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Fig. 0.1, One of three Middle Persian inscriptions at Taxt-e Tavis. Photo by the author.



Fig. 0.2, Thermal spring lake at the site of Taxt-e Suleyman. Photo by the author.



Fig. 0.3, Trilingual cuneiform inscriptions of the Achaemenid kings Darius and Xerxes at the site of

Ganjnameh. Photo by the author.



Fig. 0.4, ‘Before and after’ image of a Middle Persian inscription at the site of Pasargadae showing the
results of RTI photography: in the first image, the inscription is barely visible; in the second image,

processed with RTI, the Middle Persian inscription appears. Photo by the author.



Fig. 0.5, The ‘generations of writing’ engraved on the ruins of Darius’ facara at Persepolis. Photo by the

author.



Fig. 0.6, The great ‘Gate of all nations’ of Persepolis. Photo by the author.



Fig. 0.7, Graffiti inscribed at the Gate of all nations at Persepolis. Photo by the author.



Fig. 0.8, Achaemenid cruciform tomb and Sasanian bas-relief at the sire of Nags-e Rostam. Photo by the

author.



Fig. 0.9, Free-standing ossuary on top of the cliffsidem visible from the ground at Nags-e Rostam. Photo
by the author.



Fig. 0.10, Middle Persian private inscription by the (now dried) spring of Maqsiidabad. Photo by the

author.



Fig. 1.1, Middle Persian Sassanian inscriptions (3rd century CE) and ‘Adud al-Dawla Arabic Kufic
inscription (10th century CE); tacara’s southern portico, Persepolis. Photo M. Abedi.



Fig. 2.1, First page of Garcia de Silva y Figueroa’s letter announcing his rediscovery of Persepolis, in

Samuel Purchas’ monumental Pilgrimes (1625), Figueroa 1625, 1533.



Fig. 2.2, Tllustration of the ruins and portico of Persepolis — on which are perched a “monstrous” elephant

and rhinoceros — in Thomas Herbert’s Travels, Herbert 1638, 11, 145.



Fig. 2.3, First page of the Inquiries section of the Philosophical Transactions for the year 1667,
Philosophical Transactions 1667, 415.



Fig. 2.4, The Inquiries for Persia published in 1667 by the Philosophical Transactions and which
triggered Samuel Flowers’ expedition, Philosophical Transactions 1667, 420.



Fig. 2.5, Francis Aston’s (?) letter to the publishers of the Philosophical Transactions in 1693 concerning

Flowers’ mission to Persepolis, Philosophical Transactions 1693, 775.



Fig. 2.6, Samuel Flowers’ drawings of the inscriptions of Persepolis: the first Sasanian inscriptions to

reach Europe and be published, Philosophical Transactions 1693, 777.



Fig. 2.7, The alphabet of the ‘Modern Zoroastrians’ according to Jean Chardin, Chardin 1811, Atlas, Plate
T/Plate LXX.



Fig. 2.8, The writing of the ‘Ancient Zoroastrians’ of Persepolis (compare Bembo’s copy of cuneiform

inscriptions, Fig. 2.10 below) according to Jean Chardin, Chardin 1811, Atlas, Plate S/Plate LXIX.



Fig. 2.9, The Greek and ‘ancient Syriac’ inscriptions at Persepolis/Nags-e Rostam in Chardin 1811, Atlas,
Plate LXXIIIL.



Fig. 2.10, The ancient inscriptions of Persepolis in Bembo’s Viaggi, Welch 2007, 361.



Fig. 2.11, Darius’ relief at Bisottin with the Greek inscription of Mithridates as drawn by Grélot, in
Bembo’s Viaggi, Welch 2007, 373.



Fig. 2.12, Sasanian reliefs and Middle Persian inscriptions of Tag-e Bostan as drawn by Grélot, in

Bembo’s Viaggi, Welch 2007, 381.



Fig. 2.13, Panoramic view of the site of Nags-e¢ Rostam with Flowers’ Sasanian inscriptions drawn in the

central cartouche, Kaempfer 1712, 11, 307.



Fig. 2.14, Drawing of Kerdir’s Middle Persian inscription at the site of Nags-e Rostam, with the passage
in Kaempfer’s travelogue mentioning Flowers’ inscriptions and Hyde’s work, Kaempfer 1712, II,

319.



