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5. Finding Security in Equality: On the Securities (Not) to Be Offered by 
an Egalitarian Society  

5.1. Security on the left 

core theme: ‘zekerheid’, a word that literally means ‘sureness’, but is more 
commonly translated as ‘security’, connoting something like continuity, 

the phrase ‘zeker zijn van’, ‘being sure of’, the party promised security in 

campaign was an attempt to win back voters’ 

‘crisis of social democracy in Europe’ (p. 1). According to Keating & McCrone, 

security of ‘an imagined community of insiders’ (p. 7). In their analysis, this 
created the need for social democratic parties to develop ‘an alternative 

ectus that is both effective and convincing’ (p. 10). With the 

 

–

–

not
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– –
successful in presenting their agenda as an answer to people’s longing for 

are 

, refer to as ‘relational 
egalitarianism’. Within this tradition, equality is viewed not in the first place 

respect  recognition
resources

rule

relational egalitarian school, including Scheffler’s 
within egalitarian relations, Anderson’s 
economy, and Kolodny’s 

–
–

individuals goods
to these goods explicitly, as when we speak of people’s ‘security of health’ or 
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‘job security’, for example. Or the reference may be implicit, as when we 
speak of ‘security’ simpliciter, perhaps thinking of people’s security of bodily 

is in fact
believes has no fear that she won’t.

is in fact

believes

has no fear 

somebody’s well –
– –

–

above also have to be ‘appropriate’: they have to be based on 
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‘Aberystwyth School’ have long pressed for linking the notion of security to 

neoliberal policies under the heading of ‘precarity’. Relatedly, Standing 

– –

does

not
are

5.2. The securities that an egalitarian society does have to offer 
does

– –

‘egalitarian security’.
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5.2.1. Egalitarian moral security 

demand of equality is located in what I earlier called the ‘moral domain’ –
respect recognition

what we may do to them. This idea also inspires Darwall’s 
‘recognition respect’, which entails that we take seriously and weigh 

–

puts it, in a ‘society of equals’, ‘each member 
accepts that every other member’s equally important interests should play 

society as a whole’, and ‘each member has a normally effec
treat the interests of others accordingly’ (p. 35). 

–
their

–

supports people’s disposition to treat one another’s interests as equally 

Chapter 5



636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen
Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024 PDF page: 105PDF page: 105PDF page: 105PDF page: 105

and expressive functions, ‘[e]qual rights before the law anchor the capacities 

democracy as equals’ (p. 845).

people’s security, it helps to bring in Pettit’s 
what he calls a ‘robustly demanding good’ (p. 12). In line with the above, 
Pettit connects the ‘rich’ good of respect to the ‘thin’ benefit of ‘non
interference or restraint in the basic liberties’ (p. 86) –

disposition not to interfere in this person’s basic liberties; a disposition to 

– –
actually

across a range of possible 
scenarios

convenient for them. If a person enjoys respect, then, we could say in Pettit’s 
rtant way ‘against the will of 

others’, and provided ‘with an important form of security’ (p. 111). 

more explicitly in Wolfendale’s account of what she terms ‘moral 
security’ (p. 238). Echoing core themes discussed previously in this section, 

believes
as a matter of fact

–

–
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–

argues, ‘rather than seeing the goal of equality as separate from or even 

discrimination may be required by the state’s duty to ensure citizens’ right 
to security’ (p. 238). 

This means that they acknowledge each other’s status as persons, that they 
regard one another’s interests as important, and that they have a disposition 

–

Let me put these securities under the heading ‘egalitarian moral security’. 

5.2.2. Egalitarian economic security 

–
–

resources –
which is the concern of what I termed the ‘economic domain’. The reasons 

–
–

Chapter 5
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– –

an egalitarian society must ‘express, embody, and sustain relations of social 
equality’ (p. 2).

What this could mean concretely becomes clear from Anderson’s 

‘democratic equality’ (p. 289). 

