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Abstract 

should

somebody’s –
a person’s

necessary
may indeed come at the each other’s cost –

ways in which security and freedom can actually work to each other’s 

–

can

–
security’s own name ‘just to be sure’.
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Samenvatting 
 

moeten

–

noodzakelijk
–

–

–   
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1. Security and the Values of Well-being, Freedom, and Equality 

1.1. Security and values 

–
–

in our own individual lives

at the societal level

we consider people’s health security as at least one important factor to take 
into account. When evaluating our society’s economic arrangements, 

a value

the good
‘desire fulfilment theories’ 

Not everyone may agree that the notion of ‘value’ and the notion of ‘good’ can be associated with each 
other in the way suggested here. Some may hold, for instance, that ‘value’ does not just concern what is 
‘good’ but also what is ‘right’. This dissertat
tradition in which ‘value’ is indeed equated with ‘good’ 

actually describes ‘desire fulfilment theories’ – as well as ‘hedonist
theories’ and ‘objective list theories’, which will be introduced shortly –
‘the good’, but as a class of theories about ‘self interest’ (p. 493). In 
categories of theories distinguished by Parfit are mostly described as categories of theories about ‘well
being’, that is, as theories about what is ‘good for’ a person or a being 
the debates about ‘the good’ and ‘the good for’ are distinct

. The distinction between ‘desire

Chapter 1
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‘hedonistic theories’ 

mistaken

really

security is a value, we can refer to as an ‘objectivist’ perspective. Values, on 
this view, are things that are ‘objectively good’, meaning that their goodness 

people’s subjective judgments or impressions 
called ‘objective

theories’ of the good 

fulfilment’, ‘hedonistic’, and ‘objective list’ theories characterise the debate about ‘the 
good’ as well as that about ‘well being’. 

Security and the Values of Well-being, Freedom, and Equality
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with
without

only

– human
–

–
–

as ‘intrinsically good’ or ‘intrinsic values’ 
–

people’s happiness – are called ‘extrinsically good’ or 
‘extrinsic values’ (ibid.). What do we see if we look at security from an 

related

Chapter 1
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itself

how should we understand 
security, and how does security relate to the values of well-being, freedom, and 
equality?

‘ ’
called ‘critical security 

studies’ in particular, we can indeed find scholarship that adopts a more value

as a practice

–

Security and the Values of Well-being, Freedom, and Equality
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1.2. Security beyond Hobbes and Locke 

–
–

–
–

indeed, notes that ‘[t]he idea of security has been at the heart of European 
political thought since the crises of the seventeenth century’ (p. 61)

Chapter 1
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’s

anarchic, chaotic, and grisly ‘state of nature’.

insecurity: ‘every man is Enemy to every man’, there is ‘continuall 
feare, and danger of violent death’, and life – – ‘solitary, poore, 
nasty, brutish, and short’ 

– ‘Leviathan’ – may subsequently ‘use the strength and means of them 
all, as he shall think expedient, for their Peace and Common Defence’ (p. 

– jointly referred to as their ‘property’ –

‘is very uncertain, and constantly exposed to the Invasion of others’ –
‘very unsafe, very unsecure’ 

‘endeavour 

Security and the Values of Well-being, Freedom, and Equality
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erty’ (p. 412). 

Hobbes’s and 
Locke’s ideas about security 

Leviathan Two Treatises of Government

entail exactly? Although the noun ‘security’ (as well as the verb ‘to secure’ 
and the adjectives ‘secure’ and ‘in/un secure’) can be found at various points 

–
describes ‘Security’ as ‘The End of Commonwealth’ (p. 117); 

describes people’s ‘Safety and Security’ as ‘the end for which 
they are in Society’ (p. 413) –

Is security a kind of ‘prime value’ 
; ‘a value so important as to supersede other goods in 

a political community’ , as some have taken Hobbes’s 

Locke’s 

Chapter 1
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people’s

1.3. Well-being, freedom, and equality 

being, autonomy, justice, freedom, knowledge, beauty, equality, love… 

any

– say, Moore’s 

Security and the Values of Well-being, Freedom, and Equality
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Ross’s , or Frankena’s –

– and

Utilitarianism
that security is something ‘which everyone feels to be the most vital 

of all interests’ (p. 81)

well-being

ording to a ‘common suggestion’, ‘it is always
– –

security’ 

freedom

‘for the right’

– albeit only the security of ‘an imagined 
community of insiders’ –

Chapter 1
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find ‘on the left’? 

equality

–
to ‘be well’: it does not dictate a certain religion; it does not prescribe a 

because

good for

better lives

– –

Security and the Values of Well-being, Freedom, and Equality
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and
and

only
required

public goods provision

the 
organisation of the state

Chapter 1
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the architecture of the community at large

theories, which take people’s well
take people’s well

people’s well

Security and the Values of Well-being, Freedom, and Equality
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tradition of thinking about the good life, also referred to as ‘eudaimonia’ or 
‘human flourishing’, these thinkers give rich content to the concept of well

–
–

–

way: Hobbes’s definition can be characterised as ‘pure negative’, Berlin’s as 
‘liberal’, Pettit’s as ‘republican’, and Sen’s as inspired by the idea of 
‘capabilities’. All of these authors do, however,

should be organised: in Hobbes’s view, it is rational for individuals to 

lin’s account, the state is always to leave at least some area within which 

cused on people’s freedoms to attain valuable 

Chapter 1
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hat I described above as ‘
democratic society’: by 

are

Security and the Values of Well-being, Freedom, and Equality
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mentions ‘[n]ot having one’s emotional development blighted by 
overwhelming fear and anxiety’ in 

secondly, sometimes uses ‘security against interference on an arbitrary 
basis’ as a synonym for ‘freedom as non domination’ (p. 45). Anderson 

, lastly, speaks of the need for egalitarians to ‘secure’ certain kinds of 

–
–

1.4. Looking ahead 

Chapter 1
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this second chapter by introducing Waldron’s
idea that security may best be thought of ‘as a mode in which other goods 
are enjoyed’ (p. 462) ‘I enjoy my property or my health securely’, he 
illustrates; ‘I may enjoy certain liberties, such as the practice of my religion 
or the freedom to express my political views, securely’ (ibid.).
Herington’s 

‘mode of enjoying goods’ may 

in fact
belief no fear that she won’t 

I call my concept of security ‘security 
as sureness’. 

