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Preface

I spent most of my school career at a Catholic girls’ school in Antwerp. We all 
wore a brown uniform, my classmates and I and our parents were born and 
raised in Belgium, and we had no migration background. At the cognitive level, 
there were few significant differences between us. If you could not keep up, 
you had to go to another school. We were taught Catholic values at school, and 
these were recognized in our homes. Everyone received First Communion and 
Confirmation, which was organized by the school. There was no thinking about 
it, you just did it. Only one girl in my class was Protestant. We found that a little 
strange, and we also had some students in class, including myself, one of whose 
parents was Walloon and French was spoken at home. Some Flemish students 
also spoke French at home because the language was considered elite. They were 
called ‘Franskiljons’. Those were the cultural differences I can recall from that 
time. Thus, there was not much diversity when I was at school from about 1974-
1989. Yet, a Physics teacher in Year 12 of my school career failed to notice me 
and meet my educational needs. At a parent-teacher meeting, at a time when 
it was not customary for students to be present, my mother had scheduled an 
appointment with him because my grades for physics were noticeably worse than 
in the other subjects. The teacher asked if my mother might bring a photo with 
her as he did not know who I was. At an age when identity development is in full 
swing, this affected me. How could it be that a teacher did not know me even 
though I had been taught by him for two years? It was perhaps what prompted 
me to choose teaching with the drive to ‘do things differently’. 

Now many years later, and due to the positive trend towards inclusive 
education, there are hardly any more girls-only and boys-only schools in Belgium. 
Moreover, because of the increasing cultural diversity of society, many schools, 
including the school I attended, have student populations with diverse ethnic, 
religious and socio-cultural backgrounds and with migration histories. In this 
multicultural classroom context, what competence should my physics teacher 
have developed to ‘see’ his students and respond to their educational needs?




