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Appendix 

 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE IRANIAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM 

1. What does the nuclear program represent for Iran? 

2. Russia suggested converting uranium in a Russian-based facility to satisfy Tehran’s 

isotope needs, but Iran rejected this proposal. Why was the domestic enrichment issue 

so important for Iran? 

3. For a long time, Iran’s main goal was to avoid a referral to the UNSC; however, a 

couple of months after Ahmadinejad took office, the Iranian dossier was transferred to 

the UNSC. What impact did the referral have on Tehran’s nuclear strategy/decision-

making? 

4. What is the role of the Supreme Guide, the President, the Secretary of SNSC and the 

guards in Iran’s nuclear decision-making? 

5. What role did the regional security dynamics play in Iran’s decision to comply or 

defy UNSC Resolutions? 

6. Why did Iran refuse to comply with UNSC Resolution even though they were 

undermining the interests of critical actors related to the nuclear program? 

7. What effects did the covert actions (killing of nuclear-related scientists and cyber-

attacks have on Iran’s nuclear policy? 

8. Was the possibility of a military attack from Israel or the US a credible threat to 

Tehran’s leadership? 

9. The financial and commercial sanctions imposed by the US (Executive Orders, 

Senate) and the EU seriously impacted the elites and the population. However, 

surprisingly, President Ahmadinejad increased the number of centrifuges, a primary 

source of tension with the US. What were the drivers of these actions, in your opinion? 

10. In general, will you argue that coercion failed with Iran because of the lack of 

credible incentives or credible threats? 
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