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Appendix 1: The Great Seljuq Dynasty650 

 

 
650 The colour red signifies the members of the Seljuq family who reigned according to RṢ. Malikshāh II and 
Dāvūd were not listed as rulers in RṢ.  
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Appendix 2: The Seljuqs of Rum Sultanate 
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Appendix 3: The Ilkhanid Dynasty651 

  

 
651 The colour red signifies the Ilkhanid reigning rulers, thus Taraghai did not rule.   
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Appendix 4: The Poets in Rāḥat al-Ṣudūr and Jāmiʿ al-Tavārīkh 

 

- Abū al-Maʿālī Nuḥḥās: Known as Abū al-Maʿālī Rāzī; Lived in the 12th century; 

patronized by Sultan Sanjar.  

Abū Saʿīd Abū al-Khayr: Lived in the 10th and 11th centuries; his life and his words were 

compiled in Asrār al-Tawḥīd fī Maqāmāt-i Shaykh Abī Saʿīd by his descendant, 

Muḥammad ibn Munavvar.  

Abū Ṭāhir Khātūnī: Lived in the 11th and 12th centuries; known as ‘Muvaffaq al-Dawla’; 

patronized by Sultan Muḥammad ibn Malikshāh  and Sultan Sanjar; held the position 

of dabīr in Sultan Malikshāh’s court; wrote several works including Manāqib al-

Shuʿarā, a biography of poets, Tārīkh-i Āl-i Saljūq, a history of the Seljuqs, the 

Shikārnāma, a description of Sultan Malikshāh’s hunting adventures, and Tanzīz al-

Vazīr, a text in satire of Naṣīr al-Mulk, the vizier of Sultan Muḥammad ibn Malikshāh; 

only the latter is extant. 

Amīr Muʿizzī: Abū Abd Allāh Muḥammad ibn ʿAbd al-Malik Muʿizzī Nayshābūrī; lived 

in the 12th century; titled ‘amīr al-shuʿarā’ (the prince of poets); patronized by Sultan 

Malikshāh and Sultan Sanjar. 

Anvarī: Awḥad al-Dīn Anvarī Abivardī; lived in the 12th century; patronized by Sultan 

Sanjar; eulogized several officials and courtiers of the Seljuqs.  

Asīr Akhsīkatī: Lived in the 12th and early 13th centuries; patronized by Sultan Sanjar, 

Sultan Arsalān, and Atabegs of Azerbaijan.  

Aṭṭār: Farīd al-Dīn Aṭṭār Nayshābūrī; lived in the 12th and 13th centuries; composed a 

large number of versified didactic works such as the Mukhtārnāma, the Asrārnāma, 

the Ilāhīnāma, the Muṣībatnāma, Manṭiq al-Ṭayr, as well as some prose texts including 

Tazkirat al-Awlīyāʾ.  

Bundār Rāzī: Lived in the 10th and 11th centuries; served the court of the Buyids.  

Fakhr al-Dīn Asʿad Gurgānī: Lived in the 11th century; eulogized Sultan Ṭughril I; 

patronized by Abū al-Fatḥ Muẓaffar, the ruler of Isfahan during the reign of Ṭughril; 

composed a love story titled Vays va Rāmīn. 

Farīd al-Dīn Dabīr: Known also as ‘kātīb’ (scribe); lived in the 12th century. 

Firdawsī: His first name is disputed; lived in the 11th and 12th centuries; completed the 

composition of the Shāhnāma in 1010; eulogized the Ghaznavid ruler, Sultan Maḥmūd. 

ʿImādī: Mentioned as ‘Amīr ʿImādī’ in RṢ; lived in the 12th century; eulogized the ruler 

of Māzandarān, ʿImād al-Dīn Farāmarz Bāvandī, as well as Sultan Ṭughril II, Sultan 

Ṭughril III, and Atābeg Jahān Pahlavān. 
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Jamāl al-Dīn Isfahānī: Known as ‘naqqāsh’ (painter); lived in the 12th century; 

patronized by Ṭughril III to illustrate a poetical anthology, patronized by Sultan Sanjar 

as well.  

Jamāl al-Dīn Khujandī: Lived in the 12th century; a Shāfiʿī leader in Isfahan. 

Khājū-yi Kirmānī: Kamāl al-Dīn Maḥmūd ibn ʿAlī; lived in the 13th and 14th centuries; 

composed some of his works in imitation of Niẓāmī, namely Humāy va Humāyūn, Gul 

va Nawrūz, Rawżat al-Anvār, the Kamālnāma, and the Gawharnāma.  

Khāqānī: Titled Afzal al-Dīn; lived in the 12th century; patronized by the Shirvanshahs 

(861-1538), the rulers of Shirvan (in modern day Azerbaijan); his works include Tūḥfat 

al-ʿIrāqayn, a versified travelogue to Mecca, and Munshaʾāt, the collection of his 

letters. 

