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Curriculum Vitae

I was born on November 14, 1994 in the Frisian village Drachten
6

. After primary school, I went to high

school at the CSG Liudger, where I followed the VWO (Gymnasium). In the final year we had to choose

the university track we were going to follow. This is the point where I am supposed to say I finally got

to pursue my life-long dream of becoming an astronomer... except that would be a lie. As a child I was

convinced my career would be a surgeon, always enjoying episodes of “Ingang Oost”; a Dutch TV show

following happenings in the emergency room of various hospitals. In high school my interests moved more

towards the physical sciences. A big driver for this were a great teacher for chemistry, whose name I do

not remember at the time of writing, and my physics teacher Mr. Couperus, who always had time after

school to show some more fun experiments. Throughout high school I was reasonbly convinced I would

pick something in the direction of chemistry. When the list of available studies came in, however, I saw

astronomy on there. On a whim I decided that I was going to study astronomy; because why not?

My university studies took me to the next province over: Groningen. I started my three-year BSc. As-

tronomy at the Rijksuniversiteit Groningen (RUG; University of Groningen) there in 2012. In my first year

I did follow an optional chemistry course “just in case”, but alas here I am writing my astronomy thesis.

At the end of the three years I teamed up with three other fellow students for a bachelor research project

with dr. John McKean. It was a practically oriented radio-astronomy project with an ambitious scope:

build a radio telescope and measure the temperature of the CMB. In true experimental fashion we made

the ground-breaking finding of the CMB actually having a sub-zero absolute temperature... Suffice to say

accounting for all instrumental effects is not straightforward. In 2015 I started the two-year MSc. Astron-

omy. My first foray into radio astronomy had peaked my interest, so for the research project in the final

year I once again ended up with John, but this time for a more data-oriented project involving observations

from the Very Large Array. This is where I realised my love for programming and data reduction problems.

On the quest for a PhD, I saw a position advertised at Leiden observatory by prof. Huub Röttgering,

dubbed “Exquisite LOFAR Images to Study the Distant Universe”, which caught my attention. It felt

like a natural continuiation of my interest in radio astronomy. Under the supervision of both Huub and

dr. Reinout van Weeren, I started this PhD in 2017 where we worked on calibration of and imaging with

LOFAR’s international stations to produce detailed images of the 144 MHz radio sky. Near the end of

2022 I joined the Netherlands Institute of Radio Astronomy (ASTRON) as a part-time software developer,

while in the mean time finishing up my PhD. Starting April 2024 I will be joining dr. Leah Morabito in

Durham as a postdoc, once again continuing along the line of high-resolution imaging with LOFAR.

6
Although it can be called a city by modern means, it never obtained borough rights and thus failed to become one of “the eleven

cities”.
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