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  I Treaties, Conventions and International Agreements

– Charter of the United Nations, Adopted 26 June 1945, entered into force 24 Octo-
ber 1945, 1 UNTS XVI.

– Statute of the International Court of Justice, adopted 26 June 1945, entered into 
force 24 October 1945, 33 UNTS 993.

– Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and 
Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, adopted 19 
December 1966, entered into force 10 Oct. 1967, 610 UNTS 205.

– Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return 
of Objects Launched into Outer Space, adopted 19 December 1967, entered into 
force 3 December 1968, 672 UNTS 179.

– Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, 
adopted 29 November 1971, entered into force 1 September 1972, 961 UNTS 187.

– Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space, adopted 12 
November 1974, entered into force 15 September 1976, 1023 UNTS 15.

– Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, adopted 23 May 1969, entered into 
force 27 January 1980, 1155 UNTS 332.

– Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial 
Bodies, adopted 5 December 1979, entered into force 11 July 1984, 1363 UNTS 3.

– United Nations Convention on the Law of the High Seas, adopted 10 December 
1982, entered into force 16 November 1994, 1833 UNTS 3.

– Paris Agreement to United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
adopted 12 December 2015, entered into force 4 November 2016, registration no 
54113.

II Court Cases, Arbitrations and Advisory Opinions

– Aegean Sea Continental Shelf, Judgment, I.C.J. Reports 1978, p. 3.
– Certain Activities Carried Out by Nicaragua in the Border Area (Costa Rica v. Nicara-

gua) and Construction of a Road in Costa Rica along the San Juan River (Nicaragua v. 
Costa Rica), Judgment, I.C.J. Reports 2015, p. 665.

– Competence of Assembly regarding admission to the United Nations, Advisory Opinion: 
I.C. J. Reports 1950, p. 4.

– Corfu Channel case, Judgment of April 9th, 1949: I.C.J. Reports 1949, p. 4.
– Dispute regarding Navigational and Related Rights (Costa Rica v. Nicaragua), Judg-

ment, I.C.J. Reports 2009, p. 213.
– Gabčíkovo-Nagymaros Project (Hungary/Slovakia), Judgment, I. C. J. Reports 1997, p. 7.
– Legal Consequences for States of the Continued Presence of South Africa in Namibia 

(South West Africa) notwithstanding Security Council Resolution 276 (1970), Advisory 
Opinion, I.C.J. Reports 1971, p. 16.
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– Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
Advisory Opinion, I.C.J. Reports 2004, p. 136.

– Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, Advisory Opinion, I. C. J. Reports 
1996, p. 226.

– Military and Paramilitary Activities in and against Nicaragua (Nicaragua v. United 
States of America). Merits, Judgment. I.C.J. Reports 1986, p. 14.

– Nuclear Tests (Australia v. France), Judgment, I.C.J. Reports 1974, p. 253.
– Oil Platforms (Islamic Republic of Iran v. United States of America), Judgment, I. C. J. 

Reports 2003, p. 161.
– Pulp Mills on the River Uruguay (Argentina v. Uruguay), Judgment, I.C.J. Reports 

2010, p. 14.
– Responsibilities and obligations of States with respect to activities in the Area, Advisory 

Opinion, ITLOS Reports 2011, 1 February 2011.
– Territorial Dispute (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya/Chad), Judgment, I.C.J. Reports 1994, p. 6.
– Trail Smelter Case (United States v. Canada) (1941) III RIAA 1905.
– United States – Import Prohibition of Certain Shrimp and Shrimp Products, 

Report of the Appellate Body, WT/DS58/AB/R, 12 October 1998.

III United Nations Documents

1 General Assembly Resolutions

– UNGA Resolution 1962 (XVIII) of 13 December 1963, Declaration of Legal Prin-
ciples Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Uses of Outer 
Space.

– UNGA Resolution 32/84 of 12 December 1977, Prohibition of the Development 
and Manufacture of New Types of Weapons of Mass Destruction and New 
Systems of such Weapons, UN Doc. A/RES/32/84.