Security and the Values of Well-being, Freedom, and Equality
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understood in an objectivist way, inspired by accounts of ‘human 
flourishing’. I show that there are various ways in which security can 

in fact
believe

no fear

demonstrate that mirroring security’s upsides, there 
hamper

too many aspects of one’s life:

have to be ‘balanced’ or ‘traded off’ against one another. It would be 

Chapter 1
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are –
will be called ‘egalitarian’ securities – not –
will be respectively characterised as ‘conservative’, ‘libertarian’, and 
‘authoritarian’ securities. My starting point in this 

in society’s moral, economic, 

(‘egalitarian moral security’); (ii) security of access to 
sufficient means for fulfilling one’s human needs, security of access to 

gement (‘egalitarian economic security’); (iii) security of 
the ability to form and voice one’s own political views, security of the chance 
to have a say in the political decisions of one’s society, and security of not 

rary basis (‘egalitarian political 
security’)

accordance with this exact image (‘conservative moral security’); (ii) 
security of income or wealth above the level of sufficiency, security of one’s 

property against one’s own will (‘libertarian economic security’)

Security and the Values of Well-being, Freedom, and Equality
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community being led into the direction of one’s own individual liking, and 
security of ‘having it one’s own way’ in politics (‘authoritarian political 
security’). what I identify as ‘egalitarian’ securities

can

–

specify
assess

respond

– ‘just 
to be sure’.

Chapter 1
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2. Security: A Conceptual Analysis 
 
2.1. How to understand security? 

Seneca’s ‘securitas’ 

Within the field of ‘security studies’, a subarea in the study of international 
‘the right way’ of 

‘redefine’ 
that some scholars, borrowing Gallie’s well

described security as an ‘essentially contested concept’: a concept ‘the 

use on the part of [its] users’ 

rather a ‘confused’ or ‘inadequately explicated concept’ (p. 12)

Chapter 2
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2.2. Security as a mode of enjoyment  

suggests that security should actually not be thought of ‘as a good in its own 
right’, but rather ‘as a mode in which other goods are enjoyed’ (p. 462). He 
illustrates this idea with a couple of examples: ‘I enjoy my property or my 

religion or the freedom to express my political views, securely’ (ibid.). 
relational

– –

states that ‘[a]n agent enjoys complete physical security if and only if there is warrant for 

plausible futures, and this belief would be true’ (p. 73). This is an analytically very sophisticated definition
– physical

securitisation ‘the process 
whereby an issue is moved from normal politics into the realm of security politics’ (p. 63)

–
‘Security’, he writes, ‘is an objective condition of relative safety from 

harm’ (p. 18). This definition, Welch stresses, leaves open the question of ‘which referents are worth 
securing’. In order to answer this question, he claims, we need ‘a theory of value’ (p. 32); a theory of what 
is ‘good’ (p. 33). In making security about the protection of ‘goods’, Welch’s view

clear in what follows, however, Herington’s conceptual framework is much more analytically 
sophisticated than Welch’s, so it is Herington’s rather than Welch’s account that I will be taking as a 

Security: A Conceptual Analysis
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individual good
–

not
– –

thinking of. When we remark that ‘the government
against the coronavirus for the sake of our security’, for instance, we are 
thinking of security of health. When we say that ‘the flexibilisation of labour 

’, on the other hand, we have in mind 
curity of jobs or incomes. When we speak of ‘a refugee camp providing 

displaced people with basic security’, finally, we are talking about security 

distinguishes between what he refers to as someone’s ‘fact relative security’ 
of some good, someone’s ‘belief relative security’ of some good, and ‘the 
affect of security’ (p. 181). These he defines as follows:

 ‘The fact G
S t S

G t t S
G’ (p. 183).

Chapter 2
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 ‘The belief G S
t is S’s subjective probability of enjoying G

t S’s credence at t S G’ (ibid.).
 ‘The affect of security is an emotional state of calm assurance. (…) It 

rather than the belief that one is safe or secure’ (p. 184).

not

Waldron’s idea of security as a mode 

Herington’s distinction between fact

Herington’s exactly as he spells it out,
a number of problems that I see in Herington’s account, thereby improving 

I call my concept of security ‘security as sureness’.

means that she ‘is sure’ of her future enjoyment of this good. This ‘sureness’, 

I am aware that the word ‘sureness’ is not used very often in the English language. My choice for 

‘zekerheid’, the common translation of which is ‘security’, but 
the literal translation of which would be ‘sureness’. Adopting the word ‘sureness’ in my description of 
‘security’ can be seen as an attempt to connect the connotations of the Dutch word ‘zekerheid’ to the 
English word ‘security’ as I use it in this study. Besides, precisely because the word ‘sureness’ is not so 

Security: A Conceptual Analysis
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Borrowing Herington’s style for a moment, let me define these aspects as 

 G
S t

t S  actually t G
security’s factual aspect entails the fact that S G

 G
S t S

t S believes t
G . In simpler phrasing, security’s cognitive aspect 

S G
 G

S t S
t S  no fear t not

G . Phrased in a simpler way, security’s emotional 
S

G

 The renter’s landlord is in fact planning to continue letting his 
actually

 Because the renter is aware of her landlord’s plans, the renter also 
believes

 Being aware of her landlord’s plans, our renter has no fear

Herington’s in a number of ways. Below, I explain the most important 

2.3. The factual aspect and the cognitive aspect of security 
The first major difference between Herington’s account and my own regards 

Chapter 2
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aspect of security (ii). Whereas Herington links what he calls ‘fact relative’ 
and ‘belief relative’ security to the concept of ‘probability’, I characterise the 

–
–

relative security as the ‘objective probability’ 

 flat-out fact

relative security as the ‘subjective probability’ that 

flat-out belief

‘probability’ that an individual will enjoy some good, however, then actually 
the word ‘security’ does not
Rather, under this definition, the word ‘security’ –
‘height’, ‘weight’, or ‘temperature’ – parameter

score
– – does

not

not a matter of ‘all or nothing’. Someone may very well have security of some 
to a certain extent

Security: A Conceptual Analysis
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objective

subjective
the extent to which

the extent to which

the concept of security 

Before moving on to the second difference between Herington’s 

phenomena. They describe freedom as, say, ‘the absence of interference’; 
justice as ‘those principles that all reasonable persons would agree to in a
hypothetical position of perfect equality’; democracy as ‘rule by the people’ 
–

to what extent in what ways

Chapter 2
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2.4. The emotional aspect of security 
The second major difference between Herington’s account an my own 

Let me first point out that Herington’s definition of what he calls ‘the affect 
of security’ or ‘affective security’ does not suffer from the same shortcoming 

defining affective security as ‘an emotional state of calm assurance’, 

presence of ‘a felt quality of tranquility’ (Herington 2019, 
absence 

any
particular that one will not enjoy some good

not negative

– –

Security: A Conceptual Analysis
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as ‘freedom from fear’ 

opted here. Remember Waldron’s 
individual good

the ‘good’ has disappeared from our definition. If, instead, we defi
that one will not enjoy a 

good, the ‘good’ makes its way back in.