Fig. 2.15, Cornelis de Bruijn’s etching of Darius’ Gate of all Nations at Persepolis, indicating the location

of the cuneiform inscriptions (compare Herbert’s, Fig. 2.2), de Bruijn 1718, II, pl. 122 and 123.



Fig. 2.16, Niebuhr’s drawings of the inscriptions of Persepolis, which were to be the basis of Silvestre de

Sacy’s decipherment of Middle Persian, Niebuhr 1780, II, pl. XXVII.



Fig. 3.1, Excerpt from Anquetil Duperron’s Vocabulaire Pehlevi, Persan et Frangois, Anquetil Duperron

1771, 11, 516.



Fig. 4.1, The very first drawing of the (Parthian version of the) Hajjiabad inscription, by James Morier,
Morier 1818, 81.



Fig. 4.3, Panoramic view of the cave of Hajjiabad by Flandin and Coste, Flandin and Coste 1851,
Planches, 1V, pl. 193.



Fig. 4.4, Detail of the Hajjiabad inscriptions by Flandin and Coste, Flandin and Coste 1851, Planches, IV,
pl. 193 bis.
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plaque after Herzfeld’s drawing of the text, Private Collection, after Shaked 1990, 270.



Babylonian Collection, Yale, after Skjerve 1990, 290.



Fig. 4.10, Ernst Herzfeld’s hand-drawn copy of the Middle Persian version of the Hajjiabad inscription
which for later engraved on a silver plate by a forger (compare Fig. 4.8 above), Herzfeld 1924, 270.



Fig. 5.1, Papyrus fragment from the Aramaic version of Darius’ Bisotiin inscription, Greenfield and

Porten 1982, pl. 8.



Fig. 5.2, Aramaic papyrus from Elephantine. Loan document from ca. 487 BCE (Cowley 1923, TAD 4.2;
Porten 1996, Document B48), Porten 1996, pl. 3.



Fig. 5.3, Aramaic letter from Ar§ama to Artawant (Document TADAE A6.3; Bodleian Library), Ma and
Tuplin 2020, 387, pl. 40.



Fig. 5.4, Document A1 (Recto) of the Khalili archive (Letter from Akhvamazda, Satrap? of Bactria):
example of the Aramaic script from the Achaemenid chancery in Bactria; note the word frataraka

(prtrkh) in the middle of line 8, Naveh and Shaked 1970, 64-65.



Fig. 5.5, Head of pestle in green chert from Persepolis with an Aramaic inscription; note the Iranian

loanword gnzbr’ (treasurer) that begins line 5, Bowman 1970, pl. 10 n. 39, 109.



Fig. 5.6, Coins of Mazaios, satrap of Babylon between 331 and 328 BCE, Alram 1986, pl. 11, n. 350

(obverse) and n. 352 (reverse).



Fig. 5.7, Coins of Waxswar, Seleucid satrap of Parthia and Hyrcania, Alram 1986, pl. 12, n. 382 (obverse)

and n. 383 (obverse and reverse).



Fig. 5.8, Reverse of a tetradrachm of Seleukos I showing a throned Zeus, from Seleucia on the Tigris

(305-300 BCE), Newell 1938, pl. 3, n.6.

Fig. 5.9, Aramaic version of the Aramaic-Greek bilingual inscription of A§oka at Kandahar I, Carratelli

and Garbini 1964, 20-21.



Fig. 5.10, Ernst Herzfeld’s hand-drawn copy of the Aramaic inscription at Naqgs-e Rostam, Herzfeld 1938,
Fig. 6.



Fig. 5.11, Photograph of the Aramaic inscription at Nags-e Rostam taken in 1968 by Mortaza Rostami
and published by Richard Nelson Frye, Frye 1982, pl. 8.



Fig. 5.12, Coin reverse of Mithradates III, Alram 1986, pl. 13, n. 394 (reverse; top) and n. 395 (obverse;
bottom).



Fig. 5.13, Drachm of Arsakes I with the dual Greek-Iranian legend “Arsakou-krny” (after Sellwood),
Olbrycht 2013, 66, Fig. 3.



