a reason: Two women I 

spoke with relied on other people as interpreters during our conversation. Consequently, 

I advise a Mandarin-speaking researcher to explore the embodied experiences of this 

group of migrant women – and to look for similarities with the experiences of migrant 

women discussed in this dissertation. 

Singapore is one example of a global city, characterised by internal diversity in its 

and continuous in- and outflux of people from other countries. As the global labour 

market expands, together with other forms of migration, cities across the globe 

are characterised by increasing diversity, which will continue in the future. While 

superdiversity is becoming more commonplace, simultaneously a rise of identity politics 

can be observed. Increasing diversity can lead to a longing for boundedness and a 

wish to keep our ‘own’ communities authentic and uninfluenced by ‘outsiders’ cultural 

views and practices. This dissertation shows how these dynamics, called the politics of 

belonging here, influence social interactions in public spaces, determine between whom 

friendships can grow and who are considered ‘others’ and even affect women’s outfit 

choice when they stand in front of their wardrobe in the morning. In other words, as 

the politics of belonging is becoming more pertinent in our contemporary globalising 

world, so will research studies such as the present one, focusing on how politics shape 

the actual practices of people in specific social settings. This research revealed striking 

similarities in the experiences of groups of women who seem to live in completely 

different worlds within Singapore. Perhaps this understanding of women’s shared 

position in a neoliberal, global labour market can serve as a bridge between these 

different life worlds.
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