Democratic equality, then, ‘requires that everyone have effective access to 

equal in civil society’ (p. 320). What resources would 
Anderson’s account of the conditions of equal citizenship, we could divide 

as a human being: Anderson lists ‘the means of sustaining one’s 
– food, shelter, clothing, medical care’ (p. 317). Secondly, 

as a participant in a 
system of cooperative production, namely ‘the education needed to develop 
one’s talents’, ‘the means of production’, and ‘fair value for one’s labor’ (p. 

 as a citizen of a 
democratic state: ‘public spaces such as roads, parks, and public 

telecommunications’, as well as ‘private spaces’ where one is ‘protected from 
the scrutiny and intrusions of others’ (ibid.). It is to

To see how Anderson’s 

sufficient resources ‘over the course of an entire life’ (p. 319). Hers is thus 

Finding Security in Equality: On the Securities (Not) to Be Offered by an Egalitarian Society



636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen
Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024 PDF page: 108PDF page: 108PDF page: 108PDF page: 108

ion to society, for instance, insofar as one’s 

security

describe precarity as ‘a generalized state of insecurity produced by 
neoliberal economic reforms’ (p. 562) –

one’s access to these resources may indeed be taken away, and one may lose one’s status as an equal in 
civil society. Yet, she adds, even convicted criminals ‘retain their status as equal human beings, and so are 

uman functionings such as adequate nutrition, shelter, and medical care’ (p. 327).
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–

–
– really ‘express, 

embody, and sustain relations of social equality’, to speak with Anderson 

producing policies, ‘by displacing onto individuals a responsibility 
that ought to be shared and divided between citizens’, are incompatible with 
‘the principle of democracy’ (pp. 557, 565).

Anderson’s interpretation of this idea, we could say that every member of 

heading ‘egalitarian economic security’.

5.2.3. Egalitarian political security 
–

–
–

demands of equality in what I named the ‘political domain’ –
ruled
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in
are ‘above’ others in the sense that they have greater power over others, 

‘it is

political decisions to which they are subject’ (p. 308).

points out, would be anarchism: ‘that no political decisions are made 
at all’ (p. 310). Let us assume, however, that political decisions will in fact be 

‘without giving any of us any opportunity for influence, such as by lottery’, 
or ‘by giving each of us some positive, but equal, opportunity for influence, 
such as by voting’ (p. 313). Although both procedures would be in line with 

–

–
–

people’s opportunities for influencing political decisions can vary 

society of equals, she suggests, is ‘to live together in a democratic 
community, as opposed to a hierarchical one’, whereby democracy is to be 

Chapter 5
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understood ‘as collective self
among equals, in accordance with rules acceptable to all’ (p. 313). Realising 

and the franchise. Informally, they must also enjoy ‘effective access to the 
goods and relationships of civil society’, including ‘the social conditions of 

shame, and not being ascribed an outcast status’, as well as access to the 

security

necessary for ensuring that state interference will be ‘forced to track the 
interests and ideas of the [persons] suffering the interference’ (p. 55). In this 

‘security against 
arbitrary interference’ (p. 46), namely: security of citizens against arbitrary 

by the state on a specific understanding of the term ‘arbitrary’. 

all citizens’ interests and ideas: actually, those who make up the 
not

never goes against any citizen’s interests or ideas, but in
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offers citizens security against state interference ‘on an arbitrary basis’.

– –

arbitrary basis. Let me bring these securities under the heading ‘egalitarian 
political security’.

5.3. The securities that an egalitarian society does not have to offer 

does

 not

earlier called ‘egalitarian moral security’, ‘egalitarian economic security’, 
and ‘egalitarian political security’, I bring the securities that an egalitarian 
society cannot provide under the respective headings ‘conservative moral 
security’, ‘libertarian economic security’, and ‘authoritarian political 
security’.
 
