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Don’t be a medium possessed by your name,
Don’t be a stockroom for schemes.

Don’t take the weight of affairs on your shoulders,
Don’t be the man in charge of wisdom.

The Zhuāngzǐ

Maybe you will always be
Just a little out of reach

Guster- Satellite
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  of Moving Beyond Identity

§5.1 Introduction 222
Part I: Comparative Philosophy as Levinasian Ethical Competence 225

§5.2 Cultural Identity, Imperialism, and the Relation  225
to the Cultural other
§5.3 The Ultimate Unsayability of the Other 228
§5.4 Comparative Philosophy as the Infinite Task of  233
Moving Beyond Identity

Part II: Abiding At The Pivot: A Zhuangzian Perspective  237
Of Ethical Competence

§5.5 Abiding at the Pivot: Dissolving the Self-Other Dichotomy 237
§5.6 Quelling Expectations and Disputations 244
§5.7 Wandering and Clarifying  248

Chapter 6.  Conclusion: Ethical Competence and  254
  The Self-Other Relation

Chapter 7. Sources and Literature 262

Appendix
Summary 270
Samenvatting 273
Acknowledgments 278
Curriculum Vitae 279
Propositions 280



10

References for Levinas’ Works

ADV and BV Levinas, E. L’Au-delà du verset: Lectures et discours   
  talmudiques. Paris: Minuit, 1982. Transl. G.D. Mole, Beyond  
  the Verse: Talmudic Readings and Lectures (Bloomington:  
  Indiana University Press,1994).

AE and OTB Levinas, E. Autrement qu’être ou au-delà de l’essence. Paris:  
  Livre de Poche, 1978. Transl. A. Lingis. Otherwise than Being  
  (Pittsburgh: Duquesne University Press, 1998).

AHN and ITN Levinas, E. A L’Heure des Nations. Paris : Les Éditions de   
  Minuit, 1988. Transl. M.B. Smith. In the Time of the Nations.  
  (Bloomington/Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1994).

AT and AT’ Levinas, E. Altérité et transcendance. Paris : Livre de   
  Poche,1995. Transl. M.B. Smith. Alterity and Transcendence  
  (London: The Athlone Press,1999). 

CC  Levinas, E. Carnets de Captivité et autres Inédits. Œuvres 1.  
  Paris: Bernard Grasset, 2009.

CPP  Levinas, E. Collected Philosophical Papers. Transl. A. Lingis  
  Pittsburgh, Duquesne University Press, 1998.

DEE and EE Levinas, E. De l’existence à l’existant. Paris : J. Vrins,   
  1986. Transl. A. Lingis. Existence & Existents. (Pittsburgh :  
  Duquesne University Press, 2008).

DEHH  Levinas, E. En découvrant l’existence avec Husserl et   
  Heidegger. Paris : Vrin, 2001.

DL and DF Levinas, E. Difficile Liberté. Paris : Albin Michel, 1976. Transl.  
  S. Hand. Difficult Freedom. (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins  
  University Press, 1990).

DSS and NTR Levinas, E. Du sacré au saint. Paris: Minuit, 1977. Transl. A.  
  Aronowitz, Nine Talmudic Readings (Bloomington: Indiana  
  University Press, 1990).



11

ELP  Levinas, E. Eros, Littérature et Philosophie. Œuvres 3. Paris :  
  Bernard Grasset, 2013.

EN and EN’ Levinas, E. Entre nous. Paris : Livre de Poche, 1991. Transl.  
  M.B. Smith and B. Harshav, Entre Nous (London: Athlone   
  Press, 1998).

EV and OE Levinas, E. De l’Evasion. Paris: Fata Morgana, 1982. Transl. B.  
  Bergo. On Escape (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2003).

HS and OS Levinas, E. Hors Sujet. Fata Morgana, 1987. Transl. M.B.   
  Smith. Outside the Subject (New York: Continuum, 2008).

HA and HO Levinas, E. Humanisme de l’Autre Homme. Paris : Livre de  
  Poche, 1987. Transl. R.A. Cohen, Humanism of the Other   
  (Urbana/Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2006).

LC  Levinas, E. Liberté et commandement. Paris: Fata   
  Morgana, 1994.

LR  Levinas, E. The Levinas Reader. Basil Blackwell, 1989. Edited  
  by S. Hand. 

TeI and TI Levinas, E. Totalité et infini. Essai sur l’extériorité. Paris :  
  Livre de Poche, 1971. Transl. A. Lingis. Totality and Infinity  
  (Pittsburgh: Duquesne University Press, 2004). 

TA and TO Levinas, E. Le Temps et l’Autre. Paris: Fata Morgana, 1971.  
  Transl. R. A. Cohen. Time & the Other (Pittsburgh: Duquesne  
  University Press,1987).

QEV  Poirié, F. & Levinas, E. Qui êtes-vous ? Lyon : La Manufacture,  
  1987. 




