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Space data provide timely and reliable information that enables a 
wide variety of civil and commercial applications. Thanks to their 
volume, velocity, var iety, and veracity, space big data create the 
potential for additional benefits from space data. The benefits of  
space big data depend on the ways in which data are collected, 
accessed, used, and disseminated, therefore the laws and data 
policies that affect them should be studied.  
 
This thesis answers the question `How could space big data be 
regulated to address existing legal challenges and enhance their 
benefits?'. In par ticular, it identifies the laws and data policies that 
are relevant to the collection, access, use, and dissemination of 
space big data, among the legal frameworks that govern activities 
involving space or data. It also assesses the impact of the relevant 
laws and data policies, in terms of the limitations they impose on 
data collection, access, use, and dissemination. From the analysis 
of the relevant laws and data policies and their impact, the thesis 
draws the areas where their application encounters difficulties and 
describes the respective legal challenges. Based on these findings, 
recommendations are provided for overcoming the legal challenges 
and enhancing the collection, access, use, and dissemination of data, 
and by extension, their benefits.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is  a volume in the ser ies  of  the Meijer s  Research Institute and 
Graduate School of the Leiden Law School of Leiden Univer sity. This 
study is  par t of the Law School’s  research programme ‘Explor ing the  
Frontier s of International Law’.  
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