Before turning to the third and final difference between Herington’s 

fear anxiety ‘focused’ emotion

Chapter 2
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does
experiences

feels

her ‘how are things at home?’. The emotional aspect of security, in other 

one’s future enjoyment of some good, rather than the absence of a fearful 

 
2.5. Security as an integrated concept 
The last major difference between Herington’s account and my own 

not
one and the same

that all three of security’s aspects must obtain for her: she must be sure of 
as well as

 

Security: A Conceptual Analysis
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as well as

belief absence of fear

in fact

 The renter’s landlord is in fact planning to evict the renter. The 

 

 

Chapter 2
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in

the conclusion that ‘the cognitive aspect of security’
–

–

seem to justify concluding that ‘the emotional aspect of security’ obtains for 

–
from an awareness of her landlord’s plans, but from a psychological 

–

enjoy a good to count as realising security’s cognitive aspect, and in order 

security’s emotional aspect, both these things have to be based on an 

appropriate

‘appropriate’, rather than as a belief that is ‘justified’ and ‘true’ –
belief to count as ‘knowledge’. The reason why I do not 

true

Security: A Conceptual Analysis
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ain alignment between the facts, people’s beliefs, and 

‘virtuous activity’. In order for an individual to count as acting virtuously, on 
in fact

– beliefs
–

feel –
–

not

concept to qualify as a serious candidate for earning the status of ‘a value’, 

fact
belief

justified

Chapter 2
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absence of fear –

awareness of the relevant facts. I conclude that in comparison to Herington’s 

 
2.6. A starting point for further analysis 

  

Security: A Conceptual Analysis



636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen
Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024 PDF page: 50PDF page: 50PDF page: 50PDF page: 50

  



636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen
Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024 PDF page: 51PDF page: 51PDF page: 51PDF page: 51

Chapter 3 



636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen
Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024 PDF page: 52PDF page: 52PDF page: 52PDF page: 52

3. Being Sure and Living Well: How Security Affects Human 
Flourishing  

3.1. Security and well-being 

of the word. It applies to security of all things that contribute to a person’s 

security of something that contributes to a person’s well
itself

significance of security for people’s well
, ‘we must consider that man 

necessary also to guarantee him, as far as possible, against future loss’ (p. 
described security as ‘the most vital of all 

interests’, stating that ‘[w]e depend on it for all our immunity from evil’ and 
‘for the whole value of every single good that goes beyond the passing 

The Journal of Value Inquiry

Chapter 3
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any worth to us except the gratification of the instant’ (p. 81). 

today’s society as well. Around the world people currently are concerned 

factual aspect cognitive aspect emotional aspect

human 
flourishing

Being Sure and Living Well: How Security Affects Human Flourishing
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positive

negatively

3.2. Security as sureness 

person good

answering this question, it is common to distinguish between ‘objective’ and 
‘subjective’ security, whereby the former refers to some fact about a person’s 

‘fact relative security’. According to Herington, ‘[t]he fact
G S t objective

S G t’ (p. 183). It is 
actual

is ‘belief relative security’. On Herington’s definition, ‘[t]he belief
G S t S’s subjective
G t’ (ibid.). It is the answer to the 

herself

‘the affect of security’ or ‘affective security’. On Herington’s view, ‘[t]he affect 

individuals
persons

as something pertaining to ‘persons’ rather than ‘individuals’. Following Locke 
understand the term ‘person’ to refer to an individual with particular mental properties (p. 335).

Chapter 3
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of security is an emotional state of calm assurance’ (p. 184). It is not 

being. Building on Herington’s analysis, I therefore 

‘is sure’ of her future enjoyment of this good. This ‘sureness’, in turn, has 
what I call a ‘factual aspect’, a ‘cognitive aspect’, and an ‘emotional aspect’. 

concept that I name ‘security as 
sureness’. 

actually
security’s factual aspect simply entails the fact that this person is bound to 

believes
security’s cognitive aspect entails an appropriate belief on the part of this 

 no fear not
other words, security’s emotional aspect entails an appropriate absence of 

disposition
relation to one’s future enjoyment of a good. Security’s emotional aspect, 

Being Sure and Living Well: How Security Affects Human Flourishing
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actually
case that the employee, because she is aware of her employer’s intention of 

believes
it must be the case that our employee, given her awareness of her employer’s 

 no fear

My understanding of security departs from Herington’s 

as the objective and subjective ‘probability’ that a 

flat-out fact
flat-out belief

as the presence of ‘an emotional state of calm assurance’ (p. 184), I say that 
absence of fear

‘ ’, I mean this

and and

–
appropriate

Herington’s in the ways mentioned here is given in 

Chapter 3



636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen
Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024 PDF page: 57PDF page: 57PDF page: 57PDF page: 57

– –
–

–

–
–

certainty of beliefs about one’s fut
directly relevant for one’s security.

would
– say, her friend’s support –

–
will

we understand certainty as ‘the highest form of knowledge’ or indeed as ‘the only epistemic property 
superior to knowledge’ (two views mentioned by Reed), then we may debate about the question whether 
being ‘certain’

worlds – robust 
futures –

secure

Being Sure and Living Well: How Security Affects Human Flourishing
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3.3. Human flourishing 

that I refer to as ‘human flourishing’. This term is sometimes used as a 
translation of Aristotle’s notion of ‘eudaimonia’ 

what things in life have ‘prudential value’, that is, what things 
are ‘good for’ persons.

subjectivist theories of the good: hedonism, which takes a person’s well

theory, which takes someone’s well

really

illusion –

person’s desires is good for her regardless of the content of these desires. 
this view, fulfilment of a person’s desires is good for her even if these desires 

own –
–

confused –

difficulties, because it does not make a person’s well

–

Chapter 3
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very well contribute to people’s flourishing –

component of
instrument for

case, it can be said to possess ‘final’ value; in the latter case, its value is 
merely ‘instrumental’ 

definition of human flourishing that one adopts. On Kraut’s view, for 

It is important to note that when we consider a person’s security
good, there are two factors at issue that potentially affect this person’s 

points out, ‘instrumental’ values often mistakenly contrasted with ‘intrinsic’ 

distinction between ends and means: the distinction between ‘final’ and ‘instrumental’ 

‘ ’ ‘ ’

some other source: the distinction between ‘intrinsic’ and ‘extrinsic’ values (ibid.). 

