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Propositions / Stellingen

1. Official Chinese historiography of Hong Kong focuses on a ‘century of
humiliation” and asserts Hong Kong is ‘just another Chinese city’, ignoring
Hong Kong’s diverse past and populations.

2. British assertions of administrative prowess are overblown and popular
historiographies asserting a ‘tale of two cities’ seeing only British and
Chinese communities, which coexisted but did not mix, are inaccurate.

3. A detailed prosopographical approach, combining genealogical work
with wider analysis of networks and trading diasporas, gives new insight
into the Eurasian backgrounds of the founding families and peoples of
Hong Kong.

4. Understanding the wider Asian and Eurasian character of Hong Kong is
vital to explain Hong Kong’s current dissonance in which the ethno-
authoritarianism of China confronts Hong Kong as Asian Port City.

Six Stellingen on related topics

5. The Area Studies approach fails any student of Hong Kong as neither
the ‘China’ category, nor the ‘South East Asia’ category offers a proper
home to Hong Kong which straddles both Areas.

6. Assertions about the racism and oppression seen in empire elsewhere
(the British in Africa or Dutch in the East Indies), do not fit easily with
Hong Kong where virtually everyone freely chose to move to this British
colony.
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Kong, completion of the thesis here in the Netherlands was important to
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