
Generating freedom: Hegel's conception of political order
Tijsterman, S.P.

Citation
Tijsterman, S. P. (2024, April 16). Generating freedom: Hegel's conception of
political order. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3736094
 
Version: Publisher's Version

License:
Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral
thesis in the Institutional Repository of the University
of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3736094
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if
applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3736094


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Generating freedom  

Hegel’s conception of political order    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colophon 
Generating freedom. Hegel’s conception of political order. 
 
Cover photo: Street art in Tübingen. Dichter und Denker auf Stromkästen  
Photo: Sebastiaan Tijsterman 
 
Layout and printing: ProefschriftMaken, De Bilt, Nederland 

 
©Sebastiaan Tijsterman, Leiden 2024 
All rights reserved. No part of this thesis may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any 
form or by any means without prior permission of the author. 
ISBN: 9789464698763  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Generating freedom 
Hegel’s conception of political order  

 
Proefschrift  

 
ter verkrijging van  

de graad van doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden, 
 

op gezag van rector magnificus prof.dr.ir. H. Bijl, 
volgens besluit van het college voor promoties 

 
te verdedigen op dinsdag 16 april 2024 

klokke 16.15 uur 
 

door  
Sebastiaan Pieter Tijsterman 

 
Geboren te Gouda 

in 1975 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Promotor:   Prof. dr. M.R. Rutgers  

Copromotor:   Dr. T. Fossen 

Promotiecommissie:  Prof. dr. H.H.A. van de Brink, Universiteit Utrecht 

Prof. dr. S.E. Lindberg 

Prof. dr. C. Meckstroth, Cambridge University, UK  

Prof. dr. P. Nieuwenburg 

Dr. F.W. Zantvoort 

  



 

 

CONTENTS 
 

Abbreviations of works cited 1 

1. Hegel and The Study of Political Order 3 

1.1 Introduction 3 
1.2 Investigating conceptions of political order 4 
1.3 Hegel’s conception of political order 14 
1.4 Methodological justification 18 
1.5 Central question and structure of the study 21 

2. Conceptions of Political Order 23 

2.1 Introduction 23 
2.2 Modern and Ancient Freedom: Constant’s Conception of Political Order 24 
2.3 Pocock’s Unfinished Dialogue 28 
2.4 The liberal conception of political order 36 
2.5 The need to rethink political order 45 
2.6 Conclusion 48 

3. The Logic of Order 51 

3.1 Introduction 51 
3.2 Theorising political order 52 
3.3 The ontology of order (1): the will 56 
3.4 The ontology of order (2): immanent normativity 63 
3.5 Reconstructing Hegel’s theory of order 74 
3.6 Conclusion 78 

4. The Limits of Liberal Order: Social Pathologies 79 

4.1 Introduction 79 
4.2 Hegel’s conception of civil society 80 
4.3 Objective freedom: the irrationality of civil society. 85 
4.4 Subjective freedom: alienation 91 
4.5 Civil associationism: corporations 98 
4.6 Conclusion 104 



 

5. The Limits of Liberal order: Political Pathologies 107 

5.1 Introduction 107 
5.2 The “external” state 107 
5.3 State failure in the liberal order 113 
5.4 Political alienation 118 
5.5 Conclusion 121 

6. The Reproduction of Order: Hegel’s Organic Theory of the State 123 

6.1 Introduction 123 
6.2. The political order as organism 124 
6.3 The self-constitution of political order 135 
6.4 All-round dependence 148 
6.5 Conclusion and implications 152 

7. Citizenship, Self-government, and Democracy 159 

7.1 Introduction 159 
7.2 Citizen sovereignty? 160 
7.3 The rights and duties of individual citizens 165 
7.4 The rejection of self-government as electoral democracy 169 
7.5 Reconceptualising self-government 178 
7.6 Conclusion 189 

8. The Relevance of Hegel’s Theory of Order 193 

8.1 Introduction 193 
8.2 Conclusions: organic order and its fragility 193 
8.3 Normatively unappealing? 201 
8.4 Is Hegel’s organic ontology implausible? 205 
8.5 Institutionally outdated? 208 

Bibliography 217 

Samenvatting in het Nederlands 225 

Dankwoord 243 

Curriculum Vitae 245 



1 

 

Abbreviations of works cited 

 
Works by Hegel referred to by abbreviation: 
 
Enc Encyclopedia of the Philosophical Sciences in Basic Outline. Part I: The science of 

Logic. Translated by K. Brinkmann & D.O. Dahlstrom,, Trans.). Cambridge University 
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 Wissenschaft der Logik. Suhrkamp Gesamte Werkausgabe, Band 5 &6 

LNR  Lectures on Natural Right and Political Science. Translated by J. Michael Stewart 
and Peter C. Hodgon. Berkely: University of California Press, 1995. Cited by 
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