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6. The Value of Security: Lessons for Theory and Practice 

6.1. Concluding the analysis 

 
6.2. Looking back  

The point of departure was formed by Waldron’s 
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can be anything that contributes to this individual’s 
being: we can speak of someone’s security of her health or her 

; what does this ‘mode of enjoyment’

Herington’s 

stipulated, she must ‘be sure’ of her future enjoyment
actually 

believe not fear that she won’t. 

‘security as sureness’. 

to a person’s well actually

believes

 no fear

hamper people’s well in fact
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– think of a form of housing that serves one’s 
needs first, but does not suit one’s mode of life later. Secondly, if somebody 
believes

 no fear
–

–

security in too many aspects of one’s 

can
– need

–
can –

have
–
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– any

of what goods

respect recognition
resources

rule

(‘egalitarian moral 
security’). Secondly, people require security of acce

possible (‘egalitarian economic security’). Thirdly, people must have 

security of not facing state interference on an arbitrary basis (‘egalitarian 
political security’). On the flips

cannot
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(‘conservative moral security’). Secondly, they 

against their own will (‘libertarian economic security’)

security of ‘having it their way’ in politics (‘authoritarian political security’).
–

–
all

6.3. The value of security 
–

–

itself
kind

of this dissertation, values are things that are ‘objectively good’, meaning 
depend completely on people’s subjective 

–

‘ is
value’ and saying that ‘ has (a particular kind of) value’. 
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‘intrinsically good’ or ‘intrinsic values’ –
– these are called ‘extrinsically good’ or ‘extrinsic 

values’ 

intrinsic
– that it is ‘nonderivatively good’; that it is ‘good for its own sake’ 

‘method of isolation’

can

‘ ’ ‘ ’
as ‘moral values’, ‘contributory values’, and ‘inherent values’ 
remember that the distinction between ‘intrinsic’ and ‘extrinsic’ values is different from the distinction 
between ‘final’ and ‘instrumental’ values 

, chapter 3. Given that the division between ‘intrinsic’ and ‘extrinsic’ values is 

The Value of Security: Lessons for Theory and Practice
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t0

t1

t0

t1

Moore’s method. On the other hand, we may conclude 

–

, on Aristotle’s view, 

itself
–

ut in the end, in Aristotle’s philosophy, 
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components

 instrumental

component

hamper

– that it is good not ‘for its own sake’, but ‘for the sake of something else to 
way’ 

instrumental for

people’s
indicative of

‘Suppose’, he illustrates, ‘that the results of a certain medical test indicate 

category of ‘intrinsic’ values the category of ‘instrumental’ values. 
components of human flourishing are not merely ‘instrumentally’ valuable, 

constitute ‘intrinsic’ goods. 
, the category of ‘instrumental’ with that of ‘final’ 

of ‘intrinsic’ values with that of ‘extrinsic’ values)

need not be ‘intrinsic’ values. 
Note that the ‘something else’ from which an extrinsic value derives its goodness does not need to be 
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that the patient is in good health, and suppose that this patient’s having good 

ealth; they are simply indicative of it’ (ibid.). 

a similar insight. ‘Something could be good’, he notes, ‘not because of what it 
signifies’ (p. 110). 

that are ‘indicative’ (the qualification proposed by Zimmerman 
or ‘signatory’ (the term used by Bradley

‘something else’ be 

S G

G
indicate signify

G 

G

‘ ’ ‘ ’
kinds of extrinsic values. Some, for instance, treat ‘inherent values’

. Others also consider ‘contributory values’
‘instrumental’ and ‘indicative/signatory’ 

G
extrinsic value. For an extensive analysis of the kinds of values that it would be ‘worth securing’, see 
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G G

that a person’s security of G G

– –

how security can contribute to a person’s well
can also contribute to someone’s freedom. We can see this especially well if 

increasing someone’s capabilities; for expanding her ‘well being freedom’. 

G

at each other’s cost, and my argument that freedom can work to security’s benefit. One might suspect that 
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of these particular 
goods

G

–

of particular goods –
of which I referred to as ‘egalitarian securities’ – tout 
court

–
of which I described as ‘conservative’, ‘libertarian’, or ‘authoritarian’ –

dis

of some 
particular goods

G
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can
does

6.4. Dealing with security issues 

In today’s world, people are confronted with various issues whereby 

perceived as ‘a matter of security’ within the public or political debate, 

‘security issues’. Could my study be of use in determining the right course of 
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specifying

which individuals
what goods

or regarded as ‘a matter of security’ without any of the details just summed 

not

–

bring the public’s risk perception in line with the real risk. On the other hand, 

–
–

assessing
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is

of life may seriously inhibit people’s flourishing, and it goes against 
equality’s demand that all members of society be guaranteed access to such 

responding 

itself
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security in practice often has a tendency to ‘crowd out’ other values. As 
security scholars studying the phenomenon of ‘securitisation’ have 

perceived as ‘a matter of 
security’, the public is generally inclined to accept extraordinary measures 

it: ‘Traditionally, by saying “security”, a state representative declares an 

necessary to block a threatening development’ (p. 21). 
‘security’ in the public or political debate, then, 

confer the message: ‘here is an issue that deserves our 
urgent attention’. And, in the more extreme cases studied by securitisation 
scholars: ‘addressing this issue justifies suspending 
name of restoring security’.

– –

Chapter 6



636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen
Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024 PDF page: 141PDF page: 141PDF page: 141PDF page: 141

, people’s security of health 

name of other values: people’s well

remaining
people’s well

–
‘just to be sure’. 
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