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2. Security: A Conceptual Analysis 
 
2.1. How to understand security? 

Seneca’s ‘securitas’ 

Within the field of ‘security studies’, a subarea in the study of international 
‘the right way’ of 

‘redefine’ 
that some scholars, borrowing Gallie’s well

described security as an ‘essentially contested concept’: a concept ‘the 

use on the part of [its] users’ 

rather a ‘confused’ or ‘inadequately explicated concept’ (p. 12)
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2.2. Security as a mode of enjoyment  

suggests that security should actually not be thought of ‘as a good in its own 
right’, but rather ‘as a mode in which other goods are enjoyed’ (p. 462). He 
illustrates this idea with a couple of examples: ‘I enjoy my property or my 

religion or the freedom to express my political views, securely’ (ibid.). 
relational

– –

states that ‘[a]n agent enjoys complete physical security if and only if there is warrant for 

plausible futures, and this belief would be true’ (p. 73). This is an analytically very sophisticated definition
– physical

securitisation ‘the process 
whereby an issue is moved from normal politics into the realm of security politics’ (p. 63)

–
‘Security’, he writes, ‘is an objective condition of relative safety from 

harm’ (p. 18). This definition, Welch stresses, leaves open the question of ‘which referents are worth 
securing’. In order to answer this question, he claims, we need ‘a theory of value’ (p. 32); a theory of what 
is ‘good’ (p. 33). In making security about the protection of ‘goods’, Welch’s view

clear in what follows, however, Herington’s conceptual framework is much more analytically 
sophisticated than Welch’s, so it is Herington’s rather than Welch’s account that I will be taking as a 
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individual good
–

not
– –

thinking of. When we remark that ‘the government
against the coronavirus for the sake of our security’, for instance, we are 
thinking of security of health. When we say that ‘the flexibilisation of labour 

’, on the other hand, we have in mind 
curity of jobs or incomes. When we speak of ‘a refugee camp providing 

displaced people with basic security’, finally, we are talking about security 

distinguishes between what he refers to as someone’s ‘fact relative security’ 
of some good, someone’s ‘belief relative security’ of some good, and ‘the 
affect of security’ (p. 181). These he defines as follows:

 ‘The fact G
S t S

G t t S
G’ (p. 183).
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 ‘The belief G S
t is S’s subjective probability of enjoying G

t S’s credence at t S G’ (ibid.).
 ‘The affect of security is an emotional state of calm assurance. (…) It 

rather than the belief that one is safe or secure’ (p. 184).

not

Waldron’s idea of security as a mode 

Herington’s distinction between fact

Herington’s exactly as he spells it out,
a number of problems that I see in Herington’s account, thereby improving 

I call my concept of security ‘security as sureness’.

means that she ‘is sure’ of her future enjoyment of this good. This ‘sureness’, 

I am aware that the word ‘sureness’ is not used very often in the English language. My choice for 

‘zekerheid’, the common translation of which is ‘security’, but 
the literal translation of which would be ‘sureness’. Adopting the word ‘sureness’ in my description of 
‘security’ can be seen as an attempt to connect the connotations of the Dutch word ‘zekerheid’ to the 
English word ‘security’ as I use it in this study. Besides, precisely because the word ‘sureness’ is not so 
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Borrowing Herington’s style for a moment, let me define these aspects as 

 G
S t

t S  actually t G
security’s factual aspect entails the fact that S G

 G
S t S

t S believes t
G . In simpler phrasing, security’s cognitive aspect 

S G
 G

S t S
t S  no fear t not

G . Phrased in a simpler way, security’s emotional 
S

G

 The renter’s landlord is in fact planning to continue letting his 
actually

 Because the renter is aware of her landlord’s plans, the renter also 
believes

 Being aware of her landlord’s plans, our renter has no fear

Herington’s in a number of ways. Below, I explain the most important 

2.3. The factual aspect and the cognitive aspect of security 
The first major difference between Herington’s account and my own regards 
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aspect of security (ii). Whereas Herington links what he calls ‘fact relative’ 
and ‘belief relative’ security to the concept of ‘probability’, I characterise the 

–
–

relative security as the ‘objective probability’ 

 flat-out fact

relative security as the ‘subjective probability’ that 

flat-out belief

‘probability’ that an individual will enjoy some good, however, then actually 
the word ‘security’ does not
Rather, under this definition, the word ‘security’ –
‘height’, ‘weight’, or ‘temperature’ – parameter

score
– – does

not

not a matter of ‘all or nothing’. Someone may very well have security of some 
to a certain extent
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objective

subjective
the extent to which

the extent to which

the concept of security 

Before moving on to the second difference between Herington’s 

phenomena. They describe freedom as, say, ‘the absence of interference’; 
justice as ‘those principles that all reasonable persons would agree to in a
hypothetical position of perfect equality’; democracy as ‘rule by the people’ 
–

to what extent in what ways
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2.4. The emotional aspect of security 
The second major difference between Herington’s account an my own 

Let me first point out that Herington’s definition of what he calls ‘the affect 
of security’ or ‘affective security’ does not suffer from the same shortcoming 

defining affective security as ‘an emotional state of calm assurance’, 

presence of ‘a felt quality of tranquility’ (Herington 2019, 
absence 

any
particular that one will not enjoy some good

not negative

– –
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as ‘freedom from fear’ 

opted here. Remember Waldron’s 
individual good

the ‘good’ has disappeared from our definition. If, instead, we defi
that one will not enjoy a 

good, the ‘good’ makes its way back in.

Before turning to the third and final difference between Herington’s 

fear anxiety ‘focused’ emotion
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does
experiences

feels

her ‘how are things at home?’. The emotional aspect of security, in other 

one’s future enjoyment of some good, rather than the absence of a fearful 

 
2.5. Security as an integrated concept 
The last major difference between Herington’s account and my own 

not
one and the same

that all three of security’s aspects must obtain for her: she must be sure of 
as well as
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as well as

belief absence of fear

in fact

 The renter’s landlord is in fact planning to evict the renter. The 
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in

the conclusion that ‘the cognitive aspect of security’
–

–

seem to justify concluding that ‘the emotional aspect of security’ obtains for 

–
from an awareness of her landlord’s plans, but from a psychological 

–

enjoy a good to count as realising security’s cognitive aspect, and in order 

security’s emotional aspect, both these things have to be based on an 

appropriate

‘appropriate’, rather than as a belief that is ‘justified’ and ‘true’ –
belief to count as ‘knowledge’. The reason why I do not 

true

Security: A Conceptual Analysis
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ain alignment between the facts, people’s beliefs, and 

‘virtuous activity’. In order for an individual to count as acting virtuously, on 
in fact

– beliefs
–

feel –
–

not

concept to qualify as a serious candidate for earning the status of ‘a value’, 

fact
belief

justified
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absence of fear –

awareness of the relevant facts. I conclude that in comparison to Herington’s 

 
2.6. A starting point for further analysis 
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