Fig. 5.14, Obverse of coin of Vologeses II, with the Parthian letters WL behind the king’s portrait, Alram
1986, pl. 13, n. 407.

Fig. 5.14, Reverse of coin of Osroes II, note the cross-shaped mem, Alram 1986, pl. 14, n. 421.



Fig. 5.16, Coin of Mithridates IV, showing an elegant Parthian semi-monumental script, Alram 1986, pl.
13, n. 416.

Fig. 5.17, Coin of Pacorus II/Parthamaspates, showing an example of what Sellwood called ‘barbarous’

Greek legends (c. 116 CE), Sellwood 1971.



Fig. 5.18, Parthian parchment from Avroman dated to 33 CE, Minns 1915, pl. III.



Fig. 5.19, Parthian ostraca from Nisa, both dated to 72 BCE. Note the archaising, un-ligatured bet
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(right), Diakonoff and Livshits, pl. and, n. 1158 and 1159.



Fig. 5.20, Bilingual stela from Armazi, Georgia, Metzger 1956, pl. 15.



Fig. 5.21, Hand-drawing of an Aramaic inscription from Hatra, Hamil al-Jadir 2006, Fig. 2.

Fig. 5.22, Monumental Palmyrene script on a funerary stela from Palmyra, Chabot 1922, pl. 26.



Fig. 5.23, Coin reverse of the Elymaid king Kamnaskires I showing a Greek legend, Alram 1986, pl. 14,
n. 429.

Fig. 5.24, Hand-drawing of the legend on the tetradrachm of the Elymaean king Kamnaskires Orodes. It
is an instance of the Elymaean ‘monumental’ script and shows a correct spelling of Aramaic term br
‘son’. It reads: KBNSKYR WRWD MLK’ BR WRWD MLK’, “King Kamnaskires Orodes, son of
King Orodes”, Henning 1952, 164.



Fig. 5.25, Charles Héberl’s comparative tables of the different Aramaic derived scripts, Haberl 2006, pl.
1.



Fig. 6.1, Early coin of the frataraka king Baydad, Alram 1986, pl. 17, n. 511.

Fig. 6.2, Reverse of later coin of the frataraka king Baydad, Alram 1986, pl. 17, n. 515.



Fig. 6.3, Coin reverse of the frataraka king Wadfradad II, Alram 1986, pl. 18, n. 546.

Fig. 6.4, Coin reverse of the Persid king Daréw II, Alram 1986, pl. 19, n. 565.

Fig. 6.5, Coin of the Persid king Nambed, Alram 1986, pl. 20, n. 600.



Fig. 6.6, The so-called Ka‘ba of Zoroaster at Nags-e Rostam. Photo by the author.

Fig. 6.7, Legend on the coins of the Persid king Ardaxsir, Alram 1986, 166.



Fig. 6.8, Coin reverse of the Persid king Daréw I, Alram 1986, pl. 18, n. 554.

Fig. 6.9, Coin of the Persid king Wadfradad III, Alram 1986, pl. 19, n. 561.
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Fig. 6.10, Legend on the coins of the Persid king Wahsir, Alram 1986, 174.

Fig. 6.11, Legend on the coins of the Persid king Mancihr II, Alram 1986, 182.

Fig. 6.12, Coin of the Persid king Sabuhr, Alram 1986, pl. 22, n. 654.



Fig. 6.13, Pointillé inscription on a pre-Sasanian silver vessel (Persis I): *rthstr MLK’ "H’yn d’rynkn
d’ryn MLK’ §thw ZNH YNGDWN zI KSP s-20-20-10 whwhitr BRBY T’ NPSH (transliteration by
Nicholas Sims-Williams), Sims-Williams 2021, 614-615, Fig. 3.

Fig. 6.14, Excerpt from the pointillé inscription on a pre-Sasanian silver vessel (Persis II): ZNH §’thw
nwydyt mtrdt wrdpt ssn [...] (from top right to bottom left, transliteration by Nicholas Sims-
Williams), Sims-Williams 2021, 611-612, Fig. 2.



Fig. 6.15, Proto-corrupted form of the arameogram BYN, pointillé inscription on pre-Sasanian silver

vessel Persis 11, Sims-Williams 2021, 611-612, Fig. 2.

