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This thesis is presented as a scientific treatise delving into the role of ancestor worship in influencing
the administration of law, and the hierarchies and expectations surrounding social status and gender
roles in Ancient Egypt.

Some chapters are reworkings of articles that I have previously published. Specifically:

. Chapter 2 — On the incorrect use of the label “shamanism” in Egyptology — is an extended
version of R. Schiavo 2018. On the Improper Use of the Label "Shamanism" in Egyptology:
Rethinking the Role of the Opening of the Mouth Ritual and the Tekenu Ceremony in Light of
Ancestor Worship, Perueuogeoenue/History of Religions: 5-15.

Chapter 4 — On the actual juridical function of some Letters to the Dead — is an extended version of
two papers of mine: 1. R. Schiavo 2013. Sulla possibile funzione giuridica di alcune lettere ai morti.
Aegyptus 93: 125-145; o 2. R. Schiavo 2023. Ancestors as a source of legal authority. In: A.
Loktionov (ed.), Compulsion and control in Ancient Egypt: Proceedings of the Third Lady Wallis
Budge Egyptology Symposium, 54-74. Oxford: Archeopress.

. Chapter 5 — Ghosts and ancestors in a gender perspective — is an extended version of: R.
Schiavo 2020. Ghosts and ancestors in a gender perspective, Journal of Ancient Egyptian
Interconnections 25: 201-212.
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