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List of abbreviations 
 
AAA:  Abdominal aortic aneurysm 
AHA:  American heart association 
AUMC:  Amsterdam University Medical Center 
AoS:  Aortic valve stenosis 
AR:  Aortic regurgitation 
αSMA:  alpha smooth muscle actin 
AVR:  Aortic valve replacement 
BAV:  Bicuspid aortic valve 
BMI:  Body mass index 
CABG:  Coronary artery bypass grafting 
CAD:  Coronary artery disease 
CAGE³20: Coronary artery greater than or equal to 20 
CAGE³50: Coronary artery greater than or equal to 50 
CI:  Confidence interval 
CT:  Computed tomography 
ECM:  Extracellular matrix 
EFD:  Elastic fiber disorganization 
EFF/L:  Elastic fiber fragmentation and loss 
EFT:  Elastic fiber thinning 
EndoMT: Endothelial-to-mesenchymal transition 
FBN-1:  Fibrillin-1 
HE:  Hematoxylin-eosin 
HR:  Hazard ratio 
IQR:  Interquartile range 
LUMC:  Leiden University Medical Center 
MFS:  Marfan syndrome 
MMP:  Matrix metalloproteases 
NPCD:  Nivel Primary Care Database 
OMD:  Overall medial degeneration 
OR:  Odds ratio 
PCI:  Percutaneous coronary intervention  
RF:  Resorcin fuchsin 
SD:  Standard deviation 
SMCNL:  Smooth muscle cell nuclei loss 
SMR:  Standardized mortality ratio 
SM22α:  Smooth muscle 22 alpha 
TAA:  Thoracic aortic aneurysm 
TAAD:  Type-A aortic dissections 
TAD:  Tricuspid aortic valve patients with aortic dilatation 
TAV:  Tricuspid aortic valve 
TEE:  Transesophageal echocardiography 
TGF-β:  Tumor growth factor-beta 
VSMC:  Vascular smooth muscle cell 
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