Fig. 7.1, Fresco known as the ‘Battle mural’, found in a private home at Dura Europos, Goldman and

Little 1980, 285, Fig. 2.



Fig. 7.2, Smaller parchment fragment with Middle Persian writing from Dura Europos, Altheim and

Stiehl 1952, Fig. 31.



Fig. 7.3, Recto and Verso of the larger parchment fragment with Middle Persian writing from Dura
Europos, Altheim and Stiehl 1952, Fig. 4 and Fig. 3 (note that the recto and verso are incorrectly
swapped around in Altheim and Stiehl 1952).



Fig. 7.4, Middle Persian inscribed ostracon from Dura Europos, Frye Pl. XXVII, Fig. 24.

Fig. 7.5, Parthian parchment from Dura Europos, dated to the Sasanian occupation of the city, Altheim

and Stiehl 1952, Fig. 1.



Fig. 7.6, Parthian ostracon from Dura Europos, dated to the Sasanian occupation of the city, Harmatta

1958.

Fig. 7.7, Detail (I) of Middle Persian dipinto from the synagogue of Dura Europos, Frye 1968, pl. L.



Fig. 7.8, Detail (II) of Middle Persian dipinto from the synagogue of Dura Europos, Frye 1968, pl. 1.



Fig. 7.9, Middle Persian dipinto from the synagogue of Dura Europos, Frye 1968, pl. X.

Fig. 7.10, Middle Persian dipinto from the synagogue of Dura Europos, Frye 1968, pl. V.



Fig. 7.11, Middle Persian dipinto from the synagogue of Dura Europos, Frye 1968, pl. XII.



Fig. 7.12, Details of Middle Persian dipinti and ostracon from the synagogue of Dura Europos showing
‘proto-corrupted’ forms of the aramaeograms AYK (top) and BYN (middle and bottom), Frye 1968,
pl. X1, V, XXIV.

Fig. 7.13, Detail of Middle Persian graffito from the synagogue of Dura Europos, Frye 1968, pl. XXXIII.



Fig. 7.14, Recto and verso of Fol. 9 of the Pahlavi Psalter, Andreas and Barr 1933, Tab. 9.



Fig. 8.1, Investiture scene of Ardasir at Naqs-e Rostam. Photo by the author.



Fig. 8.2, Trilingual Parthian — Greek — Middle Persian inscription on the horse of Ardasir at Naqs-e
Rostam. Photo by the author.

Fig. 8.3, Trilingual Middle Persian — Parthian — Greek inscription on the horse of Ohrmazd at Naqgs-e
Rostam. Photo by the author.



Fig. 8.4, Trilingual Parthian — Greek — Middle Persian inscription of Sabuhr I at Naq3-e Rajab. Photo by
the author.
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Fig. 8.5, Bas-relief and label inscription of Wahram I (/Narseh) at Bisapur. Photo by the author.



Fig. 8.6, Label inscription of Sabuhr II at Taq-e Bostan, Fukai and Horiuchi 1969-1984, 11, pl. 72.



Fig. 8.7a, Middle Persian inscription of Sabuhr I at Hajjiabad. Photo by the author.



Fig. 8.7b, Parthian inscription of Sabuhr I at Hajjiabad. Photo by the author.



Fig. 8.8, Rocky recess of Tang-e Boraq. Photo by the author.



Fig. 8.9, Middle Persian inscription of Sabuhr I at Nags-e Rostam. Photo by the author.

Fig. 8.10, Detail of the Middle Persian inscription of Sabuhr I at Nags-e Rostam. Photo by the author.



Fig. 8.11, Detail of the Middle Persian inscription of Sabuhr I at Naqs-e Rostam, example of ligatured
heterogram ZY. Photo by the author.

Fig. 8.12, Triumph of Sabuhr I at Nags-e Rostam. Photo by the author.



Fig. 8.13, Detail of the inscription of the high priest Kerdir on the Ka‘ba at Nags-e Rostam. Photo by the

author.



Fig. 8.14, Inscription and relief of the high priest Kerdir at Naqs-e Rajab. Photo by the author.



Fig. 8.15, Reconstruction of the monument of Paikuli by Herzfeld, Herzfeld 1924, 1, 7.