Being Sure and Living Well: How Security Affects Human Flourishing
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Throughout this text, the noun ‘good’ is taken to refer to something that 
contributes to this person’s well

–

we consider a person’s security of a good, is security itself. As was explained 

people’s well

 
3.4. What is good about security? 

person has security of a good, security’s factual aspect entails that given the 
actually

must be something that somehow, sometime, contributes to this person’s 

at that later point in time
the house

person’s flourishing here, rather than the factual aspect of her security of 

Chapter 3
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stays or becomes present in this person’s life, not at the point when 
she just has security of it. Strictly speaking, the factual aspect of a person’s 

when a person has security of a good, security’s cognitive aspect entails that 

believes

explains it this way: ‘The following is 

intending M’ (p. 413). Now, Herington argues that ‘[i]n order to make 

Being Sure and Living Well: How Security Affects Human Flourishing
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possess all of the necessary means to realizing those plans’ (p. 198). He 

I could say: ‘later, I am going to start a family’, I could say: ‘if I find a caring 
partner, I am going to start a family’. That my plan to start a family is 

–
not

not

heart condition in Herington’s example d
–

not
writes that ‘there need be no

still not believing one will’, but ‘there will
not A’ (p. 38, emphasis mine). Thus we 

human flourishing in a different way. In their study of ‘disadvantage’, Wolff 
inhibited

in

‘fears being attacked on the street, and so has insecure bodily integrity’, and 
therefore chooses ‘always to travel by taxi, and suffer the financial costs, or 

ly not go out, and lose many opportunities as a result’ (p. 68). If a person 

Chapter 3
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– believes

–

in fact

not

security is importantly related to the fulfilment of security’s factual aspect.

can not

security’s efficiency benefit only obtains fully

Being Sure and Living Well: How Security Affects Human Flourishing
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Now we can see why it matters that I have characterised security’s cognitive 

appropriate

for someone’s well experiences
– thinks

– matches reality –
in fact actually

belief about one’s personal condition has more prudential value than an 

appropriate

a person has security of a good, security’s emotional aspect entails that 

 no fear

in relation to one’s future en

Chapter 3
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not

–

Being Sure and Living Well: How Security Affects Human Flourishing
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does

appropriate

‘appropriate’. Whereas the Stoics considered emotions such as fear and 

‘not simply that these common passions are sometimes appropriate, but that 

experience them in the right way at the right times’ (

truly
appears

rightfully

can not

fully

Chapter 3
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will not enjoy a good is more valuable than a state of ‘blissful ignorance’ 
regarding the fact that one’s enjoyment of this good is actually on the line. In 

appropriate

the ways in which people’s security impacts their well

being. People’s security of basic needs fulfilment probably 

–
–

people’s flourishing more than insecurity that is rather incidental –

physical safety, but also a demand for ‘moral security’: that everyone believes

actually regards everyone’s interests and welfare as 

The Journal of Value Inquiry
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3.5. What is bad about security? 

this thing a ‘good’, we assumed that it is something that contributes to this 
person’s well

factual aspect of a person’s security of a good cannot be bad for this person. 

Chapter 3
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Therefore, we could say that the factual aspect of a person’s
–

therefore it seems that security’s factual aspect cannot inhibit flourishing. 

–

option

word ‘good’. Arguably, the word ‘good’ should be reserved for things that are 
at the point that they have them

‘good’ for me when what was at issue was my potential enjoyment of the 

option
‘good’ only in this stricter sense, and thereby make it 
impossible for the factual aspect of a person’s security of a good to turn out 

Being Sure and Living Well: How Security Affects Human Flourishing
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think most of us would answer ‘no’. Now remember a moment in your life 

–

Likely the answer again is ‘no’. Larmore 
his insight that ‘being surprised by a good of which we had no inkling is itself 
an invaluable element of what makes life worth living’ (p. 99). In a sense, 

one’s future enjoyment of a good. Of course, feelings of fear are mostly 

Chapter 3



636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen
Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024 PDF page: 71PDF page: 71PDF page: 71PDF page: 71

–

negative
–

positive

which security can hamper a person’s well

–
–

badly for a person. The belief that one will enjoy a good, too, can inhibit one’s 

The Journal of Value Inquiry
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–

not be wise to ‘lock ourselves in’ by securing forever what is good for us now, 

–

–
control

security

possible
bad

3.6. Striking a balance 

appropriate

 

Chapter 3
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one must be sure in a number of aspects of one’s life, but not in all. 

, and took ‘the object of mans desire’ to be ‘not 

way of his future desire’ 
Nietzsche, who insisted that ‘the secret to harvesting the greatest 

live dangerously’ 

right decision on each occasion ‘solely by learning general rules’: ‘[w]e must 
also ‘acquire, through practice, those deliberative, emotional, and social 

practice in ways that are suitable to each occasion’ (

the ways in which security affects people’s flourishing, but also answers to 

Being Sure and Living Well: How Security Affects Human Flourishing
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of
from

and

19 pandemic, the state’s aiming for security in practice often comes 
at the cost of people’s freedom. And the restrictions of 
form part of the state’s security policies may in turn end up undermining 
citizens’ security. 

–

Chapter 3
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4. Freedom, Security, and the COVID-19 Pandemic  
 
4.1. Freedom versus security? 

As a result, it is frequently thought that there is a need to ‘balance’ or ‘trade 
off’ freedom and security in public decision

The ‘freedom vs. security’ frame also emerges in the discussion about the 

present it in the form of a ‘tradeoff thesis’ (p. 21). They 

how the language of ‘liberty’ can frequently even be translated into that of 
‘security’. These and othe

Critical Review of International 
Social and Political Philosophy

Liberal Reality Check
Counter-terrorism Powers: Reconciling Security and Liberty in an Open Society 

Corona: Sicherheit kontra Freiheit
Baudet in 

Coronadebat: Geef ons onze vrijheid terug! 
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attention to the danger of calling anything a ‘security issue’ at all, alluding 
that this almost inevitably invites the state to restrict people’s freedoms.

–

security may indeed get in each other’s way –

Furthermore, there exists a broader field of ‘critical security studies’, which is mainly concerned with 
practices discourses

discourses for people’s liberties form a recurring theme in this branch of literature. 
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4.2. The concepts of freedom and security 

Political philosophers have long debated the meaning of the word ‘freedom’, 

freedom as ‘the absence … of externall Impediments of motion’ (p. 145). A 
similarly ‘negative’ view of freedom is defended by Berlin 
suggests that someone’s freedom consists in the absence of one particular 
kind of impediment: other persons’ interference. In order to protect 

–
–

subject to other people’s arbitrary power or – to use Pettit’s preferred term 
–
idea that other persons’ interference or domination are the only things that 
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capability theorists draw attention to the fact that people’s material 

important element of what we tend to value as ‘freedom’: from not being 

When it comes to debating the meaning of the word ‘security’, 

risk
This risk can be one of ‘personal violation’ 
‘deliberate attacks’ 

said to have (or lack, or want) ‘security from’. 
good

fulfilment of ‘basic needs’ 
‘normal human physical functioning’ 

Freedom, Security, and the COVID-19 Pandemic
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want) ‘security of’. Now, what would it mean to have security of a good? 

is in fact
believes has no fear that she won’t.

adherents of ‘negative’ and ‘positive’ conceptions of freedom, MacCallum 
agent

constraint action condition

individual risk good

the terminology of ‘security’ under the heading of ‘freedom’ (say, by 

and the emotional condition as described above also have to be ‘appropriate’: they have to be based on 

