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Curriculum vitae

I was born on the 16th of April in 1997 in Haarlem, the Netherlands. I grew up
in Nieuw-Vennep and attended the local high school, the Herbert Vissers College.
As a child, I had a strong curiosity for everything and, of course, had a room
decorated in a space theme. Outside of school, I spent a lot of time at the local
korfball club KIOS, where I can still often be found. I was initially not sure
about my future career after high school. After watching the movie Interstellar,
I realized I wanted to learn the answer to the big questions about the universe.
I chose to study Physics and Astronomy at Leiden University, graduating cum
laude with a Bachelor of Science in 2018, but learned that unfortunately you do
not get concrete answers to these big questions. My bachelor research project on
"Nonlinear wavefront reconstruction with Convolutional Neural Networks" under
the supervision of Sebastiaan Haffert and Christoph Keller was my first exposure
to conducting scientific research, and it was a very enjoyable experience.

I continued my education in Leiden with a Master degree in Astronomy &
Data Science, and I continued to work with Sebastiaan Haffert and Christoph
Keller in applying machine learning to adaptive optics for my first master research
project. This time, we used Reinforcement Learning to develop a self-learning
algorithm for predictive control. With a good feeling of what a scientific research
career would hold for me, I decided I wanted to see what it would be like to work
outside the university. To this end, I conducted my master thesis at ESA/ESTEC
on "Bayesian inference of meteor spectra" under the supervision of Joe Zender
and worked as a Data Specialist at ABN AMRO during my master.

I decided I was not yet done with science and, after obtaining my Master of
Science degree cum laude in 2020, started a PhD with Ignas Snellen and Christoph
Keller on developing novel instrumentation for exoplanet characterization. Over
the course of my PhD, I conducted research projects on a variety of topics, all
with the goal of detecting and characterizing exoplanets. These projects included
the analysis of observations of exoplanets at high-spectral resolution, and the de-
velopment and testing of new algorithms for adaptive optics. During my PhD, I
got the chance to present my work at many conferences, observe with the VLT in
Chile, and visit Christoph and the MagAO-X team in Arizona.
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