
Child labour in the cocoa producing area of Gomoa Ofaso,
Winneba District, Ghana, 1874-1940
Adjoh-Davoh, V.D.

Citation
Adjoh-Davoh, V. D. (2024, July 2). Child labour in the cocoa producing area of
Gomoa Ofaso, Winneba District, Ghana, 1874-1940. Retrieved from
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3765928
 
Version: Publisher's Version

License:
Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral
thesis in the Institutional Repository of the University of
Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3765928
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if
applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3765928


Child Labour in the Cocoa 
Producing Area of Gomoa Ofaso, 

Winneba District, Ghana, 1874-1940

Proefschrift

ter verkrijging van
de graad van doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden,

op gezag van rector magnificus prof.dr.ir. H. Bijl,
volgens besluit van het college voor promoties

te verdedigen op dinsdag 2 juli 2024
klokke 15.00 uur

door
Valerie Delali Adjoh-Davoh 
geboren te Korlebu-Accra

in 1983



ii

© 2024 Valerie Delali Adjoh-Davoh

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 

by any means whether auditory, graphic, electronic, mechanical or digital, 

including photocopying, recording or any information storage or retrieval 

system without either the prior permission in writing of the publisher, 

except in the case of brief excerpts used in critical articles and reviews. 

Unauthorised reproduction of any part of this work is illegal and punishable 

by law.

Email: dadjohdavoh@gmail.com

Mobile: +233 (0) 24 408 9743 / +233 (0) 20 587 8169

Layout:

University of Ghana Printing Press

Promotor: 		  Prof. dr. M. E. de Bruijn

Copromotor: 		  Dr. S. Bellucci

Promotiecommissie: 	 Prof. dr.  J. B. Gewald

                                  	 Prof. dr. S. Ntewusu (University of Ghana) 

                                  	 Dr. W. Nkwi Gam

                                  	 Dr. J. Vondee- Awortwi



iii

DEDICATION

To my family



iv

ABSTRACT

The thrust of this thesis is the use of child labour as an important source of 

labour in producing bountiful supply of cocoa in the cocoa-producing area 

of Gomoa Ofaso in the Winneba District from 1874 when there was labour 

shortage up to 1940 when colonial Ghana was the principal producer of 

cocoa globally. The study of child labour is relevant in this district because 

the documentary evidence pointed to the prevalence of child labour in cocoa 

production in the Winneba District in this period. Further, this thesis has 

been divided into six chapters. The first chapter is the methodology and 

sources of the thesis. The chapter two is based on the introduction of cocoa 

to Gomoa Ofaso from 1874 to 1940. The chapter three of this thesis will focus 

on child labour in cocoa production from 1876 to 1940. The chapter four will 

focus on the transportation of cocoa by child labourers from 1891 to 1940. The 

chapter five is based on the interventions that were made to end child labour 

from 1912 to 1940. Then, the sixth chapter will be the concluding chapter of 

this thesis. This thesis will demonstrate that market forces after the abolition 

of domestic slavery in 1874 together with the introduction and export of 

cocoa intensified the use of child labour in this District due to the shortage 

of labour. The research of child labour in cocoa production in the colonial 

period is important because it has often been categorised as an example 

of the worst forms of child labour, yet it has not been adequately studied. 

The qualitative research method was used in obtaining information for this 

thesis. It is worth mentioning that this thesis contributes to the discourse on 

child labour in the colonial period and how the colonial labour problem was 

dealt with in cocoa production.
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