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Xin Lei was born in Sichuan Province, China on November 23rd, 1991. After completing 
her high school education at Mianyang High School in Sichuan Province, she started her 
university education with clinical medicine major at Sun-Yat Sun University in Guangdong 
Province, China. She was selected for a special program where she was able to obtain 
bachelor, master and doctor degrees of clinical medicine in 8 years (2009-2017). During 
her master and doctor education, she performed internships both in the lab and hospital. 
For her research internship, she studied mechanism of epithelial mesenchymal transition 
in hepatocellular carcinoma in the lab of Prof. Jun Min at Department of Hepatobiliary 
Surgery, Sun-Yat Sen Memorial Hospital, China. For her medical internship, she learned 
treatment guidelines and surgical skills for gastroenterological and breast cancers under 
the guidance of Dr. Kai Chen and Prof. Fengxi Su at Sun-Yat Sen Memorial Hospital, 
China. 

Upon completion of her internships, both resulting in scientific publications, Xin 
started residence training in the First Affiliated Hospital of Sun-Yat Sen University. 
There, she developed her interest in tumor immunology and immunotherapy. Later on, 
she received a scholarship which supported her research in the group of Prof. Jannie Borst 
at the Netherlands Cancer Institute from 2017 to 2019. During this time, her research was 
mainly focused on myelopoiesis and myeloid neoplasia. Since 2019, Xin continued her 
work in the group of Dr. Yanling Xiao in Prof. Jannie Borst’s lab as a PhD candidate 
at the Leiden University Medical Center. She studied the molecular mechanisms and 
ligand-receptor interactions guiding the cross-talk between dendritic cells and T-cells in 
the context of cancer. In parallel, she also studied myelopoiesis upon inflammation and 
genetic mutation. 

Now, having completed her PhD, Xin wishes to expand her research focus to a 
broader scope of immunology, not only focus on immune-oncology, but also chronic 
inflammation and autoimmune diseases. 
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Conferences and presentations
2024	 Oral presentation
	 Dutch Tumor Immunology meeting, the Netherlands

2023	 Poster presentation
	 European macrophage and dendritic cell society 2023 @ VIB conference, Belgium

2023	 Poster presentation
	 ENII EFIS EJI Summer School on Advanced Immunology, Italy

2022	 Poster presentation
	 British society of immunology, United Kingdom

2022	 Poster presentation
	 Keystone Symposia Conference (Advances in Checkpoints Immunology from 
	 Autoimmunity to Oncology to Infectious), Canada

2022	 Oral presentation
	 Dutch Society for Immunology annual meeting, the Netherlands

2021	 Oral presentation
	 European Congress of Immunology, online

2021	 Oral presentation
	 Dutch Society for Immunology annual meeting, online

2019	 Poster presentation
	 Dutch Society for Immunology annual meeting, the Netherlands
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