Mawlavī: Jalāl al-Dīn Muḥammad; lived in the 13th century; known as Balkhī and Rūmī; 

patronized by Sultan Kayqubād of the Rum Sultanate; founded the Sufi sect of the 

Mawlavīya; composed a number of works, such as 1) Masnavī-yi Maʿnavī, a long 

masnavī poem with didactic anecdotes, 2) Dīvān-i Shams, a collection of his ghazals, 

and 3) Fīhi Mā Fīh, a collection of 72 mystic discourses.  

Mujīr Baylaqānī: Trained by Khāqānī; lived in the 12th century; patronized by Sultan 

Arsalān and Atabegs of Azerbaijan.  

Niẓāmī: Jamāl al-Dīn Abū Muḥamad Ilyās; lived in the 12th century; composed five 

masnavīs altogether known as the Khamsa: 1) Makhzan al-Asrār , offered to Fakhr al-

Dīn Bahrāmshāh ibn Davūd, ruler of Arzangān (in modern day Turkey) in the service of 

the Rum Seljuqs, 2) Khusraw va Shīrīn, offered to Atabeg Jahān Pahlavān, Sultan Ṭughril 

III, and Qizil Arsalān ibn Ildguz, 3) Laylī va Majnūn, offered to the Shirvanshah ruler, 

Akhistān ibn Manūchihr (r. 1197-1203), 4) The Bahrāmnāma, known as Haft Paykar 

and Haft Gunbad, offered to the ruler of Maragha, ʿAlā al-Dīn Kurap Arsalān, 5) The 

Iskandarnāma, offered to the Atabeg of Azerbaijan, Abūbakr ibn Muḥammad Jahān 

Pahlavān.   

Rashīd al-Dīn Vaṭvāṭ: Lived in the 12th century; the chief secretary in the court of the 

Khwarazmshahs Atsiz and Il-Arsalān; his prominent work is Ḥadāʾiq al-Siḥr fī Daqāʾiq 

al-Shiʿr on rhetorical figures.    

Rūzbihān Baqlī: Theologian, lived in the 12th and early 13th centuries; composed more 

than 20 works in mysticism and exegesis. 

Saʿdī: Mushrif al-Dīn Muṣliḥ; lived in the 13th century; patronized by the Salghurid 

rulers of Fars; composed a didactic prose text called Gulistān and a didactic masnavī 

called Būstan.  

Sanāʾī: Majdūd ibn Ādam Ghaznavī; lived in the 12th century; titled ‘ḥakīm’ (wise); 

composed a number of works such as, 1) Ḥadīqat al-Ḥaqīqa va Sharīʿat al-Ṭarīqa, a 

didactic work dedicated to the Ghaznavid Sultan Bahrāmshāh (r. 1117-1152), 2) 
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Kārnāma-yi Balkh, a mixture of eulogy and satire of his past and present patrons, 3) 

Sayr al-ʿIbād ilā al-Maʿād, an account of his spiritual journey.  

Sayyid Ashraf: Sayyid Ḥasan Ghaznavī, lived in the 12th century; patronized by several 

Ghaznavid rulers including Masʿūd ibn Ibrāhīm (r. 1099-1115), Shīrzād (r. 1115-1116), 

Arsalānshāh (r. 1116-117), and Bahrāmshāh (r. 1117-1157); eulogized Sultan Sanjar.  

Shams al-Dīn Lāgharī: Lived in the 12th century; not much is known about him.  

Shams al-Dīn Shast-Kulah: Aḥmad ibn Manūchihr; lived in the 12th century; titled as 

amīr al-shuʿarā, a nadīm (boon companion) in the court of Ṭughril III.  

Sharaf al-Dīn Qazvīnī: Lived in the 13th century; served Atabegs of Lur and the 

Ilkhanids; wrote a history of ancient Iran called al-Muʿjam fī Āsār al-Mulūk al-ʿAjam.  

Sharaf al-Dīn Shafrūh: Titled ‘malik al-shuʿarā’ (prince of poets); lived in the 12th 

century; eulogized Sultan Ṭughril III and Atabegs of Azerbaijan.  

ʿUmar Khayyām: Philosopher, mathematician, astronomer; lived in the 11th and 12th 

centuries; served as the court astronomer during the reign of Makishāh; known for his 

astronomical works such as the Nawrūznāma as well as his poetry, Rubāʿīyāt.   

Ẓahīr Fāryābī: Lived in the 12th century; patronized by various officials of the Seljuq 

dynasty including the ruler of Nayshābūr, Ṭughānshāh ibn Muʾayyid, as well as Sultan 

Ṭughril III and the Atabegs of Azerbaijan.  
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