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Propositions / Stellingen 
 
1. Official Chinese historiography of Hong Kong focuses on a ‘century of 
humiliation’ and asserts Hong Kong is ‘just another Chinese city’, ignoring 
Hong Kong’s diverse past and populations. 
 
2. British assertions of administrative prowess are overblown and popular 
historiographies asserting a ‘tale of two cities’ seeing only British and 
Chinese communities, which coexisted but did not mix, are inaccurate. 
 
3. A detailed prosopographical approach, combining genealogical work 
with wider analysis of networks and trading diasporas, gives new insight 
into the Eurasian backgrounds of the founding families and peoples of 
Hong Kong. 
 
4. Understanding the wider Asian and Eurasian character of Hong Kong is 
vital to explain Hong Kong’s current dissonance in which the ethno-
authoritarianism of China confronts Hong Kong as Asian Port City. 
 
Six Stellingen on related topics 
 
5. The Area Studies approach fails any student of Hong Kong as neither 
the ‘China’ category, nor the ‘South East Asia’ category offers a proper 
home to Hong Kong which straddles both Areas. 
 
6. Assertions about the racism and oppression seen in empire elsewhere 
(the British in Africa or Dutch in the East Indies), do not fit easily with 
Hong Kong where virtually everyone freely chose to move to this British 
colony. 
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are an under-estimated resource for academic enquiry. 
 
9. Another under-estimated resource are my personal archives of private 
family’s papers, photographs, audio recordings and informal contacts 
maintained over many years. 
 
10. Happy though I am to wade through countless academic tomes, as a 
journalist and published author my challenge here was learning how to 
write in an academic way, to really show I’m serious! 
 



 xi 

Curriculum Vitae  
 
Vaudine England was born in New Zealand in 1959 to parents whose work took her 
through four primary schools (in New Zealand and Australia) and three high 
schools (in Australia, Singapore and England). Her first degree, in Politics and 
Philosophy was earned at the University of Western Australia in 1980, after which 
she began working as a journalist in Hong Kong, the Philippines and Indonesia. She 
first worked for daily newspapers, then for the regional Asia Magazine and, from 
Jakarta, the Far Eastern Economic Review. On moving to England to join the BBC 
World Service, Vaudine completed a Masters in Area Studies (Southeast Asia) at the 
School of Oriental and African Studies by night class. Her particular interest was 
economic history (thanks to Professor Ian Brown, now retired). She then returned to 
South East Asia, living in the Philippines, Hong Kong, Indonesia and Thailand and 
working across the region in print, on radio and television. Her first book, The Quest 
of Noel Croucher, Hong Kong’s Quiet Philanthropist, was published by the University of 
Hong Kong Press in 1998. She was drawn back into journalism by the fall of 
Indonesia’s President Suharto, and later returned to the BBC in Hong Kong and 
Thailand. In 2011 she left daily news to concentrate on historical research and 
writing, focused on the families and institutions of Hong Kong. A series of books 
emerged, on the histories of the Hongkong Land conglomerate, The Hong Kong 
Club, the Arnholds private trading group and its founding family the Greens, and 
the Sindhi dynasty who took the name Harilela. Out of this work and a growing 
circle of contacts in Hong Kong’s older communities came the idea to explore Hong 
Kong’s Eurasians and other diverse peoples. Meanwhile, Vaudine’s move from 
Hong Kong to the Netherlands enabled the idea for this PhD to come to fruition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