– UNGA Resolution 51/122 of 13 December 1996, Declaration on International 
Cooperation in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space for the Benefit and in the 
Interest of All States, Taking into Particular Account the Needs of Developing 
Countries, UN Doc. A/RES/51/122.

– UNGA Resolution 59/115 of 25 January 2005, Application of the Concept of 
‘Launching State’, UN Doc. A/RES/59/115.

– UNGA Resolution 62/101 of 17 December 2007, Recommendations on Enhanc-
ing the Practice of States and International Intergovernmental Organizations in 
Registering Space Objects, UN Doc. A/RES/62/101.

– UNGA Resolution 68/74 of 11 December 2013, Recommendations on National 
Legislation relevant to the Peaceful Exploration and Use of Outer Space, UN 
Doc. A/RES/68/74.

– UNGA Resolution 72/78 of 14 December 2017, Declaration on the Fiftieth Anni-
versary of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the 
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial 
Bodies, UN Doc. A/RES/72/78.

– UNGA Resolution 76/231 of 24 December 2021, Reducing Space Threats 
through Norms, Rules and Principles of Responsible Behaviours, UN Doc. A/
RES/76/231.
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– UNGA Resolution 78/20 of 4 December 2023, Reducing Space Threats 
through Norms, Rules and Principles of Responsible Behaviours, UN Doc. A/
RES/78/20.

2 International Law Commission

– International Law Commission, Draft Articles on Prevention of Transboundary 
Harm from Hazardous Activities, with commentaries. Yearbook of the Interna-
tional Law Commission (2001), vol. II, Part two.

– International Law Commission, Draft Articles on Responsibility of States for 
Internationally Wrongful Acts, with commentaries. Yearbook of the International 
Law Commission (2001), vol. II, Part two.

– International Law Commission, Draft Conclusions on Subsequent Agreements 
and Subsequent Practice in Relation to the Interpretation of Treaties, with 
commentaries.  Yearbook of the International Law Commission (2008), vol. II, Part 
two.

– International Law Commission, Draft Principles on Protection of the Environ-
ment in Relation to Armed Conflicts, with commentaries. Yearbook of the Interna-
tional Law Commission (2022), vol. II, Part two.

3 COPUOS, STSC & LSC Reports

– Report of the Ad Hoc COPUOS, UN Doc. A/4141 (14 July 1959).
– Report of the COPUOS on its fifty-ninth session, UN Doc. A/71/20 (2016).
– Report of the COPUOS on its sixty-second session, UN Doc. A/74/20 (2019).
– Report of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on the work of its thirty-first 

session, UN Doc. A/AC.105/571 (10 March 1994).
– Report of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on its thirty-eighth session, 

UN Doc. A/AC.105/761 (2 March 2001).
– Report of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on its fortieth session, UN 

Doc. A/AC.105/804 (5 March 2003).
– Report of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on its forty-fourth session, 

UN Doc. A/AC.105/890 (6 March 2007).
– Report of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on its fifty-second session, 

UN Doc. A/AC.105/1088 (27 February 2015).
– Report of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on its forty-seventh session, 

UN Doc. A/AC.105/958 (11 March 2020).
– Report of the COPUOS Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on its fifty-ninth 

session, UN Doc. A/AC.105/1258 (23 February 2022).
– Report of the Legal Subcommittee on its sixtieth session, UN Doc. A/

AC.105/1243 (24 June 2021).

4 Other UN Documents

– A Practical and Inclusive Approach to Identifying and Studying Challenges and 
Considering Possible New Guidelines: Conference Room Paper Submitted by 
Canada, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, New Zealand, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America, UN Doc. A/
AC.105/C.1/2023/CRP.31/Rev.2 (16 February 2023).
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– Active Debris Removal — An Essential Mechanism for Ensuring the Safety and 
Sustainability of Outer Space: A Report of the International Interdisciplinary 
Congress on Space Debris Remediation and On-Orbit Satellite Servicing, UN 
Doc. A/AC.105/C.1/2012/CRP.16 (27 January 2012).