Chapter 4



636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen
Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024 PDF page: 83PDF page: 83PDF page: 83PDF page: 83

‘securities’ into ‘freedoms’ could work 

–

Neither do I require that the word ‘security’ is always accompanied by an 
explicit reference to a risk that someone is ‘secure from’ and a good that she 
is ‘secure of’. Although these referents are generally there in the background, 

pandemic, for instance, talk of ‘security’ normally regards the risk of 

–

, I generally speak of people’s security 

–
whom it applies are significant enough to warrant considering people’s 

Freedom, Security, and the COVID-19 Pandemic
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4.3. How freedom can come at the cost of security 
–

–

kind came at the cost of people’s security of health, and would have to be 

called ‘pure negative’ theorists.
In the previous section, we already came across Hobbes’s canonical 

description of freedom as ‘the absence of … externall Impediments of 
motion’ 
as the absence of constraints. He thereby takes someone’s freedom only to 

restricted by ‘walls’ and ‘chayns’, but not by ‘sicknesse’ and ‘feare’ (p. 146). 
Later proponents of what has come to be known as the ‘pure negative’ view 

account in two ways. Firstly, they consider someone’s overall freedom as a 

somebody’s particular freedom to do a particular thing is not only restricted 
actually

would puts it: ‘If 

whether the attempt and the locking ever actually take place’ (p. 38). 

options
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theorists generally only take constraints to limit someone’s freedom if these 

constraint: ‘interference by other persons’ (p. 122). On the modified version 
en, an individual’s freedom is determined by her 

that this section started out with: at the beginning of the pandemic, people’s 

exactly? At the most basic level, what was happening was that people’s 
actions were coming at the cost of people’s goods

people’s health being damaged. Not every single time that this action was 
–

–
risk

security freedom

inclined to make use
–

homebound by ‘sicknesse’ or ‘feare’ –
people’s security of health to be compromised to such an extent that 

to restrict people’s freedom to come close to one 

‘externall mpediments of motion’.

people’s options for acting without being constrained by others, can come at 

need

Freedom, Security, and the COVID-19 Pandemic
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exchange

–

4.4. How security can come at the cost of freedom 

Social Distance, Swedish Style: It’s Not Disruptive if It’s How You Live All Year Round
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–
–

is focused on what we tend to refer to as our ‘basic liberties’.
The section above already mentioned Berlin’s 

human flourishing, which indeed requires ‘the cultivation of individuality’ 

summum bonum

favour the idea of ‘basic liberties’: that individuals hold a core set of legal 

people’s exercising
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the state’s respecting

need

extent particular freedoms pose risks to people’s goods is very much 

e coronavirus pandemic as well, people’s security of health can increase 

health dangers temporarily decrease because of the virus’s seasonal effect 
. Again, this challenges Posner & Vermeule’s 

need
do interfere with people’s basic liberties, their 

does

One of the Country’s Largest Megachurches Says It’s Canceling All In-person 
Services for the Rest of 2020 over Coronavirus Concerns
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generally only by reference to ‘security’, ‘public safety’, or a ‘national 
emergency’ that such far

extensive research into what has come to be known as ‘securitisation’ 

matter of security, and is consequently raised ‘out of normal politics and into 

measures’ 
wants issues to be securitised, the process is not without dangers: it may ‘for 

liberties, an increase in police powers, ‘othering’/alienation of suspect 

process’ (ibid.). From this it seems that securitisation, and the loss of 

people’s well –

4.5. How freedom can work to the benefit of security 

all governments claimed to be acting in their citizens’ own interests, and it is 

–

‘national security’, ‘public safety’, and the occurrence of a ‘public emergency’ as potential grounds for 

Liberty in the Time of Corona
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understanding of freedom: the republican idea of freedom as ‘non
domination’.

on an arbitrary 
basis –
she is not subject to ‘domination’ (p. 52). On the one hand, this view implies 
that people’s freedom can be compromised even if they are never actually 

‘Slaves whose choices happen never to fall out of conformity with the will of 
their masters may be able to act without the least interference’, and yet they 
‘remain wholly bereft of liberty’ (pp. 89

lies that people’s freedom can be left untouched even if 
they are indeed subject to another agent’s power to constrain them in their 

– to use Pettit’s (1997) words again – it is instead ‘forced to track the 
interests and ideas of [those] suffering the interference’ (p. 55), then this 
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–
–

people’s choices, thus constituting an interference. But as long as the 

arbitrary
must

concept of freedom as republicans understand it, namely, ‘security aga
interference on an arbitrary basis’ 

–

–
–

that citizens display ‘eternal vigilance’ in relation to ‘those who hold power 

Freedom, Security, and the COVID-19 Pandemic
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within the state’ 

4.6. How security can work to the benefit of freedom 

more: an understanding of freedom that is focused on ‘capabilities’.

sections are ‘negative’, in the sense that they render someone free to the 
absent

. Interviewees report feeling ‘safe’ and ‘secure’, but 
also ‘free’. As one Portlander puts it: ‘I’m free, COVID 19 can’t catch me anymore’

ne complication here is that in many countries at some point vaccination did not just expand people’s 
legal

states. Austria even banned unvaccinated people from leaving their home ‘for non essential reasons’, as 
‘No Way around It’: Austrians Queue for Jabs as Unvaccinated Told to Stay 

Home

–

– –
–
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philosophers, however, adopt a ‘positive’ understanding of freedom instead, 
relating someone’s freedom to what is present

latter as ‘capabilities’ or ‘well being freedom’ 
. Capabilities can be described as an individual’s actual opportunities to 

, are the ability ‘to have good 
health’, the ability ‘to move freely from place to place’, and the ability ‘to 
engage in various forms of social interaction’ (p. 41). Importantly, what 
matters for someone’s overall well single

–
– combinations

– and

– –

–
–

and
and

Freedom, Security, and the COVID-19 Pandemic
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did not know and
unsure

call ‘paralysis of the will’, ‘where much 
of the world begins to appear beyond one’s control, even when in fact this is 
not the case’ (p. 69). This may in turn strengthen their capacity for exercising 

–

4.7. Taking all four connections into account 

of security, and security can work to the benefit of freedom. ‘The’ 
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’s core theoretical lessons into a number of practical 

Firstly, remember that we found that people’s freedom to move 

governments should also think of measures to 

Freedom, Security, and the COVID-19 Pandemic
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prevent circumstances in which the freedom of movement comes at the 
expense of health security to begin with

–

governments should try to preserve health security first and foremost in ways 
that do not infringe on basic liberties

intervenes in people’s lives in far –
–

measures that 
governments adopt in the name of health security should be the product of 
democratic politics
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governments should try to enable people to stay 
healthy and at the same time achieve other valuable beings and doings
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5. Finding Security in Equality: On the Securities (Not) to Be Offered by 
an Egalitarian Society  