5.3.1. Conservative moral security 

Chapter 5
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each member of society enjoys what I called ‘egalitarian moral security’: 

strategies for bringing such change about. ‘Affirmative remedies’, on the one 
hand, ‘redress disrespect by revaluing unjustly devalued group identities, 

differentiations that underlie them’ (p. 82). As an example, Fraser mentions 

heterosexism by revaluing gay and lesbian identity. ‘Transformative 
remedies’, on the other hand, ‘redress disrespect by transforming the 

valuational structure’ (p. 8
‘raise the self esteem of members of currently disrespected groups’ –
by ‘destabilizing existing group identities and differentiations’ they ‘change 
everyone’s sense of belonging, affiliation, and self’ (ibid.). To il
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all

–

think differently of their own sexual identity, no longer seeing it as ‘natural’ 
or ‘static’, for instance. 

always

of society’s cultural or symbolic architecture. As gay liberation act

society’s cultural or symbolic architecture is ever really ‘done’. Borrowing 

society cannot provide full ‘ontological security’, as it resists permanently 
‘fixing social relations into a symbolic and institutional order’ (p. 242).

symbolic change that to some extent impact all members’ perceptions of 

Chapter 5
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–
–

let me bring them under the heading ‘conservative moral security’.

5.3.2. Libertarian economic security 
Earlier I explained that although equality’s most fundamental demand may 

what I termed ‘egalitarian economic security’: security of access to sufficient 

politicians
philosophers

that cannot simply be characterised as ‘treasuring tradition and 
cultural change’.
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–

, describe as a ‘fear of falling’: a fear to lose an acquired level of 

–
–

economic domain may be vulnerable to a version of Nozick’s 
called ‘end state’ or ‘patterned’ principles of justice: that such 

standards cannot be ‘continuously realized without continuous interference 
with people’s lives’ (p. 163). Although in this formulation the criticism would 

cannot
never be interference with people’s lives aimed at correcting 

Chapter 5
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they built up under society’s lawful institutions in the past 

Nozick’s bullet at least to some degree: in an egalitarian society, indeed, 
people’s property rights cannot be entirely absolute, and their legitimate 

wealth over and above the sufficiency level; security of one’s acquired 

– –
seem to offer, I bring them under the heading ‘libertarian economic 
security’.

5.3.3. Authoritarian political security 

offer its members. This leaves me with the question if equality’s demands in 

some
left
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argued, all members of society must enjoy what I named ‘egalitarian political 
’: security of the ability to form and voice their own political views; 

security of the chance to have a say in their community’s political decisions; 

– –

‘[t]here’s got to be a reasonable chance that our side can win again; we need 

not quit the game altogether?’ On the other hand, ‘if we were always 

rightly suspect that democracy has disappeared’. In a democracy, then, 
‘political outcomes – – have to be uncertain’ (p. 71). 

democracy as ‘institutionalized uncertainty’ (ibid.).

democracy is ‘the acceptance of pluralism’ (p. 18): the end of the idea that 

Chapter 5
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between individuals who do hold different views from a ‘struggle between 
enemies’ into a ‘struggle between adversaries’ (pp. 102
between people who combat one another’s ideas, but do not put each other’s 

– –

contestation. As Mouffe puts it: ‘What is specific and valu

being put into question and no victory can be final’ (p. 15). From this account, 

quality: the state should guard everyone’s basic 

should be so wealthy that it would undermine equality in political power… 

–

–

–

and

ideal’s demands. What exactly are the basic liberties to be e
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pandemic, the only way to guarantee everyone’s access to healthcare is by 
interfering with citizens’ freedom of movement –

will
–

are not appointed for once and for all, the community’s political course is 

‘having a say’ but also ‘having it your way’. Because these are securities that 
–

–
ty, let me bring them under the heading ‘authoritarian political 

security’.

5.4. The best security we can get? 
are

not

–

–
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–

–

–

individual liking; security of ‘having it their way’ in politics –
creates

excludes

do

are
sufficient level of resources. And not having security of your own party’s 

are

the basis of extensive empirical research that it was ‘[u]nprecedently high 
levels of economic and physical security’ that ‘reshaped the values and 
worldviews’ of people in economically advanced countries after World War 
II, away from ‘conformity to group norms’ into the direction of ‘gender 

political life’ (pp. 1
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people’s need for security fully, it seems doubtful that the alternatives 

overall –
all
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