– Additional Considerations and Proposals for Building up Understanding of the 
Priority Aspects, Comprehensive Meaning and Functions of the Concept and 
Practices of Ensuring the Long-Term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities – 
Working Paper Submitted by the Russian Federation, UN Doc. A/AC.105/L.296 
(30 April 2015).

– Austria: Report on the Voluntary Implementation of the Guidelines for the Long-
term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities, UN Doc. A/AC.105/C.1/2023/
CRP.19 (6 February 2023).

– Canada – Annex to Update on Its Reporting Approach for the Voluntary Imple-
mentation of the Guidelines for the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space 
Activities, UN Doc. A/AC.105/C.1/2023/CRP.8 (6 February 2023).

– Canada’s Views on Reducing Space Threats through norms, rules and principles 
of Responsible Behaviour, UN Doc. A/AC.294/2022/WP.7 (6 May 2022).

– Consideration of Areas for Possible New Guidelines Concerning the Long-Term 
Sustainability of Outer Space Activities: Conference Room Paper by Canada, UN 
Doc. A/AC.105/C.1/2023/CRP.17 (6 February 2023).

– Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, 
Stockholm, 16 June 1972, UN Doc. A/CONF.48/14/Rev. 1.

– Draft Guidelines for the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities: 
Working Paper by the Chair of the Working Group on the Long-term Sustain-
ability of Outer Space Activities, UN Doc. A/AC.105/C.1/L.367 (16 July 2018).

– Draft Terms of Reference, Methods of Work and Workplan of the Working Group 
on the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities: Conference Room 
Paper by the Chair of the Working Group on the Long-term Sustainability of 
Outer Space Activities, UN Doc. A/AC.105/C.1/2022/CRP.13 (7 February 2022).

– EU Joint Contribution to the Open-Ended Working Group on Reducing Space 
Threats, Third Part: Current and Future Threats by States to Space Systems, 
and Actions, Activities and Omissions that Could be Considered Irrespon-
sible: Submitted by the European Union, UN Doc. A/AC.294/2022/WP.18 (15 
September 2022).

– EU Joint Contribution to the Works of the Open-Ended Working Group on 
Reducing Space Threats through Norms, Rules and Principles of Responsible 
Behaviours: Second Part: Existing International Legal and Other Normative 
Frameworks Concerning Threats Arising from State Behaviours with respect to 
Outer Space, UN Doc. A/AC.294/2022/WP.5 (5 May 2022).

– EU Joint Contributions to the Works of the Open-Ended Working Group on 
Reducing Space Threats through Norms, Rules and Principles of Responsible 
Behaviours – Part One: Scoping, UN Doc. A/AC.294/2022/WP.2 (13 April 2022).

– General presentation of French Activities and Views Concerning the Long-Term 
Sustainability of Outer Space Activities, in relation with the Implementation of 
the 21 Guidelines, UN Doc. A/AC.105/C.1/2022/CRP.20 (7 February 2022).

– Guidelines for the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities of the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, adopted by COPUOS at its 62nd 
session in June 2019, UN Doc. A/74/20, para. 163 & Annex II.
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– Information and Views for Consideration by the Working Group on the Long-
term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities, UN Doc. A/AC.105/C.1/L.409/
Add.4 (1 December 2022).

– Information on the Official Visit to China of the Director of the United Nations 
Office for Outer Space Affairs, UN Doc. A/AC.105/2017/CRP.11 (9 June 2017).

– Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities – Working Paper Submitted 
by the Russian Federation, UN Doc. A/AC.105/L.290 (4 March 2014).

– Meeting Hosted by Switzerland on Possible Further Work on the Long-Term 
Sustainability of Outer Space Activities: Background and Chair’s Summary, UN 
Doc. A/AC.105/2019/CRP.16 (18 June 2019).