5.1. Security on the left 

core theme: ‘zekerheid’, a word that literally means ‘sureness’, but is more 
commonly translated as ‘security’, connoting something like continuity, 

the phrase ‘zeker zijn van’, ‘being sure of’, the party promised security in 

campaign was an attempt to win back voters’ 

‘crisis of social democracy in Europe’ (p. 1). According to Keating & McCrone, 

security of ‘an imagined community of insiders’ (p. 7). In their analysis, this 
created the need for social democratic parties to develop ‘an alternative 

ectus that is both effective and convincing’ (p. 10). With the 

 

–

–

not
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– –
successful in presenting their agenda as an answer to people’s longing for 

are 

, refer to as ‘relational 
egalitarianism’. Within this tradition, equality is viewed not in the first place 

respect  recognition
resources

rule

relational egalitarian school, including Scheffler’s 
within egalitarian relations, Anderson’s 
economy, and Kolodny’s 

–
–

individuals goods
to these goods explicitly, as when we speak of people’s ‘security of health’ or 
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‘job security’, for example. Or the reference may be implicit, as when we 
speak of ‘security’ simpliciter, perhaps thinking of people’s security of bodily 

is in fact
believes has no fear that she won’t.

is in fact

believes

has no fear 

somebody’s well –
– –

–

above also have to be ‘appropriate’: they have to be based on 

Chapter 5
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‘Aberystwyth School’ have long pressed for linking the notion of security to 

neoliberal policies under the heading of ‘precarity’. Relatedly, Standing 

– –

does

not
are

5.2. The securities that an egalitarian society does have to offer 
does

– –

‘egalitarian security’.
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5.2.1. Egalitarian moral security 

demand of equality is located in what I earlier called the ‘moral domain’ –
respect recognition

what we may do to them. This idea also inspires Darwall’s 
‘recognition respect’, which entails that we take seriously and weigh 

–

puts it, in a ‘society of equals’, ‘each member 
accepts that every other member’s equally important interests should play 

society as a whole’, and ‘each member has a normally effec
treat the interests of others accordingly’ (p. 35). 

–
their

–

supports people’s disposition to treat one another’s interests as equally 
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and expressive functions, ‘[e]qual rights before the law anchor the capacities 

democracy as equals’ (p. 845).

people’s security, it helps to bring in Pettit’s 
what he calls a ‘robustly demanding good’ (p. 12). In line with the above, 
Pettit connects the ‘rich’ good of respect to the ‘thin’ benefit of ‘non
interference or restraint in the basic liberties’ (p. 86) –

disposition not to interfere in this person’s basic liberties; a disposition to 

– –
actually

across a range of possible 
scenarios

convenient for them. If a person enjoys respect, then, we could say in Pettit’s 
rtant way ‘against the will of 

others’, and provided ‘with an important form of security’ (p. 111). 

more explicitly in Wolfendale’s account of what she terms ‘moral 
security’ (p. 238). Echoing core themes discussed previously in this section, 

believes
as a matter of fact

–

–
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–

argues, ‘rather than seeing the goal of equality as separate from or even 

discrimination may be required by the state’s duty to ensure citizens’ right 
to security’ (p. 238). 

This means that they acknowledge each other’s status as persons, that they 
regard one another’s interests as important, and that they have a disposition 

–

Let me put these securities under the heading ‘egalitarian moral security’. 

5.2.2. Egalitarian economic security 

–
–

resources –
which is the concern of what I termed the ‘economic domain’. The reasons 

–
–
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– –

an egalitarian society must ‘express, embody, and sustain relations of social 
equality’ (p. 2).

What this could mean concretely becomes clear from Anderson’s 

‘democratic equality’ (p. 289). 

Democratic equality, then, ‘requires that everyone have effective access to 

equal in civil society’ (p. 320). What resources would 
Anderson’s account of the conditions of equal citizenship, we could divide 

as a human being: Anderson lists ‘the means of sustaining one’s 
– food, shelter, clothing, medical care’ (p. 317). Secondly, 

as a participant in a 
system of cooperative production, namely ‘the education needed to develop 
one’s talents’, ‘the means of production’, and ‘fair value for one’s labor’ (p. 

 as a citizen of a 
democratic state: ‘public spaces such as roads, parks, and public 

telecommunications’, as well as ‘private spaces’ where one is ‘protected from 
the scrutiny and intrusions of others’ (ibid.). It is to

To see how Anderson’s 

sufficient resources ‘over the course of an entire life’ (p. 319). Hers is thus 
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ion to society, for instance, insofar as one’s 

security

describe precarity as ‘a generalized state of insecurity produced by 
neoliberal economic reforms’ (p. 562) –

one’s access to these resources may indeed be taken away, and one may lose one’s status as an equal in 
civil society. Yet, she adds, even convicted criminals ‘retain their status as equal human beings, and so are 

uman functionings such as adequate nutrition, shelter, and medical care’ (p. 327).
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–

–
– really ‘express, 

embody, and sustain relations of social equality’, to speak with Anderson 

producing policies, ‘by displacing onto individuals a responsibility 
that ought to be shared and divided between citizens’, are incompatible with 
‘the principle of democracy’ (pp. 557, 565).

Anderson’s interpretation of this idea, we could say that every member of 

heading ‘egalitarian economic security’.

5.2.3. Egalitarian political security 
–

–
–

demands of equality in what I named the ‘political domain’ –
ruled
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in
are ‘above’ others in the sense that they have greater power over others, 

‘it is

political decisions to which they are subject’ (p. 308).

points out, would be anarchism: ‘that no political decisions are made 
at all’ (p. 310). Let us assume, however, that political decisions will in fact be 

‘without giving any of us any opportunity for influence, such as by lottery’, 
or ‘by giving each of us some positive, but equal, opportunity for influence, 
such as by voting’ (p. 313). Although both procedures would be in line with 

–

–
–

people’s opportunities for influencing political decisions can vary 

society of equals, she suggests, is ‘to live together in a democratic 
community, as opposed to a hierarchical one’, whereby democracy is to be 
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understood ‘as collective self
among equals, in accordance with rules acceptable to all’ (p. 313). Realising 

and the franchise. Informally, they must also enjoy ‘effective access to the 
goods and relationships of civil society’, including ‘the social conditions of 

shame, and not being ascribed an outcast status’, as well as access to the 

security

necessary for ensuring that state interference will be ‘forced to track the 
interests and ideas of the [persons] suffering the interference’ (p. 55). In this 

‘security against 
arbitrary interference’ (p. 46), namely: security of citizens against arbitrary 

by the state on a specific understanding of the term ‘arbitrary’. 

all citizens’ interests and ideas: actually, those who make up the 
not

never goes against any citizen’s interests or ideas, but in
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offers citizens security against state interference ‘on an arbitrary basis’.

– –

arbitrary basis. Let me bring these securities under the heading ‘egalitarian 
political security’.

5.3. The securities that an egalitarian society does not have to offer 

does

 not

earlier called ‘egalitarian moral security’, ‘egalitarian economic security’, 
and ‘egalitarian political security’, I bring the securities that an egalitarian 
society cannot provide under the respective headings ‘conservative moral 
security’, ‘libertarian economic security’, and ‘authoritarian political 
security’.
 
5.3.1. Conservative moral security 

Chapter 5
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each member of society enjoys what I called ‘egalitarian moral security’: 

strategies for bringing such change about. ‘Affirmative remedies’, on the one 
hand, ‘redress disrespect by revaluing unjustly devalued group identities, 

differentiations that underlie them’ (p. 82). As an example, Fraser mentions 

heterosexism by revaluing gay and lesbian identity. ‘Transformative 
remedies’, on the other hand, ‘redress disrespect by transforming the 

valuational structure’ (p. 8
‘raise the self esteem of members of currently disrespected groups’ –
by ‘destabilizing existing group identities and differentiations’ they ‘change 
everyone’s sense of belonging, affiliation, and self’ (ibid.). To il
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all

–

think differently of their own sexual identity, no longer seeing it as ‘natural’ 
or ‘static’, for instance. 

always

of society’s cultural or symbolic architecture. As gay liberation act

society’s cultural or symbolic architecture is ever really ‘done’. Borrowing 

society cannot provide full ‘ontological security’, as it resists permanently 
‘fixing social relations into a symbolic and institutional order’ (p. 242).

symbolic change that to some extent impact all members’ perceptions of 

Chapter 5
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–
–

let me bring them under the heading ‘conservative moral security’.

5.3.2. Libertarian economic security 
Earlier I explained that although equality’s most fundamental demand may 

what I termed ‘egalitarian economic security’: security of access to sufficient 

politicians
philosophers

that cannot simply be characterised as ‘treasuring tradition and 
cultural change’.
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–

, describe as a ‘fear of falling’: a fear to lose an acquired level of 

–
–

economic domain may be vulnerable to a version of Nozick’s 
called ‘end state’ or ‘patterned’ principles of justice: that such 

standards cannot be ‘continuously realized without continuous interference 
with people’s lives’ (p. 163). Although in this formulation the criticism would 

cannot
never be interference with people’s lives aimed at correcting 

Chapter 5
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they built up under society’s lawful institutions in the past 

Nozick’s bullet at least to some degree: in an egalitarian society, indeed, 
people’s property rights cannot be entirely absolute, and their legitimate 

wealth over and above the sufficiency level; security of one’s acquired 

– –
seem to offer, I bring them under the heading ‘libertarian economic 
security’.

5.3.3. Authoritarian political security 

offer its members. This leaves me with the question if equality’s demands in 

some
left
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argued, all members of society must enjoy what I named ‘egalitarian political 
’: security of the ability to form and voice their own political views; 

security of the chance to have a say in their community’s political decisions; 

– –

‘[t]here’s got to be a reasonable chance that our side can win again; we need 

not quit the game altogether?’ On the other hand, ‘if we were always 

rightly suspect that democracy has disappeared’. In a democracy, then, 
‘political outcomes – – have to be uncertain’ (p. 71). 

democracy as ‘institutionalized uncertainty’ (ibid.).

democracy is ‘the acceptance of pluralism’ (p. 18): the end of the idea that 

Chapter 5
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between individuals who do hold different views from a ‘struggle between 
enemies’ into a ‘struggle between adversaries’ (pp. 102
between people who combat one another’s ideas, but do not put each other’s 

– –

contestation. As Mouffe puts it: ‘What is specific and valu

being put into question and no victory can be final’ (p. 15). From this account, 

quality: the state should guard everyone’s basic 

should be so wealthy that it would undermine equality in political power… 

–

–

–

and

ideal’s demands. What exactly are the basic liberties to be e
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pandemic, the only way to guarantee everyone’s access to healthcare is by 
interfering with citizens’ freedom of movement –

will
–

are not appointed for once and for all, the community’s political course is 

‘having a say’ but also ‘having it your way’. Because these are securities that 
–

–
ty, let me bring them under the heading ‘authoritarian political 

security’.

5.4. The best security we can get? 
are

not

–

–

Chapter 5
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–

–

–

individual liking; security of ‘having it their way’ in politics –
creates

excludes

do

are
sufficient level of resources. And not having security of your own party’s 

are

the basis of extensive empirical research that it was ‘[u]nprecedently high 
levels of economic and physical security’ that ‘reshaped the values and 
worldviews’ of people in economically advanced countries after World War 
II, away from ‘conformity to group norms’ into the direction of ‘gender 

political life’ (pp. 1
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people’s need for security fully, it seems doubtful that the alternatives 

overall –
all
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6. The Value of Security: Lessons for Theory and Practice 

6.1. Concluding the analysis 

 
6.2. Looking back  

The point of departure was formed by Waldron’s 

Chapter 6
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can be anything that contributes to this individual’s 
being: we can speak of someone’s security of her health or her 

; what does this ‘mode of enjoyment’

Herington’s 

stipulated, she must ‘be sure’ of her future enjoyment
actually 

believe not fear that she won’t. 

‘security as sureness’. 

to a person’s well actually

believes

 no fear

hamper people’s well in fact
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– think of a form of housing that serves one’s 
needs first, but does not suit one’s mode of life later. Secondly, if somebody 
believes

 no fear
–

–

security in too many aspects of one’s 

can
– need

–
can –

have
–

Chapter 6
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– any

of what goods

respect recognition
resources

rule

(‘egalitarian moral 
security’). Secondly, people require security of acce

possible (‘egalitarian economic security’). Thirdly, people must have 

security of not facing state interference on an arbitrary basis (‘egalitarian 
political security’). On the flips

cannot
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(‘conservative moral security’). Secondly, they 

against their own will (‘libertarian economic security’)

security of ‘having it their way’ in politics (‘authoritarian political security’).
–

–
all

6.3. The value of security 
–

–

itself
kind

of this dissertation, values are things that are ‘objectively good’, meaning 
depend completely on people’s subjective 

–

‘ is
value’ and saying that ‘ has (a particular kind of) value’. 