– OEWG Chairperson’s Summary, UN Doc. A/AC.294/2023/WP.22 (1 September 
2023).

– Report of the Group of Governmental Experts on Transparency and Confidence-
Building Measures in Outer Space Activities, UN Doc. A/68/189 (29 July 2013).

– Report of the UN Secretary-General on Reducing Space Threats through Norms, 
Rules and Principles of Responsible Behaviours, UN Doc. A/76/77 (13 July 
2021).

– Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development: Our 
Common Future, UN Doc. A/42/427 (4 August 1987).

– Report of the Working Group on the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space 
Activities: Working paper by the Chair of the Working Group, UN Doc. A/
AC.105/2018/CRP.22/Rev.1 (28 June 2018).

– Report on the Implementation of the Guidelines for the Long-term Sustain-
ability of Outer Space Activities in the European Space Agency, UN Doc. A/
AC.105/C.1/2022/CRP.14/Rev.1 (7 February 2022).

– Report on the Implementation of the Guidelines for the Long-term Sustainabil-
ity of Outer Space Activities in Japan, UN Doc. A/AC.105/C.1/2023/CRP.28 (8 
February 2023).

– Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 13 June 1992, 
UN Doc. A/CONF.151/26.

– Security Risks, Threats, and Irresponsible Behaviors Undermining Stability in 
Outer Space: Submitted by the Federal Republic of Germany and the Republic of 
the Philippines, UN Doc. A/AC.294/2022/WP.17 (6 September 2022).

– Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the United Nations Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, contained in UN Doc. A/62/20 (2007), annex.

– Study on the Application of Confidence-Building Measures in Outer Space: 
Report by the Secretary-General, UN Doc. A/48/305 (15 October 1993).

– United Kingdom Update on its Reporting Approach for the Voluntary Imple-
mentation of the Guidelines for the Long-Term Sustainability of Outer Space 
Activities, UN Doc. A/AC.105/C.1/2022/CRP.22 (14 February 2022).

– Working Report of Expert Group B: Space Debris, Space Operations and Tools to 
Support Collaborative Space Situational Awareness, UN Doc. A/AC.105/2014/
CRP.14 (16 June 2014).
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IV Documents of Other International Organisations

1 Inter-Agency Space Debris Coordination Committee

– IADC Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines, last revised June 2021, IADC-02-01 
Rev. 3.

– Support to the IADC Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines, last revised June 2021, 
IADC-04-06 Rev. 5.8.

– IADC Statement on Large Constellations of Satellites in Low Earth Orbit, last 
revised July 2021, IADC-15-03 Rev. 1.1.

– IADC Report on the Status of the Space Debris Environment, published January 
2023, IADC-23-01.

– IADC Statement on Active Debris Removal, published December 2022, 
IADC-22-02.

2 International Organization for Standardization

– ISO 24113 “Space Systems — Space Debris Mitigation Requirements”, last 
updated May 2023.

– ISO 24330 “Space Systems — Rendezvous and Proximity Operations (RPO) and 
On Orbit Servicing (OOS) — Programmatic Principles and Practices”, published 
July 2022.

3 International Telecommunication Union

– Environmental protection of the geostationary‐satellite orbit, approved 17 
December 2010, Recommendation ITU‐R S.1003.2 (12/2010).

4 European Space Agency

– Space Debris Mitigation Policy, issued 3 November 2023, ESA/ADMIN/
IPOL(2023)1.

– ESA’s Annual Space Environment Report 2023, issued 12 September 2023.

V Books

– Byers M. & Boley A., Who Owns Outer Space? International Law, Astrophysics, and 
the Sustainable Development of Space (Cambridge University Press 2023)

– Cheng B., Studies in International Space Law (Clarendon Press 1997)
– Crawford J. & Brownlie I., Brownlie’s principles of public international law (Oxford 
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– Dupuy P.-M. & Viñuales J. E., International environmental law (2nd ed., Cambridge 
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