Chapter 6
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‘intrinsically good’ or ‘intrinsic values’ –
– these are called ‘extrinsically good’ or ‘extrinsic 

values’ 

intrinsic
– that it is ‘nonderivatively good’; that it is ‘good for its own sake’ 

‘method of isolation’

can

‘ ’ ‘ ’
as ‘moral values’, ‘contributory values’, and ‘inherent values’ 
remember that the distinction between ‘intrinsic’ and ‘extrinsic’ values is different from the distinction 
between ‘final’ and ‘instrumental’ values 

, chapter 3. Given that the division between ‘intrinsic’ and ‘extrinsic’ values is 
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t0

t1

t0

t1

Moore’s method. On the other hand, we may conclude 

–

, on Aristotle’s view, 

itself
–

ut in the end, in Aristotle’s philosophy, 

Chapter 6
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components

 instrumental

component

hamper

– that it is good not ‘for its own sake’, but ‘for the sake of something else to 
way’ 

instrumental for

people’s
indicative of

‘Suppose’, he illustrates, ‘that the results of a certain medical test indicate 

category of ‘intrinsic’ values the category of ‘instrumental’ values. 
components of human flourishing are not merely ‘instrumentally’ valuable, 

constitute ‘intrinsic’ goods. 
, the category of ‘instrumental’ with that of ‘final’ 

of ‘intrinsic’ values with that of ‘extrinsic’ values)

need not be ‘intrinsic’ values. 
Note that the ‘something else’ from which an extrinsic value derives its goodness does not need to be 
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that the patient is in good health, and suppose that this patient’s having good 

ealth; they are simply indicative of it’ (ibid.). 

a similar insight. ‘Something could be good’, he notes, ‘not because of what it 
signifies’ (p. 110). 

that are ‘indicative’ (the qualification proposed by Zimmerman 
or ‘signatory’ (the term used by Bradley

‘something else’ be 

S G

G
indicate signify

G 

G

‘ ’ ‘ ’
kinds of extrinsic values. Some, for instance, treat ‘inherent values’

. Others also consider ‘contributory values’
‘instrumental’ and ‘indicative/signatory’ 

G
extrinsic value. For an extensive analysis of the kinds of values that it would be ‘worth securing’, see 

Chapter 6



636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen636720-L-bw-Daemen
Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024Processed on: 18-3-2024 PDF page: 135PDF page: 135PDF page: 135PDF page: 135

G G

that a person’s security of G G

– –

how security can contribute to a person’s well
can also contribute to someone’s freedom. We can see this especially well if 

increasing someone’s capabilities; for expanding her ‘well being freedom’. 

G

at each other’s cost, and my argument that freedom can work to security’s benefit. One might suspect that 
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of these particular 
goods

G

–

of particular goods –
of which I referred to as ‘egalitarian securities’ – tout 
court

–
of which I described as ‘conservative’, ‘libertarian’, or ‘authoritarian’ –

dis

of some 
particular goods

G
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can
does

6.4. Dealing with security issues 

In today’s world, people are confronted with various issues whereby 

perceived as ‘a matter of security’ within the public or political debate, 

‘security issues’. Could my study be of use in determining the right course of 
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specifying

which individuals
what goods

or regarded as ‘a matter of security’ without any of the details just summed 

not

–

bring the public’s risk perception in line with the real risk. On the other hand, 

–
–

assessing

Chapter 6
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is

of life may seriously inhibit people’s flourishing, and it goes against 
equality’s demand that all members of society be guaranteed access to such 

responding 

itself
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security in practice often has a tendency to ‘crowd out’ other values. As 
security scholars studying the phenomenon of ‘securitisation’ have 

perceived as ‘a matter of 
security’, the public is generally inclined to accept extraordinary measures 

it: ‘Traditionally, by saying “security”, a state representative declares an 

necessary to block a threatening development’ (p. 21). 
‘security’ in the public or political debate, then, 

confer the message: ‘here is an issue that deserves our 
urgent attention’. And, in the more extreme cases studied by securitisation 
scholars: ‘addressing this issue justifies suspending 
name of restoring security’.

– –

Chapter 6
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, people’s security of health 

name of other values: people’s well

remaining
people’s well

–
‘just to be sure’. 
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Principia Ethica

Loomans, M., Marks, G., … 
Science 372 –

The Democratic Paradox
Democracy Rules

Global 
Discourse 5 –

Contemporary Political Theory 6 –

Social Cohesion, Securitization, and Counter-Terrorism –

The Joyous Science
Anarchy, State, and Utopia

Women and Human Development: The Capabilities 
Approach

The Fragility of Goodness: Luck and Ethics in Greek 
Tragedy and Philosophy

Feminist Economics 9 – –
Frontiers of Justice: Disability, Nationality, Species 

Membership
Ethical Security Studies: A New Research 

Agenda
Future Contingents

‘No Way around It’: Austrians Queue for Jabs as 
Unvaccinated Told to Stay Home

Reasons and Persons
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Transformative Experience
Critical Security Studies

Risk: 
Philosophical Perspectives –

Republicanism: A Theory of Freedom and Government

The Robust Demands of the Good
Corona: 

Sicherheit kontra Freiheit: Deutsche, Franzosen und Schweden in der 
Krise

Terror in the Balance: Security, Liberty, 
and the Courts

Democracy and the Market: Political and Economic 
Reforms in Eastern Europe and Latin America

Briefadvies Sociaal en Cultureel 
Planbureau en Raad voor Volksgezondheid en Samenleving

Social Philosophy and Policy 16 –
A Theory of Justice

Certainty

The Capability Approach

Journal of Human Development and Capabilities 20 –
One of the Country’s Largest Megachurches Says 

It’s Canceling All In-person Services for the Rest of 2020 over Coronavirus 
Concerns
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The Right and the Good
Kant’s Ethical Theory: A Commentary on the Grudlegung 

zur Metaphysik der Sitten
Daedalus 124 –

Oeuvres complètes: Vol. III
British Journal for the Philosophy 

of Science 58 –

Social Equality: On What It Means to Be 
Equals –

Annual Review 
of Clinical Psychology 1 –

Value Theory

The Tanner 
Lectures on Human Values, Vol. I –

The Journal of Philosophy 82 –
Inequality Re-examined
The Idea of Justice

Liberalism and the Moral Life –
Basic Rights: Subsistence, Affluence, and U.S. Foreign Policy

Liberty before Liberalism

Republicanism and Political Theory –

The Theory of Moral Sentiments

Basic Income Studies 3 –
The Precariat: The New Dangerous Class
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Taylor, C. (1979). What’s Wrong with Negative Liberty. In A. Ryan (Ed.), The 
Idea of Freedom: Essays in Honour of Isaiah Berlin –

Preventing the Next 
Pandemic: Zoonotic Diseases and How to Break the Chain of 
Transmission

The Routledge Handbook of the Philosophy of Engineering
–

ERA Forum 21 –

On Security –
The Journal 

of Political Philosophy 11 –
Nebraska Law Review 85 –

Security: A Philosophical Investigation

Philosophy and Public Affairs 51
–

Security Studies: An Introduction

Journal of Political Philosophy 25
–

Disadvantage
Intrinsic vs. Extrinsic Value
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Curriculum Vitae 

summa cum laude

cum laude

Leiden’s Institute of Political Science. Josette’s academic work has been 
Journal of 

Value Inquiry Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy
Basic Income Studies

Socialisme & Democratie Algemeen Tijdschrift voor Wijsbegeerte

Mare NRC
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